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LANDSCAPE 
MANAGEMENT 

LEGISLATION 

New lawn council meets 
with EPA representatives 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Better communicat ion between 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the lawn 
care industry was a chief topic discussed during a recent 
meeting in the nation's capital. 

The meeting between PLCAA's newly-formed Council 
for Lawn Care Information and EPA officials was espe-
cially timely in light of recent activism against and legisla-
tion regulating the use of pest control chemicals in many 
states. 

Those present at the meeting included Jim Wilkinson, 
PLCAA's director of environmental and regulatory affairs; 
Bob Earley, publisher of Lawn Care Industry magazine; 
and various LCOs, univers i ty experts , manufac turers , 

formulators and distributors. 
The meeting included a discussion about whe ther or 

not LCOs would be included in agricultural worker pro-
tection s tandards current ly being promulgated. The lawn 
care industry would like input on these standards, and 
would like to see distinctions made between mixers, load-
ers and applicators. 

Depending on the toxicity of particular pesticides, there 
might someday be three levels of certification required. 
Some products would be applied only by certified ap-
plicators, others would require an on-site supervisor and 
others would require a supervisor be available within a 
reasonable time of application. • 

TREES 

'Waggle' damage 
examined in U.K. 

MORE LEGISLATION 

PLCAA challenges new local 
ordinance in Mayfield, Ohio 
COLUMBUS, Ohio — The 
Professional Lawn Care As-
s o c i a t i o n of A m e r i c a 
(PLCAA) has fi led in the 
U.S. District Court of Ohio 
cha l l eng ing a local ordi-
n a n c e on c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
grounds. 

The village of Mayfield 
had passed an ordinance re-
q u i r i n g l a w n c h e m i c a l 
u s e r s to n o t i f y a b u t t i n g 
n e i g h b o r s w h e n t h e y 
planned to spray lawns and 
to tel l t h e m t h e type of 
chemicals being used. 

"The industry is not op-
posed to reasonable, sound 
regulat ion, and we ' r e not 
opposed to fur ther regula-
tion in the state of Ohio," 
says PLCAA's Jim Wilkin-
son. "However , the re are 
some 88,000 local govern-
ments in the United States, 
and if each of those govern-
ments decided they wanted 
to regulate the lawn care in-
dustry, it would create ab-

solute chaos." 
T h e PLCAA is a sk ing 

tha t Mayf ie ld be pe rma-
nently restricted from en-
forcing the ordinance and 
that it be prohibited from 
passing similar ordinances. 

The association believes 
t h a t t h e F e d e r a l I n s e c -
ticide, Fungicide and Ro-
dent ic ide Act es tabl ished 
that only states or the fed-
eral government could reg-
ulate pesticide use. "May-
f ie ld Vi l l age , " r e a d s t he 
suit, "by purport ing to reg-
ulate pesticide use, violates 
the Supremacy Clause of 
the U.S. Consti tution." 

Sign-posting regulations 
took affect across Ohio on 
June 1. They prohibit lawn 

service companies from ap-
ply ing pes t ic ides to resi-
d e n t i a l l a w n s i n a n y 
municipali ty or subdivided 
area of a township without 
m e e t i n g c e r t a i n r e -
quirements . 

R e q u i r e m e n t s i n c l u d e 
writ ten notification to the 
property owner listing the 
p e s t i c i d e s a p p l i e d a n d 
other information. 

Companies are also re-
qui red to make a reason-
a b l e a t t e m p t to n o t i f y 
residents of adjacent prop-
erty prior to an application, 
providing the neighbor has 
asked the company in writ-
i n g t o p r o v i d e s u c h 
notification. 

Such proposed legisla-
tion is not unprecedented. 
In 1984, the city of Wau-
conda, 111. unsuccess fu l ly 
tried to pass the same type 
of laws that would, in ef-
fect, p re -empt the FIFRA 
laws. • 

LONDON, England — Sci-
en t i s t s h e r e a re s eek ing 
ways to minimize tree dam-
age caused by high winds. 

Wind damage results in 
t h e loss of h u n d r e d s of 
t h o u s a n d s of t r e e s e a c h 
year in the Uni ted King-
dom, representing approxi-
mately 13,000 forest acres. 

Dr. Ronn ie Milne has 
been leading a research team 
at the U.K. Natural Environ-
ment Research Council's In-
stitute of Terrestrial Ecology 
that could have applications 
in the U.S. 

Milne reports that 40 mile 
per hour winds combining 
with the trees' natural sway-
ing motion results in extreme 
movement, or "waggle." 

Milne and his associates 
a re c o n s t r u c t i n g m a t h e -
matical models of how trees 
bend in the wind in order to 
find ways to reduce the losses 
due to wind damage. Accord-
ing to Milne, site selection, 
soi l d e p t h , s p a c i n g a n d 
drainage all affect the trees' 
wind survivability. • 


