
GREAT ON 
THE GREAT 
OUTDOORS. 

GHEENSKEEPER 
20-4-10 

HOMOGENEOUS FERTILIZER 

The great outdoors has a wide range of turf 

conditions. So where do you turn for one supe-

rior, yet economical feeding? Greenskeeper 

20-4-10. This homogeneous fertilizer contains 

40% organic nitrogen and is formulated for 

immediate turf green-up and sustained feeding. 

Yet it is cost-efficient for use on a diversity of turf 

areas. From your source for premium quality 

turf products. 

Lebar non 
TURF PRODUCTS 

A division of Lebanon Chemical Corporation 

800-233-0628 

RESEARCH 

Good news: pesticides leach 
less than originally believed 
according to Cornell findings 
ITHACA, N.Y. — Findings 
to f u r t h e r i n d i c a t e t h a t 
pesticide leaching is not as 
p r o n o u n c e d as o f t en be-
lieved are to be released by 
C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y r e -
searchers in October. 

Dr. Marty Petrovic of the 
C o r n e l l U n i v e r s i t y ho r -
t i cu l tu re d e p a r t m e n t has 
c o m p l e t e d r e s e a r c h in to 
the leaching propert ies of 
2,4-D, dicamba, Sevin, and 
Daconil. Three media were 
used in the t r ia ls : sand , 
sandy loam and silt loam. 

According to Petrovic, 
the research findings are 
improvements over stan-
dard, conservative leaching 
models used by govern-
ment agencies to indicate 
leaching potential. 

What's interesting to Pe-
trovic is that the models 
"should have predicted a 
lot more leaching than we 
actual ly found; there's 
something 'unique' in the 
turf system that's reducing 
the amount of pesticide 

moving down. 
"If people do use these 

models (as guides), and (in-
dependent tests) are not 
showing any leaching, 
that's probably true. If they 
show some leaching, then 
we may have to question 
whether more research is 
needed." 

Petrovic conducted his 
research in the fall of 1989, 
and again this summer. The 
different seasons provided 
contrasting climatic condi-
tions. 

Earthworm activity also 
seems to play a part in prod-
uct movement. Petrovic in-
dicates the tests done in silt 
loam showed that substan-
tial amounts of pesticides 
followed earthworm chan-
nels. These passageways al-
low water and pesticides to 
move deeper and faster. 

Petrovic will present his 
complete findings at an ar-
borist's association meeting 
in San A n t o n i o , Oct. 
21-26. • 

Don't knock 
Earth Day 
To the editor: 

I read the June issue and 
was happy to see articles 
about finding ways to use 
less pesticides and control 
the problems of water use. 
We are trying to do the 
same thing here at the ar-
boretum. 

Then I read your edi-
torial ("Earth Day at 'the 
zoo'"). Unfortunately, Mr. 
Mclver has written a piece 
that I can only describe as 
nonsensical, self-serving, 
and unprofessional. The 
description of the people 
se lected for the article 
sounded like his self-image 
was being threatened by a 
few of the more extreme el-
ements of the environ-
mental movement, and he 
apparent ly th inks the 

whole landscape industry 
feels the same way. 

Mr. Mclver is living and 
thinking in the past. His in-
security about changes that 
are happening in this world 
shows through. You should 
be encouraging the indus-
try to forge ahead with en-
vironmental responsibility, 
not bashing Earth Day. 

Here at Mercer, we coop-
erated with Texaco and 
others during our Earth Day 
celebration in order to ex-
change ideas and bring 
about change in a mean-
ingful manner. Doing busi-
ness in the oil and chemical 
capital of the U.S., we know 
how these companies oper-
ate. There are signs of sig-
nificant changes. 

The description of Earth 
Day as a zoo and, indirectly, 
as a communist plot, could 
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not be farther from reality. I 
look forward to more intel-
ligent and professional edi-
torials from your magazine 
in the future . 

Stephen M. Young 
Mercer Arboretum & 

Botanic Gardens 
Humble, Tex. 

(The " m o r e ex t r eme ele-
m e n t s " in t h e e d i t o r i a l 
we re g e n u i n e Ear th Day 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , M c l v e r 
c o n t e n d s — o n e of w h o m 
was the event 's master of 
ceremonies. 

We think the public de-
serves to hear both sides. 
Perhaps the people in Hum-
b le s h o u l d a d v i s e t h e i r 
Cleveland peers.—ED.) 

