
NEWS/TRENDS WT&T 
A new hazard to avoid on the links 
• R e a l e s t a t e a n d gol f c o u r s e d e v e l o p e r s a r e g i v i n g n e w m e a n -
ing to t h e p h r a s e : " p l a y i n g in y o u r o w n b a c k y a r d . " 

It is b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y c o m m o n to s e e p r i v a t e g o l f 
c o u r s e s b e i n g d e s i g n e d a r o u n d h o u s i n g c o m m u n t i e s , s t i r r i n g 
c h a n g e s in b o t h t h e w a y w e p lay a n d t h e w a y w e l i v e . 

N a t i o n a l G o l f F o u n d a t i o n f igures s h o w t h a t in 1 9 8 5 , 3 9 p e r -
c e n t of t h e n a t i o n ' s 1 3 , 0 0 0 gol f c o u r s e s w e r e p r i v a t e , b u t t h i s is 
c h a n g i n g . " G o l f c o u r s e s c a n c o n v e r t m a r g i n a l l a n d i n t o p r i m e 
l a n d , " J o h n R o o n e y , a p r o f e s s o r at O k l a h o m a S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , 
s a i d in a W a l l Street Journal a r t i c l e . 

G e r a l d B a r t o n , C E O of L a n d m a r k L a n d Co. , a l e a d i n g d e v e l -
o p e r o f g o l f c o m m u n i t i e s , e c h o e s t h e s e n t i m e n t s o f m a n y 
w o u l d - b e h o m e o w n e r s . " I ' v e n e v e r hi t a gol f b a l l , a n d I d o n ' t 
k n o w a n y t h i n g a b o u t t h e g a m e , " h e s a y s , " B u t I 'd l i k e to l i v e 
on a go l f c o u r s e . " 

Gol f legend Jack N i c k l a u s has also gotten in on the act . A 3V2-
year p a r t n e r s h i p with T a m p a b u s i n e s s m a n J. Rober t S ier ra has led 
to a n u m b e r of t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g s ix present ly in the 
works . All i n c l u d e h igh-pr iced pr ivate h o u s i n g bui l t a round a 
N i c k l a u s - d e s i g n e d course . 

W o r k began on o n e of these projects , the C o u n t r y C l u b of the 
S o u t h n e a r A t l a n t a , last year . T h e 8 0 0 - a c r e , 6 0 0 - f a m i l y c o m -
m u n i t y , bui l t a round a 2 0 0 - a c r e golf course , wil l be wal led or 
f e n c e d , wi th 2 4 - h o u r secur i ty . 

Al though the golf c o u r s e is e x p e c t e d to be the loss leader , 
profits f rom the land sale wil l m o r e than m a k e up for it. T h e total 
pro ject cost is e s t i m a t e d at $ 4 5 mi l l ion , wi th pro jec ted property 
sa les of $ 7 8 mi l l ion . O f the 2 0 0 lots in the first-lot phase , 165 h a v e 
sold. S ie r ra e x p e c t s the pro ject to take eight years to sel l out . 

The natives are restless and growing 
• N a t i v e w i l d f l o w e r g a r d e n s are sprout ing up a r o u n d h o m e s 
across the c o u n t r y . H o m e o w n e r s are taking advantage of a wide 
range of A m e r i c a n wi ldf lower and s h r u b spec ies wi th t ex ture , 
color , s ize and s h a p e to m a t c h a n y t h i n g from a r o u n d the world. 

" U n t i l r e c e n t l y , n u r s e r i e s , and garden c e n t e r s d idn ' t car ry 
m a n y nat ive spec ies ; and to landscape arch i tec t s , us ing nat ive 
s p e c i e s was a nove l i d e a , " says Leo Col l ins of the T e n n e s s e e 
V a l l e y A u t h o r i t y (TVA). 

T h i s n e w A m e r i c a n revolut ion is still in its in fancy , though. 
A b o u t 8 0 percent of all n u r s e r y and garden mater ia l ava i lab le in 
the T V A area is still e x o t i c . But , Col l ins says, w h o l e s a l e r s and 
re ta i lers are b e g i n n i n g to adjust to c o n s u m e r changes . 
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