
LANDSCAPE 

Boom slows in most areas as '90s begin 
W A S H I N G T O N , D.C. — 
The boom in landscaping in 
the 1980s is slowing slightly 
as the new decade begins, 
according to statistics from 
the National Landscape As-
sociation (NLA). 

The NLA sees continued 
growth in the Great Lakes 
region and Florida, but is 
not as optimistic elsewhere 
in its 14th annual economic 
survey of member firms. 

The NLA also notes that 
the National Association of 
Home Builders reports stag-
nant or fa l l ing pr ices in 
some former real estate hot 
spots on the East and West 
coasts. The builder 's group 
was somewhat pessimistic 
about fu tu re homes sales, 
b u t t h i s d i d n ' t t o t a l l y 
dampen the NLA's outlook. 
It reasoned that if people 
s tay in t h e s a m e h o u s e 
longer, they'll be more apt 
to u p g r a d e t h e i r l a n d -
scaping. 

The NLA survey accord-
ing to region: 

Northeast. An economic 
slowdown. Total landscape 
sales for 1989, "by far" the 
wors t r e p o r t e d w i t h an 

1989 ACTUAL BUSINESS 
Change from 1988 

Region Total 
Gross Sales 

New 
Residential 

New 
Commercial 

Residential 
Renovation 

Commercial 
Renovation 

Residential 
Maintenance 

Commercial 
Maintenance 

Northeast 
Southeast 
Great Lakes 
Great Plains 

+ 6.0% 
+29.1% 
+ 20.3% 
+ 18.6% 

-0 .3% 
+21.9% 
+ 10.8% 

+ 3.5% 

-1 .8% 
+ 19.1% 
+ 14.6% 
+ 5.0% 

+ 5.5% 
-2 .7% 

+ 12.7% 
+20.0% 

+ 1.3% 
-0 .8% 
-3 .0% 

+2.7% 

+ 11.7% 

+ 1.3% 
+ 19.8% 

+9.1% 

Survey avq. + 16.1% +7.1% + 6.9% + 8.9% -0 .1% + 7.0% + 7.5% 

1990 EXPECTED BUSINESS 
Change from 1989 

Region Total 
Gross Sales 

New 
Residential 

New 
Commercial 

Residential 
Renovation 

Commercial 
Renovation 

Residential 
Maintenance 

Commercial 
Maintenance 

Northeast 
Southeast 
Great Lakes 
Great Rains 

+ 13.0% 
+ 26.5% 
+ 16.9% 
+ 16.8% 

+ 5.2% 
+ 18.2% 
+ 11.7% 

+5.0% 

-2 .4% 
+ 19.4% 
+ 14.6% 
+ 12.3% 

+ 18.7% 
+ 8.8% 

+ 14.1% 

+ 5.8% 
+ 6.0% 
+3.7% 

+ 14.7% 

+ 17.6% 

+ 13.7% 
+ 11.1% 
+ 10.7% 

Survey avq. + 16.7% + 9.8% +7.9% + 15.3% +5.1% + 16.1% + 12.3% 

"not enough r esponses Source: National Landscape Assn. 

average 6 percent growth. 
Overa l l , sa les , i n c l u d i n g 
maintenance, were up only 
2.3 percent. 

The NLA pointed to sev-
eral factors for the slow-
down: Wall Street fluctua-
t i o n s t ha t c a u s e d m a n y 
layoffs, continued high un-
employment in some areas 
a n d e a r l y w i n t e r 1989 
freezes. 

S o u t h e a s t . S l o w i n g 

g r o w t h e v e r y w h e r e b u t 
Florida. NLA's survey re-
ports an overall growth of 
29.1 percent in total land-
scape sales for 1989. Over-
all, sales, including mainte-
n a n c e , w e r e u p 1 6 . 3 
percent. 

O u t l o o k : H u r r i c a n e 
H u g o d e v a s t a t e d t h e 
Charleston, S.C., area. De-
mand for landscaping there 
should be high but it will 

takes years for the area to 
recover. 

Midwest (Great Lakes). 
A resurgence. Factories are 
making a comeback. The 
farmbelt got an economic 
boost with wor ldwide de-
m a n d for U.S. g r a i n u p 
more than 35 percent last 
year. Total landscape sales 
reflect the brightening eco-
nomic picture in this area— 

continued on page 12 

RESERACH 

Dr. Michael Raupp, a Maryland ex-
tension entomologist, inspects a 
landscape diagram identifying pest/ 
plant symptoms. Such diagrams can 
help develop site-specific IPM. 

