
Early-blooming bulbs grow well at the base of trees, along parking lots and near building entrances, as demonstrated 
here in Colonial Williamsburg. 

SHOUT 'SPRING!' 
WITH COLORFUL BULBS 

Myriad bulb varieties will turn up the color volume 
on spring landscaping displays. 

by A n n Reilly 

The saying that good things come 
in small packages certainly is 
true where spring-flowering 

bulbs are concerned. These self-con-
tained packages of foliage and flowers 
will welcome spring with vivid colors 
year after year. 

The bulbs, triggered into motion by 
time and/or temperature, are very re-
liable plants. They're the first to arrive 
in spring and make a visual impact 
that is difficult surpass the rest of the 
season. 

Although only some plants, such as 
daffodils and hyacinths, are actually 
true bulbs, there are other plants that 
grow in a similar manner and are 
called "bulbs," even though they are 
technically corms, rhizomes or tu-
bers. These plants are grouped to-

gether under the heading of "spring 
bulbs" because they are all planted in 
fall when they are dormant and grow 
and flower the following spring. Once 
flowering is complete, the foliage 
manufactures food, stores it in the 
bulb for the following year and dies 
down. 

Bulbs in the landscape 
Nothingshouts "spring" louder than a 
magnificent bulb display, especially 
one tastefully integrated into the 
landscape. Long before any color is 
contributed to the garden by any other 
plant, bulbs, such as winter aconite, 
snowdrops, bulbous iris, early-
blooming species crocus and the later-
blooming hybrid crocus, are poking 
their heads through the ground, 

leaves and even snow. 
Smaller bulbs are the earliest to 

bloom and therefore should be set 
where they will be noticed up close. 
Besides growing in the lawn, they 
grow well at the base of trees, along 
the edges of parking lots, near build-
ing entrances—wherever they will be 
in view of public places. 

A little later, Grecian Windflower, 
Siberian Squill, Glory of the Snow and 
Puschkinia bloom when days are still 
bleak and trees and shrubs are just 
beginning to bloom or leaf out. 

Early bulbs 
All of these early bulbs can also be 
naturalized into the lawn, as it has not 
yet started to grow. 

Early tulips and daffodils form an 
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BULB FLOWERING SCHEDULE 
PLANTING SPACING FLOWERING 

FLOWERING TIME DEPTH HEIGHT 

Very Early 
Galanthus (Snowdrops) 4" 2" VL 
Eranthis (Winter Aconite) 4" 2" V 
Iris Reticulata 4" 2" VL 
Crocus 4" 3" VL 
Chionodoxa (Glory of the Snow) 4" 2" VL 
Puschkinia libanotica 4" 2" VL 
Fritillaria Meleagris (Guinea Hen Flower) 4" 5" L 

Early 
Kaufmanniana Tulip 6" 5" VL 
Fosertiana Tulip 6" 6" L 
Single Early and Double Early Tulips 6" 6" MH 
Muscari (Grape Hyacinth) 4" 2" VL 
Miniature Daffodil 6" 5" L 
Trumpet Daffodil 6" 6" MH 
Hyacinth 6" 6" L 

Mid-Season 
Greigii Tulip 6" 6" L/MH 
Mendel Tulip 6" 6" MH 
Triumph Tulip 6" 6" MH/H 
Darwin Hybrid Tulip 6" 6" H 
Short-cupped Daffodil 6" 6" MH 
Poeticus Narcissus 6" 6" MH 
Jonquil 6" 6" MH 
Taxetta Dafodil 6" 6" MH 
Fritillaria Imperialis (Crown Imperial) 8" 12" H 

Late 
Scilla campanulata (Spanish squill or 4" 3" L 

Wood Hyacinth) 
Darwin Tulip 6" 6" H 
Lily-flowered Tulip 6" 6" H 
Cottage Tulip 6" 6" H/VH 
Parrot Tulip 6" 6" MH/H 
Double Late Tulip 6" 6" MH 

Very Late 
Dutch Iris 4" 5" MH 
Allium 6" 12" VH 

CODE: VL = Very Low (up to 6") H = High (20" to 28") 
L = Low (6" to 12") VH = Very high (over 28") 
MH = Medium High (12" to 20") 



Late-blooming tulips make a strong impact on the landscape, filling the time 
void between early-blooming bulbs and flowering trees and shrubs. 

e n c h a n t i n g s i lhouet te in front of for-
sythia and can be united by a border of 
pansies . 

