
JOBTALK 
Wildflower benefits always in bloom 
by Diane Wi l son , ecologist, Applewood Seed Company 

Mike Kropp, g r o u n d s m a i n t e n a n c e 
super in tenden t for the City of Rock 
Hill, S.C., once decided to plant wild-
flowers in nar row medians too small 
to mow safely. The tactic worked. 

T h e w i l d f l o w e r s , w h i c h he ob-
tained from Applewood Seed Co., pro-
vided bright color dur ing the spring 
and s u m m e r and resul ted in a sub-
stantial cost savings for the city. 

Kropp views flowers as a safe and 
economical ad junct to turf. "For every 
dollar spent (on wildflowers), we save 
an est imated $3." 

Wildflowers are great addi t ions to 
o u t - o f - p l a y a r ea s , k n o l l s b e t w e e n 
greens, doglegs on fa i rways, in the 
roughs and near tees. 

M i k e Kosak, s u p e r i n t e n d e n t at 
Forest Highlands in Flagstaff, Ariz., 
developed a seed mix of wild grasses 
combined wi th f ive percent of Ap-
plewood's mounta in mix. 

" T h e response was o v e r w h e l m -
ing," says Kosak. "People notice the 
w i l d f l o w e r s e v e n m o r e t h a n t h e y 
notice the greens." 

Mark Raab, ground supervisor of 
Mary land ' s Howard Coun ty Bureau 
of Parks, claims that in addit ion to a 
substantial increase in wildlife, main-
t e n a n c e cos t s h a v e b e e n r e d u c e d 
" s u b s t a n t i a l l y " s ince h e ' s p l a n t e d 
wildflower meadows. Cost cut t ing re-
sults in less fertilizer, herbicide, labor 
and equipment use. " O u r costs in 1987 
for mainta in ing turf was $690 per acre 
per year, verses $31 per acre for wild-
flowers. The only main tenance per-
formed on our meadows is mowing 
once per year ," says Raab. 

Steps to establishment 
To achieve good wildflower establish-
men t , Raab first uses R o u n d u p to 
c lear t he area of vegeta t ion . Dead 
plants are mowed low and raked off. A 
rake or power de tha tcher is then used 
to scarify the soil down to a depth of 
about Vi-inch. The seed is mixed with 
a bulking agent such as sand, Turface 
or kitty litter. One part seed to three 
parts bulking agent is a satisfactory 
ratio. 

T h e s e e d / b u l k i n g agent m i x is 
s o w n w i t h a h a n d - h e l d r o t a r y 
spreader. Seed is lightly raked into the 
soil, or a power de tha tcher may be 
used in large areas. 

Fiachra, a large landscaping firm 
with many northeast offices, has hy-
d roseeded App lewood ' s w i ld f lower 
seed in n u m e r o u s projects. 

"Commerc ia l cus tomers and resi-

Wildflowers provide scenic refreshment between play at the Port Ludlow 
Golf Course, Port Ludlow, WA. 

dential developers will generally use 
wildflowers in buffer areas or inter-
m e d i a t e zones f o u n d b e t w e e n t he 
formal landscaped area and a property 
line or s tand of woods," says Carole 
D'Adamo of Fiachra. 

"Retent ion basins have also been 
used for wi ld f lower locat ions," she 
adds . " I t ' s been an aes the t i c a l ter-
nat ive to the tradit ional grass vegeta-
tion usual ly found in these areas." 

Two-step hydroseeding 
Accord ing to D 'Adamo, w i ld f lower 
seed s h o u l d be h y d r o s e e d e d d i f -
ferent ly than grass seed. 

" T h e planting method used in hy-
droseeding is a two-step process," she 
says. "First, the seed is sprayed on 
w i t h a m i n i m a l a m o u n t of f i b e r 
mulch, just enough for marking pur-
poses. After it has had t ime to dry, a 
second application is sprayed on with 
mulch, tackifier and 0-36-0 plus sulfer 
ferti l izer. The total a m o u n t of mu lch 
u sed is 1200 l b s . / a c r e w i t h o n l y 
about 300 lbs. used in the first appli-
cation. Due to the small and some-
what fragile character is t ics of wild-
Flower seed, it is impor tan t to get seed 
to soil contact . 

"If the full complement of mulch 
were used in one application, a lot of 
the seed would get tied up in the paper 
mulch and never have a chance to 
germinate ." 

Blending in 
Barb S t e i n m e y e r of Habi ta t Land-
scapes, Inc., Aurora, Colo., has a large 
c l i en te le f rom a res ident ia l neigh-
b o r h o o d w i t h e x t e n s i v e a r e a s of 
nat ive vegetation such as scrub oak 
and ponderosa pine. Her customers 
wan ted to try wi ldf lowers because 
traditional plantings would look out 
of place. "Cus tomers like the masses 
of d i f f e r e n t c o l o r s , " s t a t e s S te in -
meyer, "and they like the fact that 
they blend in with the rest of the natu-
ral env i ronment . " 

Ste inmeyer reseeds dur ing the sec-
ond and third years with an a n n u a l / 
p e r e n n i a l m i x t u r e at one-ha l f the 
original planting rate. 

Reseed ing the second and th i rd 
year helps to control weeds, cover 
bare spots, and provide addi t iona l 
color f r o m the a n n u a l s . P e r e n n i a l 
wildflowers usually attain their full 
g rowth and begin to bloom in 2-3 
years. LM 


