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Suggested timing for preemergence herbicides
to control crabgrass and annual bluegrass

gton State U
Goss

cu:::ym-mzs
Poa annua - August 25

Colorado State University

Dr. Jack Butler
University of California

Dr. V.A Gibeault
Crabgrass - Jan 15
Poa annua - August 15 - 30

Crabgrass - forsythia bloom

Umvovsu& of lllinois

Dr David Wehner
Crabgrass - April

Poa annua - August 15 -
September 15

University of Arizona

Dr. William Kneebone

Crabgrass - late March

Poa annua - September plus later

ermudagrass is the dominant
B turf species in warmer cli-

mates. In general, herbicides
that can be used on bermudagrass can
be used safely on zoysiagrass.

However, special attention should
be paid to herbicide labels regarding
applications to centipedegrass and St.
Augustine, which are similar to each
other in their tolerance to herbicides.

Summer grass weeds: Large
crabgrass and dallisgrass invade more
turf acreage in the southern U.S. than
any other grasses. Germinating seeds
of both can be satisfactorily controlled
with benefin, bensulide, DCPA,
oryzalin, pendimethalin, atrazine,
and simazine.

Certain formulations of atrazine
are labelled for use on St. Augustine,
zoysia, and centipede for sod produc-
tion while other commercial products
containing atrazine are labeled for
homeowner use. A combination of
acetamide (Dual) and either atrazine
or simazine is currently being tested
for effectiveness.

Only asulam is used for post-emer-
gence control of crabgrass and
dallisgrass in St. Augustine. MSMA
and DSMA are effective post-emer-
gence herbicides for these weeds in
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University of Guelph (Ontario, Canada)
Dr. C. M. Switzer

Crabgrass - before May 1

Poa annua - very early spring and late fall

Purdue

Dr. Witham H. Daniel
Cri ~ March 1 - June 1
Poa annua - August 20

Dy Joseph Troll

Poa annua - August 15

University of Maryland

Dr. Peter Dernoeden
Crabgrass - April 1

Poa annua - March 15, August 1

~
"\ Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Dr. Jack Hall
Crabgrass - April 1 Mountains

March 25 Piedmont, March 1 Coastal

Poa annua - August 15 Mountains, August 30 Piedmont

September 15 Coastal

Auburn University (Alabama)

Dr. Ray Dickens
Crabgrass - before March 15

Poa annua - September 15 - October 1

Texas A&M University

Dr. James B. Beard
Crabgrass - March 1- 15
Poa annua - September 1

bermudagrass. The arsonates MSMA
and DSMA are used almost ex-
clusively in bermuda and zoysia turfs.

Goosegrass is the most difficult
summer grass to control in the South.

Timing of application of pre-emer-
gence herbicides is of paramount im-
portance if control is to be achieved.

We generally think goosegrass
starts germinating in significant quan-
tities four to six weeks after crabgrass.
However, this may vary. In the lower
South, the two species may well ger-
minate simultaneously.

If application of a pre-emergent
herbicide is delayed, large crabgrass
may escape because it germinates ear-
lier than goosegrass. In bermudagrass
and zoysia, large crabgrass can be con-
trolled quite effectively with post-
emergence applications of the
arsonates.

Pre-emergence herbicides would
appear to be a better approach to
goosegrass control than post-emer-
gence control with arsonates.

Oxadiazon (Ronstar) and oryzalin
(Surflan) give excellent, season-long
control of goosegrass. Research has
shown post-emergence applications
of MSMA plus metribuzin (Sencor)
gives good control of goosegrass.

University of Florida

Dr. A.E. Dudeck
Crabgrass - March 1

Poa annua - October 1-10

Sandbur and bahiagrass in ber-
muda and zoysia can be controlled
with arsonates.

Research results over the past few
years have shown that bahiagrass can
be selectively controlled in estab-
lished centipedegrass with sul-
fometuron or metsulfuron, but
neither material is currently labelled
for this use.

At present, there is no selective
control of torpedograss in southern
turf.

Both annual and perennial sedges
are problems in the South. Purple nut-
sedge and, to a lesser degree, yellow
nutsedge are the most severe prob-
lems.

Multiple applications of arsonates
or an arsonate/phenoxy combination
are generally recommended for pur-
ple nutsedge, only on bermuda or
zoysia. Basagran can be used for con-
trol of yellow nutsedge and several
annual species.

Summer broadleaf weeds are a
problem throughout Southern turf
but not to the extent of the grassy
weeds, such as dallisgrass, large
crabgrass, and goosegrass.

Prostrate spurge and Virginia but-
tonweed, along with yellow woodsor-

University of Massachusetts

Crabgrass - April 25 - May 15
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rel, are important and difficult-to-
control broadleaf weeds.

Multiple applications of 2,4-D plus
dicamba, Trimec, or Trex-San are al-
most always necessary. Researchers
suggest the use of a non-ionic surfac-
tant with the herbicide.

Winter grass weeds: Annual blue-
grass is by far the most severe grassy
weed infesting southern turf during
the late fall, through the dormancy
period, and into the early spring.

Annual bluegrass decreases the
aesthetic value of turf and interferes
with warm-season turfs in late spring.

Coverage is usually slow following
fade out of annual bluegrass, leaving
large sections of bare ground exposed.

Other weeds, such as goosegrass, tend
to move into bare areas.

Annual bluegrass control with pre-
emergence herbicides is usually ac-
complished with either benefin, ben-
sulide, DCPA, oryzalin, pen-
dimethalin, pronamide, simazine, or
oxadiazon.

Two applications may be neces-
sary during the dormant season for
acceptable control, except with pro-
namide, oryzalin, or simazine, all of
which provide pre-emergence and
post-emergence control of annual
bluegrass in bermudagrass.

There are three choices for annual
bluegrass control on bermudagrass
greens overseeded with perennial

ryegrass.

Bensulide may be applied prior to
overseeding as a pre-emergence ap-
proach. Ethofumesate may be applied
15 to 30 days after overseeding. Check
label for timing to avoid delaying
spring transition back to bermu-
dagrass.

Fenarimol, a fungicide, applied
two weeks prior to overseeding, con-
trols several turf diseases in addition
to controlling annual bluegrass.

Another approach employed par-
ticularly on golf courses, is to use a
post-emergence, non-selective her-
bicide such as paraquat, glyphosate,
or cacocylic acid prior to the warm-
season turf breaking dormancy. This
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Herbicide Directory

usually does an excellent job on an-
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