Maryland researchers 
refine IPM techniques 
COLLEGE PARK, Md. — Researchers 
at the University of Maryland are con-
centrating on effective integrated pest 
management (IPM) techniques for the 
green industry. 

Dr. John Davidson directs a land-
scape IPM program for n e w l y - i n -
stalled corporate building landscapes. 
He is evaluating p lan t /pes t systems, 
recommending corrective measures 
and developing an IPM program for 
landscape managers. 

"With the large number of office 
bui ld ings springing up a round the 
state, we felt this was an important 
area to focus on," Davidson notes. 

Davidson also coope ra t ed wi th 
eight nurseries, showing that an IPM 
program based on frequent monitor-
ing, evaluation and spot spraying pro-
vides equal or better plant protection 
than traditional practices. "One nur-

seryman cut his pest control costs by 
about $6,000 while reducing pesticide 
use by 96 percent ," says Davidson. 

Another urban entomologist, Dr. 
Michael Raupp, recently completed a 
three-year project with the National 
Park Service at historic sites like Fort 
McHenry , the ba t t l e f i e l d s at Get-
tysburg and Independence Mall. 

"Basically, we assisted Park Ser-
vice personnel in implement ing an 
approach that will protect important 
ornamental plants while reducing the 
loss of beneficial insects," Raupp says. 

He and graduate s tuden t Nancy 
Owen hope the project will have long-
term benefi ts for the Park Service, 
landscape managers and home gar-
deners. A document being written by 
Owen will offer guidance on how to 
use IPM at park sites and managed 
landscapes. • 



management. 
"Today it's a major sales 

job on our behalf to prove 
that we're part of the solu-
tion, not part of the prob-
lem," says Dye. "I 'm an 
eternal optimist. I think 
we've done major things for 
the environment. It's a ma-
jor g ive-and- take today, 
and we give up a lot more 
than we get to take, but we 
have to be perceived as part 
of the solution." • 

ACADEMIA 

Japanese visit 
Virginia Tech 
BLACKSURG, Va. — The 
turfgrass research and Ex-
tension programs at Vir-
ginia Tech and Michigan 
State Universities were re-
cent ly shown to a con-
t ingent of 30 t u r f g r a s s 
professionals from Japan. 

Among the group visit-
ing was Dr. Y o s h i s u k e 
Maki, past-president of the 
International Turfgrass So-
ciety. Others included Jap-
a n e s e a c a d e m i c s , i n -
ustrialists, golf club owners 
and golf c o u r s e s u p e r -
intendents. • 

EQUIPMENT 

Haul Master buys 
vehicle maker 
MENDOTA, 111. — Haul 
Master, Inc. has acquired 
C.H.I. Industries, an orig-
inal equipment manufac-
turer of general-purpose 
utility vehicles. 

C laude W. Mar t inez , 
president of Haul Master, 
says the acquistion brings 
enhanced engineering and 
manufacturing support to 
Haul Master's established 
product line of rugged, de-
pendable, and economical 
utility vehicles. 

C.H.I. Industries' opera-
tion has been combined 
with Haul Master's manu-
facturing facilities in Men-
dota, 111. • 

Moving? 
Be sure to let us know your new 

address. Please enclose a complete 
address label from one of our 

recent issues. 

ORTHENE Turf/Tree 
& Ornamental Spray 
keeps pests 
out of your club. 

Stop pests from playing a round 
on your course with ORTHENE Turf, 
Tree & Ornamental Spray. One 
treatment provides a broad spectrum 
of protection for turf as well as a wide 
variety of trees and ornamentals. 

ORTHENE kills quickly on contact, 
then by systemic action. So you'll keep 
hard-to-kill pests like mole crickets, 
armywormsand leafhoppers under 

control. ORTHENE supplies long-
lasting residual action against other 
insects including tent caterpillars, 
aphidsand thrips. 

ORTHENE Turf,Tree & Orna-
mental Spray. Ifs more than enough 
to drive unwanted pests right off 
your course. 

Turf, Tree & Ornamental Spray 
Avoid accidents. For safety, read the entire label including precautions. 
Use all chemicals only as directed. Copynght © 1990Valent U.S.A. 
Corporation. All rights reserved. ORTHENt is a registered trademark of 
Chevron Chemical Co 

VALENT. 


