
AS I SEE 

Developers 
learning to 
save t rees 

A few months ago, we used this space to sound a clarion call to all 
landscapers. Educate the public on the value of landscaping was 
the message. Now comes word that you've got yet another educa-
tion job. 

"A lot of native plants being destroyed by developers are irre-
placeable,M says John Stewart, a landscape architect with Brick-
man Industries, Long Grove, 111. 

Some developers are interested only in getting to a site, levell-
ing everything, erecting a building or two, and getting off the site 
as quickly as possible. Stewart and other architects are the people 
responsible for filling up the vast wastelands, and he notes that a 
lot of material is going to waste. 

"Sometimes the material is damaged on purpose, and some-
times by accident," he says. "But certainly more is being damaged 
than needs be." 

At this point in the conversation, an image comes to mind of a 
huge, plodding machine scraping away everything in its path— 
trees, shrubs, topsoil, turf—and leaving in its wake a naked moon-
scape. 

As early as possible, Stewart says, a site needs to be protected 
with snow fences and stakes to the drip line of trees. Con-
scientious landscape contractors and architects continue to do 
what they can to save these mighty oaks (and other specimens) 
from being devastated, "but sometimes our recommendations fall 
on deaf ears," Stewart adds. 

Stewart was quoted in a special feature article in the Chicago 
Tribune titled "Green power: Landscaping's appeal grows." In 
that article, reporter Elizabeth Hopp-Peters quotes Stewart as 
liking to specify trees 9 to 14 inches in diameter on new housing 
and commercial developments. 

What Stewart and Hopp-Peters failed to say in that original 
article is that trees 9 to 14 inches in diameter ain't cheap. 

One developer referred to in the Tribune article actually re-
routes roads and builds houses in different directions as those 
originally planned, in order to save existing trees and shrubbery. 
But if developments in our area are any indication, this particular 
developer is the exception and not the norm. 

The message, then, that the industry should be conveying to 
developers is: Save the Trees. 

Jerry Roche, editor 
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