Same article; 
different view 
To the editor: 

I read with interest your 
editorial "Earth Day at ' the 
zoo'." 

Just to confirm your sup-
position, the Professional 
Lawn Care Association of 
Mid -Amer i ca (PLCAMA) 

attempted to obtain booth 
space at the Kansas City 
Earth Day celebration. Our 
inquiries were met with an 
emphat ic "We don' t want 
you there!" 

I talked by phone with 
the local director for about 
20 minutes. He finally re-
luctantly agreed to send me 
b o o t h i n f o r m a t i o n e v e n 
though it was "unlikely our 
appl icat ion would be ap-
proved." I never received 
the promised material. 

Any attempts on our part 
to convince environmental 
extremists are doomed to 
futility. But we must con-
t inue to educate the general 
public about the safe use of 
l awn care p roduc t s , and 
create public awareness of 
our complete approach in-
c l u d i n g i n t e g r a t e d p e s t 
management, recycling and 
so forth. 

Obv ious ly , good -news 
messages don't sell papers 
or m a k e s h o c k i n g head -
lines for the 6 p.m. news re-
port. But your statement is 
on target: "Let's continue to 
tell our side of the story, 

w h e n e v e r and w h e r e v e r 
we can...or are allowed." 

T h a n k s for y o u r ed i -
torial. You provided a re-
f r e s h i n g v i e w p o i n t on 
Ear th Day fes t iv i t i e s we 
would neve r have hea rd 
from most media sources. 

Olivia Golden 
Executive Director 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Daconil framed 
in hearings 
To the editor: 

After reading the news 
article in the May 1990 issue, 
I was stunned to read the 
quote made by Lt. George 
Prior's brother Thomas re-
garding Lt. Prior 's death. 
This statement was false and 
misleading. 

Daconil 2787 was not the 
cause of Lt. Prior's death. A 
viral infection called toxic 
epidermal necrolysis (TEN) 
was. Statements like this one 
made by Mr. Prior can be 
detrimental to our industry. I 
feel it is your obligation as a 
trade magazine of the green 
i n d u s t r y to pub l i sh th i s 

s tatement and correct the 
wrongful accusation toward 
Daconil 2787. 

Jeff Lansdowne 
Pocono Farms C.C. 

Tobyhanna,Pa. 

Golf courses 
recover nicely 
To the editor: 

I s ince re ly apprec ia t e 
Will Per ry ' s accuracy in 
quoting my comments about 
Hurrican Hugo damage in 
last November's issue. This 
indicates to me his sincerity 
and professionalism as man-
aging editor. 

I am pleased to tell you 
that the golf courses in the 
Grand Stand (S.C.) area are 
recovering nicely and that 
our rate of play is picking up. 
It is my understanding that 
our new course develop-
ment is proceeding at a brisk 
p a c e — s o m e t h i n g on the 
order of 10 to 15 courses are 
either under construction or 
were started this spring. 

Dr. Paul Alexander 
Horry-Georgetown Tech 

Conway, S.C. 

Introducing Bio-Groundskeeper 
"Accurate Measurer" starter size kit! 

Now, there is an even more convenient way to reduce thatch the natural way—with the 
Bio-Groundskeeper® "Accurate Measurer" starter size kit. 
A special "squeeze" metering device on 32-oz. starter size kit bottles makes application 
faster, easier and more accurate than ever before. The totally organic system helps develop 
more healthy, disease-resistant lawns requiring less water by reducing the blanket of thatch 
that blocks water and nutrients. 
Call Toil-Free 1-800-383-4081 for the distributor nearest you. 
Quotes from professional turf managers: 
"I'm very pleased with the KLM Bio Systems product. It gave me 
quick rekilts and excellent thatch reduction." 

Robert Hansen, Groundskeeper, New York Jets 

Convenient 
32-oz. Starter Size Kit 
covers 25,000 square feet 

7 m very satisfied. In the past at this time of year we have never 
had roots over four inches. Now, the roots on the greens and tees 
are eight inches or better." 

Rch Riggs, Sentry World, Stevens Fbint, W1 

Accurate Measurer 
Simply squeeze 
bottle to obtain an 
accurate measure In 
reservoir. 

For 
Thatch Reduction 

KLM Bio-Systems, Inc. 
10700 Norman dale Blvd., Bloomington, MN 55437 

612-884 4081 1-800-383-4081 
Products working in harmony with nature 
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