
'KENT' OUTSHINES 
COMMON WHITE CLOVER 

Although white clover in a lawn can be slippery, stain clothes and is 
unsightly to some, many prefer it to a grass monoculture. 

by R. E. DeGregorio and R. A. Ashley, Dept. of Plant Science, Univ. of Connecticut. 

Landscapers are often surprised 
to discover the advantages of 
having white clover present in a 

lawn. Many are delighted to find that 
white clover offers a biological pro-
duction of a slow release nitrogen fer-
t i l i z e r ( c l o v e r s e e d s h o u l d be 
inoculated), has deeper roots than 
many lawn grasses—implying some 
drought tolerance—and that it thick-

ens sod. Also, some grass pests do not 
damage white clover, and ecosystem 
diversity more often than not de-
creases pest epidemics. 

We found a grass and legume cover 
crop mixture to contain fewer weeds 
than either the grass or the legume 
grown as a monoculture. In England a 
white clover cover crop "successfully 
dominated" annual bluegrass and 

chickweed (Cerastium sp.). 
"Kent" white clover is considerably 

shorter than common white clover. The 
latter is sometimes referred to as "Du-
tch," but this term is scientifically and 
legally meaningless. However, as long 
as the myth of "Dutch" white clover is 
perpetuated, the lawn industry and 
lawn owners are likely to perceive 
white clover as a weed. 

Common white clover may be any 
of the three types of white clover 
(small, intermediate, or large) but is 
usually intermediate. We suspect that 
much of the problem with white 
clover in lawns is due to the height, 
leaflet and stolon size, abundance of 
flowers, and lack of persistence of 
common white clover. 

Benefits of 'Kent' 
Kent is not only shorter than common 
white clover, it also has smaller leaf-
lets and stolons, and flowers less pro-
fusely and over a shorter period of 
time. There are also reports and ob-
servations of Kent, or the small white 
clover type in general, persisting 
longer, being more resistant to mol-
luscs and mites and requiring less 
water. 

We recently have observed consid-

In England a white 
clover cover crop 
'successfully 
dominated' annual 
bluegrass. 

erably fewer Japanese beetles and 
leafminers on Kent than on common 
white clover. These results are of in-
terest because of the problem of Jap-
anese beetle larvae in lawns and 
adults on landscape plants. Leaf-
miners can harm forage legumes. 

In an adequately fertilized and 
mowed lawn, there should be little 
problem with heaving, competition 
for light, water, phosphorus or potas-
sium. These are critical to the estab-Not just a weed? Kent may challenge your opinion of white clover. 



As long as the myth of'Dutch9 white clover is 
perpetuated, the lawn industry and lawn owners 
are likely to regard white clover as a weed. 

lishment and maintenance of white 
clover, as identified by those working 
with white clover for pasture and as a 
living mulch for row crops. However, 
a reduction in nitrogen fertilizer after 
the lawn is established may be eco-
nomical, ecological and beneficial to 
the persistence of white clover. Abun-
dant potassium and moderate phos-
phorus and lime will also favor clover 
and disfavor some weeds. 

The remaining barrier to increased 
use of Kent is the inconvenience of 
obtaining seed and its higher price 
compared to common white clover. 
Seed of certified Kent white clover 
can be obtained by simply writing to 
Goldsmith Seeds, Bury St. Edmunds, 
England, where you can receive price 
i n f o r m a t i o n as wel l . W h a t e v e r 
amount you send Goldsmith Seeds, 
the company will send you as much 
seed as that amount will buy, less 
enough for surface mail, which takes 
two to three weeks. 

Considering cost 
If seed cost is the only factor in decid-
ing whether to use Kent or common 
white clover, the size of the area to be 
seeded would be the primary consid-
eration. However, it would seem 

"penny wise and pound foolish" not 
to spend an additional 10 cents or so 
per 1,000 square feet for a nicer lawn. 
Landscapers may distinguish them-
selves as unique within a certain geo-
graphical area in offering this certified 
clover and charge accordingly. 

The purity of the Kent white clover 
seed lot we used, according to Gold-
smith Seeds, was 99.1 percent and 
total germination 94 percent (hard 
seed eventually germinates and may 
actually be insurance if the seeds that 
quickly germinate fail to establish). 
Thus pure live seed was (.991) X (.94) 
or 93 percent. Our most recently used 
common white clover seed, which 
was labelled "extra fancy" and in-
tended for use in lawns, was 90 per-
cent pure live seed. Combining the 
extra 16 percent seed due to Kent's 
small seed size and the 3 percent extra 
pure live seed, one might use 19 per-
cent less weight of Kent, reducing the 
expense to about 81 percent of the 

originally estimated cost. Of course 
seed viability and purity can vary 
from year to year and source to 
source. 

Further research and development 
is needed to determine if and in which 
climates the potential advantages of 
Kent white clover in lawns exist. We 
note that some large, rather attractive 
lawns on the grounds of this univer-
sity contain a considerable amount of 
small white clover . Perhaps this 
clover was chosen because these sites 
have undergone years of frequent 
mowing at a low stubble height, sim-
ilar to the 10 or more years of pastur-
ing necessary prior to certification of 
Kent as a wild white clover. 

It seems likely that many of today's 
lawn owners, after reading about 
pesticides, nitrate and groundwater 
contamination, will be willing to ac-
cept clover in a lawn. If so, Kent seems 
worth the extra cost, at least for 
smaller lawns or on a trial basis. LM 

According to turf experts, excessive thatch 
must be removed after a hard winter in 
order to have healthy turf in the spring. 
Thatch prevents nutrients from reaching 
down into the root structure. Result: the 
lawn cannot breathe and grow properly. 

flail reel 
BlueBird has the most complete line of power rakes in the 
industry, a rake for every lawn and purpose. Spacings for every 
application. Interchangeable flail reels and knife reels are available 
for vertical mowing, and together they answer every need of lawn 
service professionals in every part of the country. Call your distrib-
utor today for a BlueBird catalog. For the name of your distributor 
call the BlueBird Action Center. BlueBird International Inc., 2778 
South Tejon, Englewood, Colorado 80110. Phone (303) 781-4458. 
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Before you fertilize... 

GET 
THE 
THATCH 
OUT! 


