GREEN INDUSTRY NEWS

GOLF COURSES

Wildflowers and mulch blankets cure woes
of Evansville Country Club superintendent

The combination of wildflowers and
mulch blankets has turned a nuisance
area at the Evansville Country Club
into an area of blooming colors.

The third tee at the Evansville
Country Club is bounded by two steep
slopes. The back slope faces a wooded
area and is protected by ground cover.
The side slope faces an adjacent fair-
way, in full view of the players. The
side slope has been a continual main-
tenance problem for club superinten-
dent Gary Shetler: too steep to mow,
loose soil creating erosion problems.

To improve the area’s appearance,
a plan was developed to terrace the
slope, using rip rap and grass on the
flat areas.

Alan Juncker, a sales manager for
North American Green, recom-
mended the use of wildflowers and
erosion control blankets. Shetler ap-
proved with the guarantee that the
membership would be pleased with
the results.

After preparing the seedbed last
March, Juncker distributed a Mid-
western wildflower blend covered
with a S150 North American Green
erosion blanket made of straw mulch
with netting on both sides. Within
several weeks, the wildflowers began
emerging through the blanket cover.
By early June, the wildflowers were in
full bloom.

Shetler was so pleased with the re-
sults that he plans on using the same
technique in other parts of the course
next year.

LEGISLATION

By June, wildflowers had come through the blanket t ull bloom.

EPA proposal could hinder landscapers

Proposed worker protection stan-
dards for using agricultural pesticides
could be burdensome to lawn care
companies and landscape manage-
ment contractors. So says Martha Lin-
dauer, director of communications for
the Associated Landscape Con-
tractors of America.

“They would impose a lot of bur-
densome tasks on the employer,” says
Lindauer, who has been following
progress of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s proposed standards
through public hearings.

Here are some of their provisions:

® Each worker must be trained un-

der the provisions of the standard un-
less the person is a certified commer-
cial or private applicator.

® No worker shall be allowed or
directed to wear home pesticide-con-
taminated clothing.

@ Soap and single-use towels and a
clean change of clothing shall be
made available at each decontamina-
tion site.

@ No worker is permitted to enter
or remain in an area during applica-
tion unless the worker is involved in
the application of the pesticide.

® No pesticide shall be applied so
as to contact any worker directly or
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through drift.

Each worker shall be informed of
the location of all information about
pesticides at the workplace. All infor-
mation shall be displayed in English
and in the language of the workers.

Special standards have also been
established for workers in nurseries
and greenhouses.

For more information the EPA’s
proposed regulations, Lindauer in-
vites interested parties, members and
non-members alike, to call or write
ALCA at 405 N. Washington St., Suite
104, Falls Church, VA 22046; (703)
241-4004.



