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Research a key to keeping 
the green industry green 

Chinese interns look over seed samples at lacklin Seed in 
Post Falls, Ida., where research is a continuing project. 

NATIONAL R E P O R T — 
Major organizations within 
the green industry are real-
izing how important re-
search money has become. 

On one hand, the Golf 
Course S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s 
A s s o c i a t i o n of A m e r i c a 
(GCSAA) recently contrib-
uted $25,000 to the USGA/ 
GCSAA Turfgrass Research 
Committee. On the other 
hand, the American Society 
of Nurserymen (AAN) has 
told the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
that more money must be 
made avai lable for agri-
cultural research programs. 

T h e G C S A A ' s m o n e y 
will support ongoing scien-
tific work on new turfgrass 
var ie t i es that would re-
quire less water and be 
more disease resistant. 

GCSAA President Den-
nis D. Lyon made this ob-
s e r v a t i o n at the a n n u a l 
USGA/Golf Writers Asso-
ciation of America banquet 
held during the U.S. Open 
in Rochester, N.Y. 

William H. Bengeyfield, 
nat ional d i rec tor of the 
USGA Green Section, noted 
that more than $2.8 million 
has been distributed by the 
committee since 1983. "We 
thank GCSAA for the re-
search funding they pro-
vide, and we appreciate the 
time people like (GCSAA 
v i c e p r e s i d e n t ) J e r r y 
Faubel, Lyon and (execu-
tive director) John Schilling 
c o n t r i b u t e to the c o m -
mittee." 

"GCSAA sincerely sup-

ports the USGA turfgrass 
r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t . " sa id 
Lyon. "We look forward to 
working together with the 
USGA on other projects in 

CHICAGO — Today's golf 
course designers face many 
new challenges, thanks to 
heightened concerns about 
environmenta l preserva-
tion, says Pete Dye, presi-
d e n t of t h e A m e r i c a n 
Society of Golf Course Ar-
chitects (ASGCA). 

Dye says designers must 

the future." 
AAN representa t ives , 

appearing in Washington, 
D.C. recently, cited a report 
by the U.S. Department of 

comply more with stan-
dards relative to wetland 
preservation, use of fresh-
water supplies and the im-
p a c t o f p e s t i c i d e s on 
groundwater. And while he 
supports such standards, he 
believes the approval pro-
cess can defer a project for 
years, and hold up the nec-

Agriculture and Economic 
Research Service. The re-
port estimated 1987 grower 
cash receipts from environ-
mental horticulture crops 
at $4.3 billion. 

"Due in part to this con-
t inuing rate of growth , " 
said Duane Jelinek, AAN 
director of horticultural re-
search, " t remendous po-
tential exists for increased 
job opportunities as well as 
positive impacts on the en-
vironment." 

However, the AAN said 
it is aware of federal deficit 
w o e s , a n d i n s i s t e d it 
doesn't want a handout. 

"We have restricted our 
recommendation to main-
taining the integrity of re-
search programs which are 
absolutely vital to the nur-
sery industry , " said Ben 
Bolusky, AAN's director of 
government affairs. 

Of greatest concern to 
the association is continued 
funding for its plant science 
research programs, the co-
operat ive state research 
s e r v i c e a n d e x t e n s i o n 
services. • 

essary permits until issues 
can be studied completely. 

For that reason, Dye says 
A S G C A m e m b e r s a r e 
work ing to ident i fy the 
problem areas and propose 
positive alternatives. 

" T h e ASGCA Founda-
tion, for instance, recently 
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Designers should respect nature, Dye says 
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commissioned a study by 
Dr. Martin Petrovic of Cor-
nell University on the ef-
f e c t s o f n i t r a t e s o n 
groundwater." That report 
was to be available in May. 

Dye believes more con-
crete data is required to 
support the idea that prop-
erly maintained facilities 
embellish, rather than de-
stroy the environment. 

"No issue has raised the 
l e v e l o f c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
higher than the subject of 
w e t l a n d and m a r s h l a n d 
b o u n d a r i e s , " says Dye. 
" T h u s , i n t e g r a t i n g wet -
lands into the framework of 
a M a s t e r P l a n w i t h o u t 
jeopardizing the natural 
h a b i t a t or c o u r s e p lay-
ability has become a major 
cha l lenge to golf course 
architects." 

Dye says wetlands have 
become a high priority of 
regulatory agencies. That 
concern and subsequent 
public hearings have re-
sulted in a slower permit 
procurement process. 

"Wetlands have been re-
duced to less than 99 mil-
lion acres from the 215 that 
e x i s t e d in 17th c e n t u r y 
America," says Dye. "So it 
is imperative we protect a 
v a l u a b l e n a t u r a l r e -
source." • 

NEXT MONTH: 
Bio-control of 

turf pests 
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Universal Studios gets a giant 
ORLANDO, Fla. — An ex-
traordinary project came 
Ed Yates 's way recently: 
uproot, transport and re-
plant a 38-foot Phoenix re-
clinata palm tree. 

Yates's Lakeshore Tree 
Moving was contracted by 
Universal Studios to move 
the tree from an area nur-
sery to the movie com-
p a n y ' s s o o n - t o - b e - c o m -
pleted Orlando lot. Devel-
oper Marshall Cohn had 
p u r c h a s e d t h e n u r s e r y 
land, and was looking for 
ways to clear it for a con-
dominium complex. 

Moving the 43-year-old 
tree 13 miles required a lot 
of planning. "We had some 
smal l problems, but we 
solved them as they came 
u p , " s a y s Y a t e s . " W e 
started by going up into the 
tree with a sky reach to 
clean it. We then dug a 12-
inch trench around the ball, 
and filled the trench with 
sawdust. We cut the ball in 
two halves with chain saws 
and cross-cut saws." 

The police escort would 
not be available for two 
days, during which time 
the tree ball was insulated 
and received constant wa-
tering. Yates says replant-
ing the two halves exactly 
as they had originally been 
took about two hours 

Universal Studios/Flor-
ida opens in May, 1990. • 

Workers support a lower trunk as one half of a 38-foot 
highpalm tree is positioned at Universal Studios in 
Florida. 

Ransomes consummates Cushman buy; 
also purchases Salsco line of products 

Adam: Cushman, Ryan and 
Brouwer will continue to 
be r u n i n d e p e n d e n t l y . 

Rafos: Partnership will en-
hance Ransomes' domestic 
and international markets. 

JOHNSON CREEK, Wise. 
— L a n d s c a p e managers 
will still be able to purchase 
Cushman equipment from 
their usual distributors de-
spite a major deal in which 
p r o d u c t l i n e s c h a n g e d 
hands last month. 

Ransomes PLC added to 
its inf luence on the turf 
equipment market by first 
purchasing products previ-
ously marketed by Salsco 
Inc. T h e n , it purchased 
Cushman from OMC Lin-
coln for a reported $150 
million. 

The Cushman group in-
cludes Cushman turf vehi-
c l e s and m o w e r s , Ryan 
aerators and sod cutters, 
and Brouwer mowers, vac-
uums and sod harvesting 
equipment. The group will 
be run as an independent 
entity under the Ransomes 
America umbrella. 

"Cushman will operate 
as b e f o r e , " says Helmut 
Adam, president of Ran-
somes A m e r i c a . " I t is a 
well-run company with a 
good name. We are not 
going to change something 


