says lawn care professionals would be
asked for input regarding plant selec-
tion and other technical require-
ments, such asirrigation and drainage
systems.

Efficient systems conserve

Bill Le Blanc, eastern region general
manager for Hardie Irrigation of Flor-
ida, says state regulations affect water
use, drainage, and more recently the
recycling of effluent water. In certain
sections of the state, more effluent is
being returned by packaging plants to
home irrigation systems.

Le Blanc believes xeriscaping—
considered by some to be an “anti-
turf” movement—is an opportunity
for the turf people to install more

The best defense is to
form a green industry
coalition of all
irrigators.

drought-tolerant grasses, and for irri-
gation people to install proper sys-
tems.

“Just as we got used to driving
smaller cars,” predicts Le Blanc, “we
will find ourselves wanting to live
with more economically designed and
managed irrigation systems."”
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Executive director of the Florida
Irrigation Society, Fred McGee, agrees
that lousy irrigation systems make for
lousy water conservation, “and we
want to help out the water manage-
ment district by putting in proper irri-
gation systems that don’t waste or
pollute water.”

According to McGee, the society is
lobbying for more regulation of the
irrigation industry, to put the squeeze
on fly-by-night installers who buy a
business license for $15, throw some
PVC pipe in the trunk and call them-
selves irrigators.

“There is no such professional reg-
ulation at this time. And with 75 per-
cent of Florida's water being used for
irrigation purposes, much is wasted.

continued on page 64




