
SHORTCUTS 
TURFGRASS PLUGS...Milt Engelke, Ph.D. at 

T e x a s A&M University, recently got a chance to 
plug the turfgrass industry when he was inter-
viewed by T h e Associated Press. Engelke told 
the AP that last summer 's drought "was like a 
Sunday school picnic . It's going to get a lot 
worse . " He also told the reporter that the T e x a s 
A&M lab keeps artificial turf around " to clean 
our shoes . " 

A COLORFUL ADDITION . . .Multi-colored 
cotton lint plants are available from the South-
ern Crops Laboratory in College Station, Texas . 
A. Edward Percival, geneticist, has cotton lint 
plants in green, many shades of brown, khaki 
and chocolate. Shull Vance, golf course super-
intendent at T h e Country Club of Mobile, has 
planted many varieties of the ornamental and 
brown lint cotton. Vance wrote to us to say he 
planted them " i n containers for display, in a 
planter next to one of the club's swimming 
pools, and a few rows back of the No. 14 t e e . " To 
obtain the cotton seeds, wri te to the Crop 
Germplasm Research Unit, P.O. Drawer N, Col-
lege Station, T e x a s 77841. 

A WEALTH OF TREES.. .Ever consider how 
m u c h value a tree adds to the landscape? T h e 
United States Forest Service has the answer. 
According to the USFA, trees can contribute an 
average of seven percent to the value of a half-
acre home site and as much as 27 percent of the 
appraised value of the property. 

NEW ENTERPRISE...Robert Scobee, former 
market development and sales manager for T h e 
A n d e r s o n s ' L a w n P r o d u c t s D i v i s i o n , h a s 
f o r m e d N e w T r e n d s Market ing , a product 
sales/development venture to assist turf care 
product m a n u f a c t u r e r s penetra te lawn and 
garden markets . For more information, call 
Scobee at (419) 874-4019 in Perrysburg, Ohio. 

Rx FOR A LEGEND.. .The "Lover 's O a k " in 
Brunswick, Ga. is 900 years old, according to 
legend. When members of the American Soci-
ety of Consulting Arborists visited it, they de-
termined that a general lack of maintenance 
had resulted in serious decay and hazardous 
liability potential. ASCA execut ive direct Jack 
Siebenthaler, one of the visitors, offered the 
organization's assistance at no charge to the 
city. T h e y will recommend possible courses of 
action for providing a longer and more useful 
life for the tree so that future generations can 
enjoy it in complete safety. Using the latest 
scientific methods, they also hope to determine 
the tree's actual age. 

BURNING from page 11 
across Oregon's Interstate 5 
obscured drivers' vision, 
resulting in a multi-vehicle 
pile-up. 

Seed producers are al-
lowed to bum 200,000 acres 
this season—on days when 
conditions are right—an 
amount Clarence Simmons 
is happy with, but neither 
he nor other producers look 
forward to an outright ban. 
"Our fescues have to be 
burned, there's just no way 
out," insists Simmons, who 
operates Clarence Sim-
mons Farms, Inc. 

Two bills are under con-
sideration by the Oregon 
legislature. A bill spon-
sored by Ron Cease seeks a 
three-year phase-down of 
burning. Sen. Grattan Kea-
rns's bill would require an 
immediate ban. 

The Oregon Seed Coun-
cil says a three-year phase-
down does not give pro-
ducers enough time to de-
termine the yields pro-
duced by alternatives to 
burning. • 

LAWN CARE 

ChemLawn after 
biopesticides 
COLUMBUS, OH — Chem-
Lawn Services Corp. is 
looking toward Ecogen, a 
small Pennsylvania com-
pany for strains of insec-
ticidal bacteria from which 
i t w i l l d e v e l o p b i -
opes t i c ides , a cheaper , 
more effective method of 
pest control in lawns and 
ornamental plants. 

Under the agreement, 
ChemLawn will formulate 
the product from the strains 
and perform field trials. Ex-
actly what pests will be tar-
geted or when the product 
is to be released has not yet 
been determined, accord-
ing to ChemLawn spokes-
person Deb Strohmeyer. 

Ecogen has as many as 
7,000 strains of bacteria, 
c a l l e d Bt, for B a c i l l u s 
thuringiensis. These bacte-
rial proteins kill insects 
upon ingestion. 

There are a few Bt-based 
products for homeowners 
already on the market. 

According to a Wall 
Street Journal report, the in-

c r e a s e d s e n s i t i v i t y of 
homeowners to chemicals 
has led ChemLawn to look 
for alternatives to battling 
pests traditionally con-
trolled with chemicals. • 

INSECTS 

New product 
fights deer tick 
BOSTON — EcoHealth, 
Inc. says its new product, 
Damminix, has proven to 
be more than 97 percent ef-
fective in reducing the 
number of Lyme disease-
i n f e c t e d deer t i cks on 
treated property. The prod-
uct c o u l d be a m a j o r 
weapon in the battle against 
Lyme disease, which is car-
ried by the deer tick. 

According to EcoHealth, 
the findings were based on 
tests conducted in 1988 by 
the Connecticut Parks De-
partment, the Nature Con-
servancy on Shelter Island, 
the Trustees of Reservation 
in Ipswich, Mass., and the 
New York State depart-
ments of Health and Parks 
and Recreation. 

"These tests show that 
Damminix can play a major 
role in controlling this se-
rious public health prob-
l e m , " says A l e x a n d e r 
Kovel, president of Boston-
based EcoHealth. 

Developed by three sci-
ent is ts from Harvard's 
School of Public Health, 
D a m m i n i x w o r k s by 
focussing on the tick, Ix-
odes dammini, which car-
ries the disease. Although 
adult ticks feed on deer, the 
immature ticks feed on the 
white-footed mouse, which 
carries the disease. 

Damminix consists of 
biodegradable cardboard 
tubes filled with cotton 
balls soaked in permethrin, 
a mild insect ic ide. The 
tubes are placed in a grid 
pattern in the affected area 
in the spring and late sum-
mer. Mice then gather the 
cotton balls and bring them 
back to their nests where 
the treated cotton kills the 
ticks without harming the 
mice. 

Damminix is registered 
with the EPA and in 12 


