In order to prevent such injuries,
managers perform a variety of
cultural practices. “We aerate often
in order to eliminate compaction,”
says Dunn. “Grass is mowed
according to sport and weather
conditions.

“We try to keep turf areas even
and consistent,” Marchesano says.
“We have been replacing old brass
heads with new plastic pop-up
rotors.”

“We have formal and informal
inspections on a scheduled basis as
part of the department of safety
program,” says Walter Stasavich,

superintendent of parks in
Greenville, N.C.

A standard?
Respondents varied in their opinions
of setting a standard for natural
fields. “I would like to have a
national non-profit organization (not
government), research, develop, and
promote standards,” Stasavich says.

“I do not believe an effective
determiner could be set up which
would hold up in court,” disagrees
Gross.

“Ideally, yes, but it's not practical
in our case,” says Jack Cook, a high

school grounds foreman in Ferguson,
Mo. “We have neither the time nor
funds available to correct problems.”

“Yes, it would reduce injuries
and allow athlete’s some constitency
(practice fields vs. playing fields),”
says Marchesano. “This could be
done by possibly an egg drop test or
some type of pressure compaction
test.”

Field management problems may
vary between warm-season and
cool-season turf areas and depending
on the soil type, but most managers
face the same challenges.
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