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i n t o t h e p a r t i c l e s . T h e c a p t u r e d 
m o i s t u r e is then re leased from the 
w a t e r - a b s o r b e n t as t h e r o o t z o n e 
d r i e s , t h u s p r o v i d i n g a c o n s i s t e n t 
water source . 

W a t e r a b s o r b e n t s p r o v i d e c o n -
trolled water avai labi l i ty in the land-
scape, hanging baskets and nursery 
l iners . T h e y are also helpful w h e n in-
stal l ing sod to m i n i m i z e plant stress 
and m a x i m i z e water eff ic iency. Su-
perSorb , a popular w a t e r a b s o r b e n t 
among landscape managers , provides 
a r o o t z o n e r e s e r v o i r t h a t y i e l d s 
heal th ier , faster-growing plants whi le 
reducing irrigation costs. 

" W a t e r i n g is not a real a t ta inable 
goal b e c a u s e of o t h e r p r i o r i t i e s " at 
S e s a m e Place Park in Langhorne, Pa., 

says landscape manager Chr is McCar -
ron. So he uses S u p e r S o r b • C in an-
nual f lower beds, topiary gardens and 
hanging flower baskets . 

" W e have no automat ic irrigation 
system whatsoever ; w e ' r e relegated to 
using what m o i s t u r e ' s in the s o i l , " 
M c C a r r o n says. " W e til l S u p e r S o r b 
into annual beds that have b e e n typ-
ical ly dry, and w e ' r e able to get a n ice 
r e s u l t in p l a c e s w h e r e p r e v i o u s l y 
mois ture was a problem. SuperSorb 
real ly works out w e l l . " 

S u p e r S o r b , w h i c h is ava i lab le in 
two part ic le sizes, is applied during 
the instal lat ion of trees, shrubs, turf, 
planters , flower beds and landscape 
islands. T h e y are fast and easy to use, 
w h e t h e r instal l ing ornamenta ls , sod 

or seeding. 
SuperSorb • C, a more coarse parti-

c le (1-2 mm), is eas i ly incorporated 
into backfi l l or soil w h e n transplant-
ing ornamentals . SuperSorb • F, a fine 
part ic le (less than 0.5 mm), is broad-
cast and ti l led two to three inches into 
the soil be fore t ransplant ing sod or 
seeding. 

" I used SuperSorb (F) w h e n we in-
stal led the sod on our driving range , " 
notes Bi l l Foust , super in tendent at 
P ine Lake Golf Club in Anderson, S.C. 
" Y o u can tell the difference. With Su-
perSorb, you get bet ter growth, a bet-
ter root system. And if you've got a 
bet ter root system, you'l l have better 
color. 

" I ' m real happy with the resul ts . " 

Jim Moreau, chemicals supervisor at Church Landscape, readies 
evergreens for winter with FoliCote. 

PROTECTING PLANTS 
FROM STRESS 

There are s o m e s i tuat ions w h e n a 
p l a n t c a n n o t a b s o r b e n o u g h 
mois ture through its root system 

to c o m p e n s a t e f o r m o i s t u r e l o s s 
t h r o u g h the fo l iage . In s u c h c a s e s , 
t ranspirat ion m i n i m i z e r s can help. 

Fo l iCote , o n e k ind of ant i - t rans -
pirant, holds mois ture in the leaves 
w h e n plants are under stress caused 
by transplant ing or transport ing them, 

or w h e n the ground is f rozen.Fol iCote 
he lps protect plants from m o i s t u r e 
stress by mainta in ing the ba lance of 
mois ture wi thin the plant. It works by 
t e m p o r a r i l y b l o c k i n g leaf s tomates , 
w h i c h reduces transpirat ion loss from 
the plant. 

" I r e c o m m e n d it for rout ine main-
t e n a n c e of broadleaf evergreens , es-
pecial ly rhododendrons and a z a l e a s , " 

says Bob Hansen, a landscape archi-
tect from West town, N.Y. " In the past, 
our yews were desiccat ing and drop-
ping all their needles . Now that we 
treat them with Fol iCote, they look a 
lot bet ter in the spring. 

" W e usual ly apply during the lat-
ter part of October or the first of No-
vember , and then somet imes re-apply 
around February , depending on (the 
harshness of) the w e a t h e r . " 

Fol iCote is a thin film of wax that 
stays flexible and looks natural . It can 
be used w h e n transplanting or trans-
porting trees, shrubs, sod, l iners, fo-
liage plants and ground covers, or for 
p r o t e c t i n g e s t a b l i s h e d o r n a m e n t a l s 
and turfgrass from winter desiccation. 

" W e ' v e b e e n using F o l i C o t e for 
five years n o w , " says John Mitten of 
C h u r c h Landscape in Lombard, 111. 
" W e ' r e strong be l ievers in using it in 
e a r l y w i n t e r or l a t e fa l l to guard 
against winter burn. W e also use it in 
the s u m m e r to guard against moisture 
loss . " 

Mit ten says Fol iCote " m a k e s the 
plant look a lot bet ter and puts it in a 
lot bet ter shape c o m e spr ingt ime." 

S i n c e C h u r c h Landscape is so qual-
i ty-oriented, they don't a lways charge 
for the Fol iCote- ing service . 

" S o m e t i m e s we do it just because it 
helps keep our plants a l ive , " says Mit-
ten. " I t ' s a judgement c a l l . " 

Fol iCote is easy to handle. It won't 
clog sprayers and it w a s h e s out of 
spray equipment with soap and warm 
water . It is also less e x p e n s i v e — a b o u t 
ha l f the c o s t — a s compet i t ive prod-
ucts. 

In short, Fol iCote is easy and inex-
pensive, a combinat ion that 's hard to 
beat. 