Fragrant h y a c i n t h s b loom at the 
s a m e t ime as most daffodils and can be 
added to this s c h e m e , under magno-
lias or in front of ear ly-b looming rho-
dodendrons such as the P.J.M. 

Late bloomers 
G r a p e h y a c i n t h s , b l o o m i n g a l i t t le 
later, add c o m p l e m e n t a r y b lue to the 
pinks of flowering crabapples , c h e r r y 
and peach; with red tulips, they are 
dazzling. 

With la te-blooming azaleas, Sco tch 
broom and dogwood, c o m b i n e late-
b looming tulips, Dutch iris and wood 
hyac inth . Al l ium can add color and a 
unique accent to early perennia ls and 
tie the two seasons together. 

L a t e - b l o o m i n g tul ips , h y a c i n t h s , 
daffodils and the more u n i q u e sum-
mer snowflake, c rown imperial and 
a l l ium, bloom with late-spring shrubs 

and early perennia ls and should be a 
part of the overal l plan. B e c a u s e they 
are larger than the ear l i e r b u l b s to 
flower, they can del iver a greater im-
pact and help to fill the t ime void be-
tween early bulbs, flowering trees and 
shrubs, and s u m m e r annuals . 

S t e e p slopes and rock walls are also 
e x c e l l e n t sites for large bulb plant-
ings. W h e t h e r the hi l ls are l ined with 
evergreen shrubs or with perennia l 
ground covers , bulbs can transform 
them into a kale idoscope of color. 

Informal bulbs such as daffodils, 
s q u i l l s a n d a n e m o n e s a r e b e t t e r 
c h o i c e s here than formal bulbs such 
as tulips and hyacinths . T h e s e same 
bulbs and others , such as guinea hen 
flower or s tar -o f -Beth lehem, are per-
fect for natural is t ic , rustic, or woodsy 
landscapes . 

Where to plant 
Tul ips and hyac inths are most effec-
tive planted in formal masses in the 

f l o w e r b e d or b o r d e r . A f t e r t h e i r 
bloom fades, color can be achieved 
with annuals in the same spot. 

Most bulbs l ike to be planted in full 
sun, but s ince most of them bloom 
before the t rees leaf out, they will 
probably be in sun anyway, unless 
shaded by a building. Bulbs grown in 
shadier s i tuat ions will bloom a little 
later, will have more intense color, 
and have longer lasting flowers. 

Geometr i c patterns and logos are 
very effect ive in bulb plantings. 

Planning for bulbs 
T h e f i r s t d e c i s i o n to b e m a d e is 
w h e t h e r you want a formal or an in-
formal planting. T h i s depends to a 
great ex tent on the style of the land-
scape. 

T h e formal garden is symmetr ica l 
with regular borders and should be 
p l a n t e d wi th formal b u l b s s u c h as 
tulips or hyacinths . It is effective only 
w h e n color is used in mass or in large 
blocks. 

Informal beds are more natural in 
look , w i t h b u l b s p l a n t e d in dr i f ts 
rather than in rigid lines. Colors can 
be m i x e d more heavi ly and still be 
effect ive. 

A color whee l will help you create 
color harmony. In a formal garden it is 
best to use one dominant color with 
no more than two complementary col-
ors in the same area. In an informal 
design, color use can be freer, but it is 
n e v e r t h e l e s s more e f fec t ive if used 
with rhyme and reason. 

Color schemes 
T h e c o l o r s c h e m e c a n b e m o n o -
c h r o m a t i c ( o n e c o l o r ) , a n a l o g o u s 
( t h r e e c o l o r s ) or c o m p l e m e n t a r y , 
w h i c h could be a c h i e v e d with red 
t u l i p s and p u r p l e - b l u e grape hya-
cinths . 

Match bulb color to the color of 
trees and shrubs in bloom at the same 
t i m e . S e l e c t d i f f e r e n t v a r i e t i e s of 
bu lbs if you want to insure a con-
t inuity of bloom from early spring to 
early s u m m e r . 

