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Artificial putting surfaces? 
• Now w e ' v e heard everything. 

Not too long ago, an archi tect called the WEEDS TREES & TURK 
office asking if w e had any information about artificial putting 
surfaces . He was in charge of designing a "life care facil i ty" in 
Connect i cut , a h o m e for people 62 or m o r e years old. It s e e m s his 
client w a n t e d artificial greens on the facility's three-hole golf 
c o u r s e for m a i n t e n a n c e reasons. 

" T h e main c o n c e r n is holding the ball , " the archi tect told us. 
(Nine iron and wedge shots have a t e n d e n c y to b o u n c e a bit upon 
impact with artificial turf, no doubt. ) 

W e don't know what ever b e c a m e of the project, but w e hope 
the o w n e r s wised up. 

California condo owners making waves 
• C o n d o m i n i u m o w n e r s — e s p e c i a l l y those in Cal i fornia—are 
bringing actions against landscapers for alleged wrongs with 
their landscaping contracts . 

According to the California Landscape Contractors 
Association (CLCA), condo h o m e o w n e r groups are banding 
together, pooling their resources , and generally ganging up on 
landscape architects , installation contractors , and m a i n t e n a n c e 
contractors . Roger D. Fiske, C L C A president, is often called 
upon as an expert witness or consultant in such litigation. 

T h e problem is becoming so difficult that the C L C A recently 
offered a one-day panel discussion on condo contract ing 
liability. Besides Fiske, a landscape architect , landscape 
contractor , and an at torney sat on the panel. 

If condo o w n e r s in other states follow the trend being set in 
California, landscape contrac tors in those states would be well-
advised to follow the C L C A ' s e x a m p l e . 

Rebound in chemical earnings? 
• T h e end of 1986 is to bring a rebound in earnings among c h e m i -
cal companies , according to a survey in Chemical Week magazine. 
T h e survey predicted an increase in earnings per share by all but 
two of 25 prominent c h e m i c a l companies . 

Chemical Week cited cost -cutt ing programs by most companies 
as one of the reasons for higher earnings. Du Pont, Monsanto and 
Dow, for e x a m p l e , offered ear ly- re t i rement incentive programs. 
On its cover , Chemical Week projected a 41 percent increase in 
earnings for Dow, a 59 percent increase for Monsanto, a 25 percent 
increase for Du Pont, and a 39 percent increase for A m e r i c a n 
Cyanamid . 
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