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Controlling angleworms 
Problem: How do you get rid of angleworms (earth-
worms) in bentgrass? When lead arsenate was legal it 
worked fairly well and one other chemical I tried 
didn't work at all. I hope you have a solution for 
killing a n g l e w o r m wi thout killing the b e n t g r a s s . 
(Wisconsin] 

Solution: A n g l e w o r m s (ea r thworms) a re cons ide red 
to be benef ic ia l and genera l ly no contro l is n e e d e d or 
r e c o m m e n d e d . If the popu la t ion is very high, the i r 
castings, seen as m o u n d s of soil on turf , m a y not be 
aes the t ica l ly pleasing. E a r t h w o r m s can bu i ld u p in 
large n u m b e r s in moist and soft soil r ich in organic 
mat te r . Genera l ly , the i r act ivi ty r ep resen t s a good 
f e r t i l e s o i l a n d n o c h e m i c a l t r e a t m e n t i s 
r e c o m m e n d e d . 

E a r t h w o r m s are h e r m a p h r o d i t i c (all h a v e both 
ma le a n d f ema le r ep roduc t ive organs), bu t not self-
fer t i le . Because of these fea tures , u n d e r moist and 
good soil cond i t ions they can bu i ld u p in large n u m -
bers. Th i s m a y p resen t a p rob lem in m a n y close-cut 
grasses l ike bentgrass in golf courses . O f t e n rak ing 
will t ake care of t he p rob lem. 

If the p rob lem is very severe , appl ica t ion of 
a z i n o n tw ice at t w o - w e e k i n t e rva l s wi l l provide 
some control . Check wi th you r c o u n t y coopera t ive 
e x t e n s i o n agen t a b o u t a n y s t a t e r e g u l a t i o n con-
ce rn ing e a r t h w o r m control . Read and fol low label 
specif icat ions for best resul ts . 

Composting clippings 
Problem: Dur ing the growing season, our mowing ser-
vice genera tes a lot of grass clippings. We are think-
ing of composting it. How long should we wait before 
us ing the composted clippings in the g a r d e n or 
around l a n d s c a p e plants? (Michigan) 

Solution: Fol low norma l p r o c e d u r e s for compos t ing 
and wai t for six m o n t h s to a year be fore us ing the 
compos ted cl ippings in the ga rden or a r o u n d land-
scape plants . As a p r ecau t iona ry step, you can do a 
rad ish seed l ing bio-assay. Plant a f ew rad ish seeds in 
the compos ted cl ippings in the g round or in a con-
ta iner . If t he seed l ing grows w i t h o u t any g rowth 
dis tor t ion, t he compos ted cl ippings can be used for 
any l andscape or ga rden ing work . 

Managing moss 
Problem: We a re th inking of doing some no-till reno-
vat ion using Roundup. The problem is that in a n u m -
ber of our clients' lawns there is a heavy growth of 
moss. Will the R o u n d u p take care of moss problems? 
If not, what can be done to m a n a g e this? (New York) 

Solut ion: D u r i n g n o - t i l l r e n o v a t i o n p r o c e d u r e , 
R o u n d u p can be effect ively used to m a n a g e most of 
t he undes i r ab l e vegeta t ion. Moss p lan t s a re not in-
c l u d e d in the R o u n d u p label and a M o n s a n t o repre-
sen ta t ive ind ica ted tha t R o u n d u p may not be able to 

t ake care of moss p rob lems . 
T h e first s tep in manag ing a moss p rob lem is to 

iden t i fy the p r i m a r y reasons w h y moss is growing in 
a pa r t i cu la r locat ion. Infes ta t ion of moss is associa ted 
wi th low fert i l i ty, poor dra inage , too m u c h shade , 
soil compac t ion , we t condi t ions , poor air c i rcu la t ion 
or a combina t i on of t he se factors . 

Some, bu t not all, cases of moss g rowth m a y be 
re la ted to acid or a lka l ine soil condi t ions . To m a n a g e 
moss p rob lems , iden t i fy t he cause(s) and p rov ide 
c o r r e c t i v e m e a s u r e s . A m m o n i u m s u l f a t e (10 
lbs./lOOO sq.ft.) app l ied on act ively growing moss 
p lan ts has repor ted ly b e e n effect ive. Repor ts indi-
cate tha t a m m o n i u m su l fa t e can he lp t he turf fill in as 
the moss th ins . 

A n o t h e r mater ia l , copper su l fa te (3 tbsp. in 5 gal. 
w a t e r / 1 0 0 0 sq.ft.) also can be used to m a n a g e moss 
p rob lems . M a k e su r e to w e a r p ro tec t ive c lo th ing and 
gloves. Copper su l fa te can stain and is difficult to 
r e m o v e f rom clothing. 

Cooling fertilizer burn 
Problem: We a r e a liquid lawn care company. We 
have used urea in our p r o g r a m in the past and have 
had some burn problems. We would like to use some 
low-burn fertilizers. What can we use? Please make 
your c o m m e n t s about these sources and their perfor-
mance in relation to urea. (Pennsylvania) 

Solution: To deal w i th fer t i l izer bu rn , you could use 
l o w - b u m ni t rogen sources , su ch as Fluf (18-0-0), a 
su spens ion n i t rogen source m a n u f a c t u r e d by W.A. 
Cleary C h e m i c a l Corp; Fo rm o len e (30-0-1.6) a l iquid 
n i t rogen source f rom H a w k e y e Chemica l Co.; or Ni-
t ro fo rm (38-0-0) a u r e a f o r m fer t i l izer m a n u f a c t u r e d 
by Nor -Am C h e m i c a l Co. 

Repor ted r e sea rch ind ica tes tha t Ken tucky b lue-
grass t rea ted wi th spray-appl ied u rea resu l t s in bet-
t e r c o l o r t h a n b l u e g r a s s t r e a t e d w i t h e i t h e r 
Ni t ro fo rm or Fluf d u r i n g the spr ing growing season. 
However , th is t r end is r eve r sed by late s u m m e r . Th i s 
m e a n s tha t u rea can be used success fu l ly d u r i n g 
spring. T h e n as the t e m p e r a t u r e increases and soil 
mo i s tu r e decreases , incorpora te the l ow-bu rn poten-
tial p roduc t s . 

D u r i n g t h e h e a t of t h e s u m m e r , r e d u c e t h e 
a m o u n t of u rea in the p rogram and replace wi th low-
b u r n ni t rogen. If possible, use only the l o w - b u r n 
potent ia l p roduc t s . Later in the season, as the t em-
p e r a t u r e begins to dec l ine , t he a m o u n t of u rea can be 
inc reased a n d l o w - b u r n potent ia l mate r ia l s can be 
r e d u c e d or e l imina ted . 
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