Cons ider the v iew of the design 
from different angles: the approach, 
the walkways and the outside as well 
as from inside the buildings. Raised 
beds can add drama to a view while 
correct ing poorly drained soil. 

Plan to plant the bulbs in groups. In 
formal designs, these groups will nat-
urally be large. Even in informal de-
signs, plant in c lumps of three to 12, 
depending on the size of the plant. It's 
far better to plant three groups with 
four tulips in each one than to l ine a 
dozen tulips in a straight l ine in front 
of a hedge. For best visual effect, there 
s h o u l d be o n l y o n e c o l o r in e a c h 
c lump. 

continued on page 80 



Bulbs from page 78 

Caring for bulbs is easy 
W h e n b u l b s are used in a natu-

ra l ized sett ing, se lec t a spot w h e r e 
they will not have to be disturbed un-
til their foliage dies away. 

Privacy desired 
W h e n b u l b s are i n t e r p l a n t e d w i t h 
groundcovers or ex is t ing plants, it is 
p o s s i b l e that n o t h i n g f u r t h e r w i l l 
need to be done with the area after the 
bulbs fade. In large beds and borders, 
add a n n u a l s as soon as they can be 
planted in the spring. W h e r e perenni -
als and bulbs are used together, try to 
p lant a n d d iv ide both at the s a m e 
t ime. T h a t way you k n o w w h e r e ev-
erything is. 

G e o m e t r i c patterns and logos are 
very ef fect ive in bulb plantings. De-
pending on the t ime of year you are 
looking for the b loom to occur , choose 
among more formal bulbs l ike hybrid 
c r o c u s , h y a c i n t h s , grape h y a c i n t h s 
and tulips for this type of bulb plant-
ing. T h e y c a n be s k e t c h e d out on 
graph paper in advance , and the s a m e 
plan can be used to replant the area 
with a n n u a l s if you desire . 

Care for bulbs is minimal . A few 
s i m p l e tips wil l k e e p t h e m at 
the ir b looming best. 

S i n c e bulbs m a n u f a c t u r e and 
s tore food e a c h year , f e e d i n g 
t h e m is essent ia l . An al l -pur-
pose fert i l izer high in phospho-
rus added as growth begins or as 
the foliage begins to fade is best . 

W h e n l a r g e b u l b s ( t u l i p s , 
d a f f o d i l s , h y a c i n t h s ) h a v e 
b loomed, cut the flowers off im-
mediate ly so they don't set seed. 
T h a t way they direct their en-
ergy into the bulb for the fol low-
ing year. S m a l l e r bulbs can be 
let go to seed, w h i c h will scat ter 
and increase the colony. 

Keep foliage 
Never remove the foliage until 
it h a s t u r n e d b r o w n . B u l b s 
planted in a grassy area should 
be ear ly-blooming types so the 
browning of the foliage doesn't 

are planted. T h e y will natural ly 
increase and form large groups. 
Daffodils and crocus need divid-
ing every four to s ix years, w h e n 
the flowers decrease in size and 
the planting b e c o m e s crowded. 
T h e best t ime to do this is in the 
spr ing r ight a f t e r t h e fo l iage 
fades. 

Tul ips and hyacinth bulbs do 
not increase in most parts of the 
United States, and diminish in 
size each year. T h e y will there-
fore need to be replaced quite 
often. 

S o m e instal lat ions plant new 
tulips every year, cutt ing the fo-
liage back as soon as it fades. 
T h e bulbs can be removed, but 
it 's not necessary. W h e t h e r or 
not you do this or try to get sev-
eral years out of tulips depends 
on your budget. 

No pests, please 
Bulbs develop few insect or dis-
ease problems. Virus diseases 
c a u s e f lowers to b e c o m e mis-
shapen or discolored. S ince they 
cannot be cured, the only re-
course is to dig up and discard 
the bulb. 

