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Carpenter takes on 
North Carolina DOT 
Joe Carpenter of Landmasters, Gas-
tonia, N.C. has filed an appeal with the 
U.S. Court of Appeals in his case 
against the state 
and federal de-
p a r t m e n t s of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
involving minor-
i t y s e t - a s i d e 
regulations. 

The case in-
volves the fed-
eral Disadvan-
tage Business En-
terpr i se (DBE) 
regulations, which mandate that at 
least 10 percent of funds for public 
works projects be awarded to minor-
ity firms. Carpenter is challenging 
their constitutionality on grounds 
that provisions of the Surface Trans-
portation and Assistance Act create a 
system of racial preferences in award-
ing public contracts for highway con-
struction projects. 

Carpenter, former president of the 
Associated Landscape Contractors of 
America, believes that these pro-
grams result in a system of racial 
quotas which prime contractors must 
fulfill to avoid a risk of losing feder-
ally-funded state contracts. 

More than 20 lawsuits have been 
filed challenging the constitutionality 
of the 10 percent quota requirement, 
which was originally implemented as 
part of the Public Works Employment 
Act of 1977. In 1982, the Surface 
Transportation Assistance Act was 
passed with such a quota. 

RESEARCH 

Thatch build-up is 
found in fescues 
Researchers at the University of Cal-
ifornia/Riverside report more thatch 
build-up than expected in new turf-
type tall fescue varieties included in 
the three-year-old National Variety 
Trial there. 

Thatch was present in all 39 tall 
fescue varieties included in the trial, 
ranging in thickness from 0.64 to 1.14 
inches. 

"Generally, the pasture-type vari-
eties developed the least thatch, 
while the newer turf types, including 
dwarf varieties, accumulated the 
most/' reports Matt Leonard, Ph.D. 
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THE FATE OF N . . .What happens to the nitrogen you're apply-
ing to the turf three or four times a year? According to Marty 
Petrovic, Ph.D., of Cornell University, about 60 percent of the 
nutrient is taken up by the plant, under ideal conditions. Here's 
where the rest goes: 14-20 percent is stored in the soil, 21-35 
percent is stored in the thatch, 7-15 percent is lost to the atmo-
sphere and anywhere from 2-85 percent is lost due to de-
nitrification. Petrovic revealed these statistics at the 65th anni-
versary Lofts Seed Field Day. 

DISEASE UPDATE. . .Agri -Diagnost ic Assoc ia tes has im-
proved its popular turf disease detection kit. Formerly, the test 
took 3V2 hours; the new test takes just 10 minutes. T h e kit, 
which uses the sam6 technology, will be available April 1,1989, 
according to Vonnie L. Estes, who is in charge of market devel-
opment. For more information, write 2611 Branch Pike, Cin-
naminson, NJ 08077 or call (609) 829-0110. 

THEY'VE BEEN ENDO-ED . . .You want a perennial ryegrass 
with high insect-resistant endophytes present? Try these: SR 
4000, SR 4100, Citation II, Commander, Dasher II, Repel or 
Sunrye. According to 1986 national tests conducted by C. Reed 
Funk, Ph.D., at Rutgers University in 1986, these varieties were 
highest in endophyte content. 

VIDEO ARTICULATE. . .Mike Tanzini and Greg Frank have 
been selected by WXXI-TV, Channel 21 in Rochester, N.Y. to 
participate in " N e w York Lawn & Garden," a weekly question-
and-answer show. Viewers are encouraged to submit samples 
of problem plants and insects for diagnosis and recommenda-
tions. Along with Tanzini and Frank, cooperative extension 
agent Jim Wilmot answers the questions. T h e panel also an-
swers call-in questions and plans several remote broadcasts 
from area malls for on-camera questions and answers. Tanzini 
and Frank, vice presidents of Ted Collins Tree & Landscape, 
were selected from open auditions. 

DETOUR TO DISNEY.. .For the first t ime in Walt Disney 
World history, landscape professionals can get an in-depth look 
at the entire Disney World horticultural operation in the new 
"Landscape Magic" seminar. Experts from the Disney staff will 
serve as instructors and guides for the three-day seminar, 
which begins Jan. 29, 1989. Registration fee is $685, which 
includes special rates on accommodations at the Contemporary 
Resort. For more detailed information, write Seminar Produc-
tions, Disney World, Dept. PR, P.O. Box 10,000, Lake Buena 
Vista, FL 32830, or call (407) 828-1500. 

OVER THE COUNTER . . .LawnAmerica Inc. has completed an 
initial public offering of its securities with South Richmond 
Securit ies Inc. as the underwriter. The offering consisted o f 
500,000 units priced at $3 each. Each unit consists of two shares 
of common stock and one common stock purchase warrant. 
LawnAmerica is a full-service lawn/landscape company based 
in Tulsa, Okla. 


