
JOBTALK 
City crews cut work time in half with grinder 

The Promark root gr inder saves c rews t ime w h e n removing trees. 

Beautiful things, trees. But, they can 
somet imes create problems with city 
sidewalks. 

"If trees aren ' t watered properly, 
the roots somet imes start coming up," 
says Danny Mendez , pub l i c works 
and street supervisor for the city of 
Fontana, Calif. "Here in Fontana, we 
get lots of complaints ." 

F i f t e e n y e a r s ago , c i t y c r e w s 
planted ash saplings in parkways and 
d i v i d i n g s t r ips b e t w e e n s i d e w a l k s 
and roadways in new housing devel-
opments . Today, the backlog of root-
cut t ing jobs is enough to keep the de-
par tment busy for weeks on end. 

Ash trees do not drive their roots 
very deeply into the soil. Instead, the 
roots push ou tward seeking water at 
the surface and two to three inches 
below the surface. The exposed roots 
can even tua l ly become a nu isance , 
creating hazardous condit ions and li-
ability problems, destroying concrete 
s idewalks , curbs , dr iveways , sewer 
and drainage lines. 

According to city worker s Herm 
Zander and Leo Bishop, the job of cut-
ting the roots on one side of one tree 
used to take two men three to four 
h o u r s e a c h w i t h a x e s , s h o v e l s , 
crowbars and picks. Then, IV2 years 
ago, director of main tenance services 
Guy Patterson ordered a Model 16SP 

s tump and root grinder f rom Promark 
Products West. 

"It 's real handy ," claims Mendez. 
" I t s a v e s o u r c r e w a t r e m e n d o u s 
a m o u n t of t ime. We try to save as 
many trees as possible, but w h e n we 
have to remove one it takes less than 
an hour . Sidewalk repairs only take a 
few minutes . I wish we 'd 've gotten 
the grinder a long t ime ago." 

Mendez says that the gr inder is 

also very i n e x p e n s i v e to main ta in . 
Blades which sell for approximately 
$35 a set are replaced once a year. 

Zander and Bishop cite the cutter 
whee l ' s location as a handy feature. It 
is out back whe re the operator can see 
it and visually guide its path wi thout 
endanger ing himself, the tree or the 
machine . 

"I don't know how we got along with-
out that grinder," says Patterson. LM 

Danny Mendez (right) gets some tips about the P romark gr inder f rom one of 
the w o r k e r s w h o uses it in Fontana, Calif. 