Instant effect in small areas 
can be ach ieved by purchasing 
pots of forced bulbs, or forcing 
your own if you have a green-
house facility. T h i s is more ex-
p e n s i v e and t i m e c o n s u m i n g , 
and the bulbs in most cases can-
not be reused. • 

other bulb. T h e r e really isn't much 
you can do about it. Dusting bulbs 
with T h i r a m before planting offers 
t e m p o r a r y r e l i e f . Dr ied b lood was 
once highly recommended, but its ef-
fec t iveness washes away with irriga-
tion or rain. Repel lants have some ef-
fect iveness . 

After planting... 
A f t e r p l a n t i n g , w a t e r w e l l o n c e , 
w h i c h s h o u l d b e s u f f i c i e n t u n t i l 
growth s tarts in the spring. M u l c h 
with oak leaves, bark chips or other 
organic m u l c h , w h i c h wi l l protect 
small bulbs from being heaved from 
the ground in winter . 

Spr ing- f lower ing bulbs are small 
packages with big color impact. Plant 
some this fall. Although you won't be 
rewarded for many months, the im-
pact on the landscape will be worth 
the wait. LM 

Planting bulbs 
If you want top qual i ty flowers, you^ 
must plant top-qual i ty bulbs . Don't 
try to skimp: you and your c u s t o m e r 
wil l only be disappointed at the small 
f l o w e r s and the poor p e r f o r m a n c e . 
P u r c h a s e large, firm bulbs that do not 
h a v e v i s i b l e s c a r s , b r u i s e s or soft 
spots. 

Unti l you plant your bulbs, be sure 
to store t h e m in a dark, dry and cool 
area so they will not rot, grow or dry 
up. A covered box inside an u n h e a t e d 
m a i n t e n a n c e bui lding or garage is an 
ideal locat ion. 

Y o u c a n plant spr ing b u l b s a n y 
t ime in the fall until the ground freez-
es. If you can' t plant all of them at 
once , start with the smal ler , ear l ier-
f l o w e r i n g b u l b s and e n d w i t h t h e 
tulips. 

B e c a u s e b u l b roots r e a c h d e e p , 
deep soil penetrat ion is cr i t ical . Plow, 
spade, or double dig to a depth of 12 
i n c h e s for the largest bulbs, s ix i n c h e s 
for the s m a l l e r ones . Drainage and 
a e r a t i o n a r e e s p e c i a l l y c r i t i c a l for 
bulbs to prevent rotting over winter . 
Add organic mat ter to equal 25 per-
cent of the soil v o l u m e to insure cor-
rect soil cons is tency . 

Planting large areas 
It is easiest to plant large areas by dig-
ging out the ent i re bed to the proper 
depth, placing the bulbs in place, and 
replacing the soil. Note the planting 
depth of the bulb, or plant to a depth of 
2x/2 to 3 t imes the bulbs ' width. 

In formal plantings, set out at least 
three rows of bulbs in straight l ines. In 

i n t e r f e r e w i t h m o w i n g t h e 
grass. 

T h e fol iage of most b u l b s is 
g o n e w i t h i n a m o n t h a f t e r 
b l o o m i n g . T h e f o l i a g e o f 
d a f f o d i l s h o w e v e r , h a n g s 
a r o u n d for s i x to e ight w e e k s , 
w h i c h c a n c a u s e p r o b l e m s . In 
p l a n t i n g beds , t h e fo l iage c a n 
be b r a i d e d or fo lded out of the 
way. 

Smaller is simpler 
M a n y of the smal ler bulbs need 
no fur ther at tent ion after they 

informal designs, stagger the bulbs so 
they look natural . O n e good way to do 
th is is to l ight ly toss t h e m on t h e 
ground and plant them w h e r e they 
fall. 

W h e n plant ing , add s u p e r p h o s p 
hate or bone meal to the soil in the 
bottom of the planting hole, and place 
the bulb on top of it. T h i s will assure 
good root growth. 

Keep animals away 
If squirrels , c h i p m u n k s , or other small 
a n i m a l s a r e a n u i s a n c e , p l a c e t h e 
bulbs in a wire basket and plant the 
basket , or p lace a layer of c h i c k e n 
wire over plant ing beds. S e c u r e its 
corners to prevent it from being dug 
up. 

S q u i r r e l s wil l eat the f lowers of 
m a n y hybrid tulips. If you have squir-
rels and c a n n o t e l i m i n a t e t h e m by 
trapping, you may want to choose an-


