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NEW PRODUCTS 

Compound controls 
unwanted tall fescue 
A new compound developed through 
research at Iowa State University se-
lectively controls tall fescue in a num-
ber of established grasses. 

The compound, chlorsulfuron, is a 
product of E.I. Du Pont de Nemours 
marketed by Lesco as Lesco TFC. The 
dispersable granular herbicide is la-
beled for established Kentucky blue-
grass , f i n e f e s c u e , b e n t g r a s s , 
bahiagrass and Bermudagrass. 

Tests on annual bluegrass tolerance 
were inconclusive, in one instance 
showing tolerance, and in another 
showing damage, according to Nick 
Christians, Ph.D., Iowa State. The prod-
uct will kill perennial ryegrass. 

The compound was originally tested 
as a low-use-rate broadleaf weed con-
troller. But it also discolored tall fescue 
contaminating Kentucky bluegrass 
plots, leading to tests to control tall fes-
cue by Christians and D.J Laroque at 
Iowa State in 1982 and 1983. 

Greenhouse trials showed chlor-
sulfuron's effect on tall fescue was 
slow, taking four weeks to show signs 
of damage, eight for complete kill. The 
compound was also effective in fall 

uses even when the tall fescue went 
into dormancy. 

PRODUCTS 

Carpet produces 
lightweight sod 
Fast Grass, Inc. is trying to take some 
of the backache out of laying sod. 

The Oxnard, Calif., company pur-
chased the rights to manufacture and 
distribute a jute and hemp cafpet in-
laid with grass seed at the factory. 
When rolled out on plastic and wa-
tered, the carpet produces a saleable 
stand of turf in about 45 days. Without 
dirt. 

The carpet, developed and tested 
successfully in Europe, weighs about 
70 pounds in a four- by 100-foot roll. 
When the turf is grown, the roll is cut 
into 25-foot sections for easy handling 
by one person. This is considerably 
less burdensome than the average roll 
of conventional sod. 

Because of this, the owners of Fast 
G r a s s — D o u g C o w l e a n d E v a n 
Melby—are hoping to sell the product 
to sod farmers, landscapers and even 
homeowners. They see a day when 
the homeowner can go into the super-
market, buy a 50-square-foot roll and 
grow it themselves to replace dead 
spots. The carpet could also have a 
home on golf courses and in areas re-
quiring erosion control. 

The two men estimate the cost of 
the carpet will be about the same as 
dirt-grown sod, but that the carpet can 
lead to savings in labor and water 
costs. Large harvesting equipment 
won't be needed, and less water is 

Move water the easy way... 
with an Otterbine® Floating Portable Pump 
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used since the plastic underlay keeps 
more moisture in the root area. 

In addition to the four-foot-wide 
roll, the carpet also comes in 12-foot-
wide rolls. Possible spinoffs for the 
carpet include flower and vegetable 
seed worked into the fabric. 

Fast Grass on its plastic liner after 
22 days exhibits a good stand of turf. 

GOLF 
Do the little things 
really matter? 
Do the little things really matter? 

Dan Hein, a regional director for 
A m e r i c a n Golf Corp. in the Long 
Beach, Calif., area, asked this ques-
tion at the GCSAA conference earlier 
this year. Yes, he answered. "These 
i tems are easily accomplished within 
your current budget ." 

So what can be done? To start with, 
economize, Hein stresses. 

• El iminate or reduce t ime-con-
suming tasks such as t r imming grass 
around trees and spray heads. He sug-
gests chemical control to kill or regu-
late the plants ' growth. 

• To reduce wear areas, try to keep 
carts off fairways and on roughs or 
cart paths away from greens. 

• Leveling irrigation heads, Hein 
says, will also speed up mowing. 

• A fertigation system is a way to 
e l i m i n a t e m a n u a l app l i ca t i ons of 
fertilizer. 

• Use water sensors to streamline 
use of irr igation water , using only 
when necessary. Preventive mainte-
nance on equipment will also save 
money, he says. A thorough wash and 
post-operat ive ma in t enance should 
be standard. 

• Properly training operators and 
then organizing the maintenance area 
also help. 

And then, "put the money saved 
back into the c o u r s e , " Hein says. 
American golf goes by the concept of 
c lean and green, Hein notes. "Use 
cleansers and paint to keep the course 
looking good." 

