
MILES TO GO... 
Rights-of-way landscape managers, 
who do things on a big-big scale, favor spraying 
non-selective herbicides and tree maintenance. 
An exclusive WT&T survey examines this 
important segment of the green industry. 

R I G H T S - O F - W A Y 
L A N D S C A P E 

M A N A G E M E N T 

Readers of WEEDS TREES & TURF 
care for more than 16 mil l ion 

miles of right-of-way annually , 
according to a recent survey 
completed by the magazine. 

S ixty-eight respondents to a 
quest ionnaire say they average 8,537 
miles of right-of-way maintenance . 
Projected to the entire readership 
involved in this special ized type of 
landscape maintenance , that 's a total 
of 16 ,675,000 miles of turf. 

Nearly nine out of 10 (88.2%) 
rights-of-way managers practice 
weed control, and non-select ive 
herbic ides are their favorite choice 
of control . T h e survey notes that 
7 9 . 4 % of the respondents use non-
select ive herbic ides on a regular 
basis and 6 4 . 7 % use post -emergence 
herbic ides . 

Because 69 .1% of the respondents 
are also involved in tree 
maintenance , it comes as no surprise 
that chain saws rank second only to 
sprayers as the most popular piece of 
equipment . Sprayers are used by 

8 5 . 3 % of the departments responding 
and chain saws by 80.1%. 

Rights-of-way maintenance 
departments come in two sizes: large 
and small . T h e average department 
has 317 employees, but 8 7 . 6 % of the 
companies in the survey have fewer 
than the average. 

With an average of 317 employees 
and an average 8,537 miles of 
maintenance per company, that 
means that the average employee is 
charged with maintaining 27 miles 
of right-of-way. 

What is in the future of right-of-
way maintenance? A wider range of 
plant growth regulator (PGR) use, for 
one. One industry expert told W T & T 
that he expects use of PGRs among 
rights-of-way managers to increase 
10-fold each year for the next 10 
years. And many of the survey 
respondents agree. 

"Growth regulators may be 
promising," says one respondent 
simply. 

T h e current scenario whereby 
ant i -chemical groups are 
complaining about pesticide use also 
has R - O - W managers worried. 

" W e need to educate the public to 
the benefits of chemica l weed 
contro l , " says one respondent. 

Because so many rights-of-way 
landscape managers are involved in 
spraying herbicides, it is no s e c r e t — 
judging by survey results—that they 
would like more efficient chemica ls 
and equipment . 

" W e need the use of a good 
bermuda release herbicide l ike 
O u s t , " says one respondent. " E v e n 
better ones will improve efficiency 
and safety. 

" A n d spray tips capable of 
spraying in the 40- to -50-foot range 
with a good pattern, using no boom, 
are also needed . " 

Another manager foresees this in 
the future: " m o r e sophisticated 
computerized spraying equipment 

Popular chemicals 

CHEMICAL USED BY 
Non-selective 
herbicides 79.4% 

Post-emergence 
herbicides 64.7% 

Pre-emergence 
herbicides 45.6% 

Plant growth 

regulators 39.7% 

Mulches 39.7% 

Drift retardants 38.2% 

Popular equipment 

PIECE USED BY 
Sprayers 85.3% 

Chain saws 80.1% 

Rotary mowers 75.0% 

Brush cutters 63.2% 

Post-hole diggers . . . 39.7% 

Tree pruners 39.7% 

Aerial lifts 38.2% 

Spreaders 38.2% 

String trimmers 38.2% 

Seeders 35.3% 

Flail mowers 32.4% 



10 reasons why you 
should ask for a 

Continental R-Series 
engine 

High performance, long life 
design — that's what the Conti-
nental R-Series liquid-cooled 
engines from Teledyne Total 
Power can offer you. 

Take a look at the counter-
weighted spheroidal cast iron 
crankshaft with five main bear-
ings and forged steel connecting 
rods.. . right down to the cast 
iron cylinder block and crank-
case, you can depend on the 
quality to keep up with your 

equipment. 
Ask for Continental R-Series 

engines from Teledyne Total 
Power, with over 5 ,000 distrib-
utors and service centers in over 
90 countries ready to serve you. 
Send for your free "Reasons 
Why" brochure today: Teledyne 
Total Power, P.O. Box 181160, 
Memphis, TN 38181-1160, 
901/365-3600, Telex: 
462-1058 ( I H ) 

forced water recirculating cooling 
assures long engine life 

intake and exhaust valve seat 
inserts are dependable 

cast iron cylinder 
block is tough 

\ aluminum alloy cylinder 
head is lightweight 

five main bearings 
are easily replaceable 

precision rod and main bearings 
are trouble free 

cast iron crankshaft 
gives smooth 
performance 

cast iron crankcase 
is durable 

forged steel connecting rods 
take heavy loads 

full flow lubrication system 
gives reliable service 

^TELEDYNE 
TOTAL POWER 
3409 Democrat Road • Memphis, TN 38TI8 
Call toll-free: 1-800-932-2858 

See Us at Booth #5300 at OPEI Show 
R - t i m 

PROFILE continued 

using tank combinations at 
minimum rates for broad spectrum 
control, and new herbicides where 
rates are ounces or less." 

New technology, then, is of 
utmost importance. Witness this 
response from California 
Transportation Superintendent 
Robert Fowler: "Long range, there 
has to be a better method. In spite of 
the equipment, volume and material 
advances, we are still putting out 
herbicides similar to the way it was 
done in 1948." 

Fowler says the R-O-W segment 
of the green industry needs low 
quantity materials, formulations to 
reduce dust, and development of low 
volume techniques to control drift. 

Finally, one respondent sums up: 
"We need more efficient 

herbicides that will have a wider 
spectrum of control and more 
advanced and efficient spray rigs 
having a wider range of tanks where 
more than two or three types of 
spraying can be done all at once." 

This is the future of rights-of-way 
landscape management. WT&T 

Circle No. 148 on Reader Inquiry Card 
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