
Elanco is developing specifically for 
the specialty markets. 

Company personnel say that they 
wil l p robab ly r e c o m m e n d m i x i n g 
EL-107 with a dinitroanil ine (like pen-
damethal in or Balan) for sharper grass 
control. It also controls dandel ions 
and buckhorn. 

The product has been shown to 
work on 90 species of ornamentals for 
weed control, both alone and in com-
bination with another Elanco prod-
uct. Surflan. 

TECHNOLOGY 

Plant stress monitor 
measures turf's health 
Standard Oil is testing a plant stress 
monitor that yields a "stress index" to 
enab le turf manage r s to more ac-
curately program irrigation needs. 

The ins t rument has been placed in 
the hands of two golf course superin-
tendents—one in the Cleveland, Ohio 
area, and one in the Atlanta area—for 
field trials. If tests are positive, it will 
be marketed to golf course superin-
tendents and other turf managers. 

T h e moni to r , a h a n d - h e l d " g u n " 
a t t ached to a c o m p u t e r worn at the 
waist on a shou ld s t rap, moni to r s 
the physiological s ta te of the turf . 
A f t e r m e a s u r i n g t h e p l a n t ' s leaf 
t e m p e r a t u r e , ambien t t e m p e r a t u r e , 
re la t ive h u m i d i t y and solar radia-
tion load, the data is processed by 
the c o m p u t e r . T h e re su l t ing " s t r e s s 
i n d e x " gives the turf manage r infor-
mat ion n e e d e d to ana lyze i r r igat ion 
e f fec t iveness and project i r r igat ion 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

" T h e r e ' s s t i l l a q u e s t i o n as to 
h o w w e ' r e go ing to r e l e a s e t h i s 

p r o d u c t , " notes Steve DeSut te r of 
S t a n d a r d Oil of Ohio . "Bu t w e ' r e 
work ing on an ag reemen t wi th one 
of the major i r r igat ion supp l i e r s to 
the turf i n d u s t r y . " 

A specif ic re lease da te is yet to be 
d e t e r m i n e d . 

FERTILIZER 

Lebanon Chemical 
expands fertilizer line 
With the purchase of Tidewater Agri-
corp Inc. of Chesapeake. Va., Lebanon 
Chemical Corp. significantly expands 
its liquid fertilizer line. 

Tidewater has 20 fertilizer outlets 
in the coastal regions of Virginia and 
Nor th C a r o l i n a . Last yea r , T ide -
water ' s liquid ferti l izer retail sales 
w e r e in the m u l t i - m i l l i o n do l l a r 
range. 

Mark N u z u m , m a n a g e r / a g r o n -
omist at Tidewater 's Chesapeake fa-
cility, will handle market ingand sales 
of the acquisition. 

RESEARCH 

Dutch find treatment 
for Dutch elm disease 
Scientists at the Institute of Applied 
Chemis t ry in Zeist, Holland, have 
f o u n d a way to t rea t Du tch e lm 
disease. 

They have found that in ject ing a 
t r e e w i t h f e n p r o p i m o r p h . a 
fungic ide also used to treat mi ldew 
on c e r e a l c r o p s , w i l l b l o c k t h e 
spread of the fungus that causes the 
d i sease . F e n p r o p i m o r p h has been 
proven harmless to Dutch elms, but 
p reven t s the fungus from giving off 

spores that spread the disease. 
It can be u s e d e i t h e r p r e v e n -

t a t i v e ^ or cura t ive ly . Used preven-
t a t i v e l y , it has b e e n 100 p e r c e n t 
effect ive. 

T rea tmen t s of this kind are labor-
in tens ive and, thus, expensive . But 
researchers at the Inst i tute say a Du-
tch elm " v a c c i n e " could be on the 
market as early as next year. 

CHEMICALS 

Turf regulator shows 
promise in Northwest 
While turf growth regulators have 
won increasing acceptance in many 
parts of the country , they haven ' t 
been widely available in the Pacific 
Northwest . But research conducted 
with Limit turf regulator shows prom-
ising results for reducing grass growth 
in the particular growing and climatic 
condit ions of Washington and Ore-
gon. 

Tom Cook, associate professor of 
hort icul ture at Oregon State Univer-
sity. has been testing the product in 
Oregon's Willamette Valley. 

"We've seen the most impressive re-
sults on bluegrass," he says. "The treat-
ment with Limit did not completely 
stop grass growth as some growth reg-
ulators do. but it did slow it down sig-
nificantly. There was no visible dis-
coloration or loss of turf quality." 

M i k e V a n d e c o e v e r i n g of t h e 
Wilbur-Ellis Co. adds, "From what 
we've seen so far, it appears to have a 
real nice fit in our landscape manage-
ment programs." The Wilbur-Ellis Co. 
has begun distributing Limit on a test 
m a r k e t bas i s in W a s h i n g t o n and 
Oregon. 

CUT A LOT MORE TURF 
Loaded with features, the 
newest generation of highly 
maneuverable Power Quint 
mowers virutally guarantee you 
decades of the finest turf care 

NATIONAL MOWER COMPANY 

with even small PTO-equipped 
tractors. Adjustable reels work 
against heavy duty bedknives in 
individual cutting units that truly 
float over uneven terrain. And 
when the job's finished, this 


