
TURFGRASS 

NFL bending injury 
data on fake turf? 
An official of the National Football 
League Players Association says team 
owners are taking "an ostrich ap-
p r o a c h " to p r o f e s s i o n a l f o o t b a l l 
player injuries. 

The reason? The "cosmet ics" of 
synthetic turf surfaces, says M.J. Du-
bers te in , r e sea rch d i rec tor for the 
NFL Players Association. He termed 

the NFL "a billion dollar a year enter-
tainment industry." 

Duberstein, who spoke at the New 
Jersey Turfgrass Expo in December, 
said: "artificial surfaces pose a major 
safety hazard for every NFL player." 

He said the players association ce-
mented its opposition to synthetic turf 
after comparing 1983 and '84 NFL in-
jury f igures f rom data suppl ied by 
league management. It showed an 18 
percent increase in the number of in-
juries, Duberstein noted. 

Available in 32" , 36 , 48 and 60 models. Model no. 4811 OH shown 

Lawn and turf care professionals turn to Kees for their commercial cutting 
needs. They know Kees heavy-duty machines are engineered to deliver 
unmatched performance and ease of operation. 

The 32" and 36" units are equipped with either an 11 h.p. Briggs l/C engine 
or 11 h.p. Honda synchro-balanced engine. The 48" electric start engine has a 
14 h.p. Briggs I/C engine and the 60" unit is equipped with an 18 h.p. electric 
start Briggs l/C engine. 

Kees mowers are designed with the operator in mind. Fingertip controls are 
conveniently operated from the optional sulky and individual rear drum brakes 
provide responsive handling on all types of terrain. The sulky can be quickly 
detached for difficult side hill cuts or for transport. 

Fully baffled under-deck design for clean, safe discharge and a time saving 
4-gallon fuel tank that lets you cut more acres per hour. 

Kees mowers make short work of those tough cutting jobs and give you a 
greater return on your investment. Kees 32", 36", 48" and 60" mowers...the 
heavy-duty workhorses! 

For more information, write 

F. D. KEES MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
P.O. Box 1131 • Beatrice, Nebraska 68310 • 402-223-2391 

Bui l t by Professionals. . . for Professionals 

T h e P l a y e r s A s s o c i a t i o n 
spokesman attributed some of the in-
crease to the move by the New York 
Jets and Indianapolis Colts from grass 
to artificial turf playing surfaces. The 
Colts injury rate doubled in 484 over 
'83. Leaguewide, the average number 
of i n j u r i e s r e m a i n e d cons tan t on 
grass, but went up 36 percent on syn-
thetic, he said. 

M.J. Duberstein speaks in NJ 

This past season figures supplied 
by management showed a 25 percent 
decrease in the injury rate, but Du-
berstein accused league management 
of "distorting the injury statistics." 

The NFL Player's Association, the 
player's union, is attempting to limit 
of the use of synthetic turf in profes-
sional football. 

" H o w m a n y m o r e s t u d i e s a re 
n e e d e d ? " Dube r s t e in asked . " A r -
t if icial f ie lds are as dangerous as 
always." 

PESTICIDES 

Prof: name change 
good for industry 
P e s t i c i d e s , w h y no t ca l l t h e m 
"qualicides" or even "tjuanticides?" 

Dr. William Becker, a veteran Flor-
ida a g r i c u l t u r a l s a fe ty spec ia l i s t , 
posed this question at the Professional 
Lawn Care Association of America 
(PLCAA) Conference this past No-
vember. 

B e c k e r s a y s t h e n a m e i t s e l f , 
"pesticides," puts the Green Industry 
on the defensive. 

" I s o m e t i m e s w i s h t h e t e r m 


