
ATHLETIC TURF 
ASTM to review field safety 
T h e A m e r i c a n S o c i e t y of T e s t i n g M a t e r i a l s wi l l h o l d a 
sympos ium on the safety of na tu ra l and artificial p laying fields. 
Al though the con fe rence will t ake place in December , the 
dead l ine for submi t t ing abst racts on research is June 1. c° 

T h e pu rpose of the sympos ium is to provide a f o r u m for 
technica l in format ion on artificial and na tu ra l p laying sur face 
charac te r i s t i c s and safe ty . ASTM is inv i t ing r e sea r che r s to 
p r e s e n t p a p e r s on p h y s i c a l a n d f u n c t i o n a l p r o p e r t i e s ; 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ; m a i n t e n a n c e ; s a f e t y ; e c o n o m i c s ; r e s e a r c h ; 
in jur ies ; and compar i sons of surfaces . Priori ty will be given to 
papers emphas iz ing research, case s tud ies and in fo rmat ion on 
how to choose the most appropr ia te type of turf for a par t icu lar 
appl icat ion. 

Rela ted topics inc lude: 
• Case s tudies of in ju ry data re lat ing to artificial or na tu ra l 

turf . 
• Turf character is t ics , se lect ion and best use and safety most 

l i k e l y to b e e n c o u n t e r e d in t h e e n d a p p l i c a t i o n ; a n d 
in te rpre ta t ion of those results . 

• Unusua l tes t ing programs that incorpora te several of the 
var ious env i ronmen ta l cons idera t ions encoun te r ed . 

• Research on turf improvemen t s . 
• Field test m e t h o d s for de t e rmina t ion of field safety. 
• Ma in t enance r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s for playing fields. 
T h e sympos ium, to be he ld in Phoen ix , Ariz., on Dec. 6,1988, 

is b e i n g s p o n s o r e d by A S T M C o m m i t t e e F-8 on S p o r t s 
Equ ipmen t and Facilities. 

For more in format ion on submi t t ing and p resen t ing papers 
at the sympos ium contact : Theresa Smoot, ASTM, 1916 Race 
St., Phi lade lphia , PA 19103; (215) 299-5413 before June 1,1988. 

Hardness measurements continue 
T h e task of quant i t a t ive ly m e a s u r i n g the ha rdnes s of a th le t ic 
fields con t inues . " W h e n people can see a n u m b e r , they can 
make a m e a s u r e m e n t , " says Trey Rogers, a g radua te s tuden t at 
Penn State Univers i ty . 

S tudies conduc t ed by Rogers are beg inn ing to provide some 
data. From it, he came to some general conclusions: 

• pract ice fields are h a r d e r t han game fields; 
• fields are h a r d e r ins ide the hashmarks ; 
• and the re is a s t rong associat ion b e t w e e n m a n a g e m e n t 

practices, cons t ruc t ion and ha rdnes s levels. 
Rogers col lected data at 12 test schools, tes t ing two locat ions 

per field—inside and ou ts ide the hash marks . Tes t ing was 
conduc ted in N o v e m b e r 1986, March 1987, June 1987, Augus t 
1987 and N o v e m b e r 1987. 

F a c t o r s i n c l u d e d i n t h e t e s t i n g w e r e c o m p a c t i o n , 
aerif icat ion, mois ture , cu t t ing height , vegetat ion, species, test 
h a m m e r weight and tha tch . Rogers p resen ted p re l iminary data 
at the GCSAA Conven t ion in Houston . 

THE 
RIGHT 
TOOLS 
FOR THE JOB. 

9" Turf Doctor 
Replaces damaged 
sod quickly & cleanly. 
Provides "invisible" 
sod replacement. 

Simply step 4 razor 
sharp blades into 
ground to remove 
wedge-shaped block 
of sod. 

8" Turf Repairer 
Cuts sod plugs fast & 
easy, to any depth, 
with simple twisting 
motion. 

Eight-inch plug 
ejects with easy-to-
use foot ejector plate. 

Further details are in Standard's 
LANDSCAPE AND LAWN CARE 
PRODUCTS Bulletin LLC-88. Phone 
or write: 

LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS DIV. 

STANDARD 
Standard Golf Company, P.O. Box 68 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 
319/266-2638 

©1988, Standard Golf Company SG-158 

30" Levelawn 
Makes top soil or top dressing 
easier, more consistent than ever 
before. Perfect for removing small 
stones from soil, breaking up 

small clods of sand or loam, 
smoothing soil for planting. 


