
DOING IT 
THEMSELVES 

Weed control on industrial sites is not easy. 
Officials at an Illinois chemical facility tried it a couple ways 

before settling on in-house—and it finally worked. 

Alec Rogers, left, discusses spraying equipment and spray tips with Perry Paulson. Rogers assisted Northern 
Petrochemical Co. by providing instruction onspraying herbicides. 

It's not often costs can be cut and 
p e r f o r m a n c e i m p r o v e d at the 
same time. But that's exactly what 

Northern Petrochemical Co. did with 
the weed control program at its 1,500-
acre plant site, which borders the Illi-
nois River near Morris, 111. 

44 About 75 acres of the total acres is 
bare ground subject to weed growth," 
says maintenance supervisor Perry 
Paulson. "Some of that is open area, 
and some is around buildings and 
storage facilities. We have broadleaf 
weeds, grasses and vines. They're un-
sightly as well as a fire hazard." 

Northern Pe t rochemica l , which 
began operating at the Morris location 
in 1968 and has been expanding ever 
since, has tried a number of weed con-
trol programs. 

In recent years, its maintenance 
staff used hand-operated mechanical 
weed trimmers around buildings and 
storage areas, while the firm hired a 
commercial applicator to spray the 
open acreage. Neither was satisfac-

tory, say company officials. 
M a i n t e n a n c e m a n a g e r B e r n i e 

Sandner explains that the company 
spent $5,000 for weed trimmers, and 

4We spent $50,000 on 
equipment, materials 
and labor in the first 
year, but we believe it 
was a good investment.9 

—Paulson 

the cost didn't include labor. 
Paulson says the commercial ap-

plicator just wasn't timely enough. 

Making the choice 
Faced with high costs and disappoint-
ing results, Northern Petrochemical 
decided to buy high-volume applica-

tion equipment and handle its own 
weed maintenance. 

The company purchased a 500-gal-
lon, trailer-mounted, tractor-drawn, 
high-capacity sprayer. It's equipped 
with a 20-foot boom for large open 
areas and a hand gun with 200 feet of 
hose for hard-to-reach areas. The unit 
has a Hypro self-driven pump with a 
gasoline engine. There is hydraulic jet 
agitation. 

Paulson completed the state exam-
ination which is required for chemi-
cal applicators so he could supervise 
the spraying. 

There was still one snag to over-
come, however. 

The company had purchased 55-gal-
lon drums of a chemical for spraying, 
but the firm's environmental officer 
ruled against its use; he was concerned 
that the chemical could leach into the 
Illinois River and kill fish. 

Advisor called on 
At that point , a co m pa ny off ic ia l 



• The 32", 36" and 48" units are equipped with either an 11 h.p. 
Briggs l/C engine or 11 h p. Honda synchro-balanced engine • The 
60" unit is equipped with an 18 h.p. electric start Briggs l/C engine. 
• Fingertip clutch, brake and power turning control levers on each 
handle. • Drum wheel brakes for positive close quarter mowing. 
• Baffled under-deck design for clean, safe grass discharge. 
• 4-gallon fuel tank. O P T I O N S : Riding sulky, large 3-bu. capacity grass 
catcher and pneumatic tires on front casters (except 32" model). 
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acre of Oust and 10 pounds of Karmex 
to cover the broad spectrum of weeds. 

But he included one proviso: he in-
sisted on training the five persons who 
would be doing the spraying. Rogers 
gave four hours of classroom instruc-
tion followed by three sessions in the 
field covering such topics as calibra-
t ion, spray pattern and appl icat ion 
speed. 

T h e N o r t h e r n P e t r o c h e m i c a l 
crews began spraying on April 18 and 
c o n t i n u e d , as t h e i r s c h e d u l e s al -
lowed, through early summer. 

At the start, they used a dye in the 
spray mixture to indicate the width of 
the b o o m ' s c o v e r a g e . But , as t h e y 
gained exper ience , the dye was dis-
continued. 

" W e were highly satisfied with the 
first year 's resul ts , " says Paulson. " W e 
had a call from one of the assistant 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s c o m p l i m e n t i n g us 
on the job in his area. That made us all 
feel good. 

" W e spent $50 ,000 on equipment, 
materials and labor in the first year, 
but we bel ieve it was a good invest-
ment . T h e sprayer and other gear can 
be amortized over a number of years 
and, in the long run, w e ' r e saving 
money along with getting better re-
sul ts . " WT&T 

Because Northern Petrochemical borders the I l l inois River , the firm must be 
careful not to use herbic ides that will leach out into the r iver. 

w h o had heard about Du Pont ' s pro-
gram for i n d u s t r i a l w e e d c o n t r o l , 
c o n t a c t e d that c o m p a n y ' s C h i c a g o 
office. M i d w e s t industr ia l w e e d con-
trol specia l is t A l e c Rogers was im-

m e d i a t e l y d i s p a t c h e d to the plant 
s i te . 

Rogers inspected the site, analyzed 
the problems and suggested a specific 
herb ic ide program: f ive o u n c e s per 

"One of the best equipment values we've 
found in recent years." L. Nichols. Park Superintendent 

7bcson Parks and Recreation Department 
Ideal utility truck for factory, construction site, golf 
course, marina and parks. Spacious dump bed hauls dirt, rocks, 
supplies, spare parts, people, whatever - down narrow aisles, over 
mud, rough terrain. Built tough. Available in economical basic models 
or customized to your specific work needs; single units or fleets. 
Comes with these features: 

• 4-wheel models • Electric start • Steering wheel/foot 
pedals • Reverse gear • Automatic transmission • Big 
flotation tires • Rear, dual disc hydraulic brakes • Dump 
bed (extends over 4 ft. long) • Accessories, including steel 
cab, extra seats, flatbed 

Dealerships available CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-253-1030 
For FREE catalog, contact: <ln Michigan, 616-849-3400) 
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KEES 
HEAVY-DUTY 

Commercial 
Mowers 

Available in 32'; 36', 48 
and 60 Models 

60" MODEL 
NO.601800 

CHECK THESE PERFORMANCE FEATURES: 