Keep ing b a l l w a s h e r s r u s t - f r e e , 
painted and with a fresh towel is one 

way, he believes. Also, little things 
like clean walkways with plant bor-
ders, 150-yard markers and even con-
touring roughs improve appearance, 
" l i t t l e e x t r a s to b r i n g b a c k t h e 
golfers." 

CHEMICALS 
PBI/Gordon recalls 
Teremec fungicide 
PBI /Gordon is recal l ing all s tocks of 
t h e f u n g i c i d e T e r e m e c SP (chlo-
roneb) fol lowing receipt of a recall 
n o t i c e f r o m t h e m a n u f a c t u r e r / 
fo rmula tor . 

T h e company ' s press re lease said, 
"In view of the recent phytotoxic i ty 
problem which has deve loped wi th 
some of the ch loroneb fungic ide that 
was fo rmula ted by Drexel , we rec-
o m m e n d tha t you advise all your 
cus tomers and (end users) to not use 
or sell th i s p roduc t un t i l t he fu l l 
scope of th is s i tua t ion can be de-
t e m i n e d . W e w i l l k e e p y o u 
adv i sed . " 

P B I / G o r d o n is m a k i n g a r range-
men t s wi th d is t r ibu tors for r e tu rns 
of all T e r e m e c SP, b r o k e n or un -
broken , for credi t . 

Courses a f fec ted by c o n t a m i n a -
tion range f rom Atlanta , Ga. up the 
A t l a n t i c s e a b o a r d i n t o s o u t h e r n 
New York and as far west as Denver . 

At press t ime, P B I / G o r d o n was 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n a n d 
p l a n n e d to re lease a s t a t e m e n t in 
late August . 

ACADEMIA 
Hort departments 
starting to recruit 
The Depar tment of Hor t i cu l tu re at 
Virginia P o l y t e c h n i c I n s t i t u t e re-
cently began a recruit ing program to 
d raw prospect ive s t uden t s into its 
hort icul ture program. 

The program is spearheaded by de-
par tment head and professor Thomas 
A. Fretz and professor Paul Smeal. 

T h e two are appea l ing to c u r r e n t 
h o r t i c u l t u r i s t s w h o k n o w p e o p l e 
w i t h an i n t e r e s t in p l a n t s , h o r -
t i cu l t u r e a n d / o r bo tan ica l sc ience . 
N a m e s of p rospec t ive s t u d e n t s wil l 
be sent to Smeal at VPI so tha t the 
d e p a r t m e n t can fol low u p by send-
ing i n fo rma t ion regard ing the pro-
gram and the school . 

This information includes a bro-
chure produced by the depar tment 
wh ich gives in format ion about the 
university, brief explanations of hor-
t iculture and career opportunit ies in 
hort iculture. 
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Attn: Professional Landscapers 

FINN brings you a complete lineup of proven consum-
able products which provide for improved methods of 
tree and shrub transplanting, faster and better stands 
of grass, fewer erosion problems, and el iminates call-
backs for replanting and reseeding. The result wi l l be 
more satisfied customers and increased profits. 

Fiber Plus -A hydraulic 
mulch additive to increase fiber 
length for greater tenacity with 
soil particles. Also reduces 
paper mulch mache effect for 
improved water penetration and 
seed growth. 

Foam Chek--Aconcen-
trated liquid used to eliminate 
slurry pumping problems 
caused by foam. Creates higher 
pumping pressure, reduced 
pump maintenance, longer 
spraying distances, and improv-
ed pump-down of tank contents. 

Call or write us for 
additional information. 

HydrO®Gel-A family of 
products designed to reduce 
irrigation and watering require-
ments, leaching of nutrients, 
and eliminates transplanting 
shock. Lower labor costs are an 
added advantage. 

HydrO®Stik-A tackifier for 
use in HydroSeeding slurries, or 
as a binder for straw and hay 
mulch. This specially-blended 
product offers extra insurance 
against wind and water erosion. 

F I N N 
C O R P O R A T I O N 
9281 LeSaint Drive Toll Free (800) 543 -7166 
Fairfield, Ohio 45014 Ohio residents call collect: (513) 874-2818 
A leader in landscaping and soil reclamation technology lor over 50 years 


