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c-uJar vegetatlon given the undlwded attentlon of
= Martm Schwerthoffer and his erew of 30.

he biggest challenge for Martin

Schwerthoffer at Sea World in Or-
lando, FL, is meeting the public’s ex-
pectations.

With an estimated three million
people treking through the marine life
park each year, the director of land-
scaping and his 30-person crew labor
diligently to make sure Sea World
looks good 365 days a year.

Making the turf green and the
flowers look as bright in February as
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they do in July is not always an easy
job. Schwerthoffer and his crew have
to work around limitations imposed
by the sheer volume of people as well
as the conditions of weather and soil.
They try to meet the demand to be
new and different.

Differences

Whether it means constructing a mas-
sive poinsettia tree and protecting it
from sudden and unexpected frost or

watering an eight-foot hanging basket
of impatiens, Schwerthoffer is always
“trying to get something different.

“I think people expect unique
things from us,” he maintains.

His crew is constantly changingthe
36 annual beds scattered throughout
the park.

“We change so there’s a continu-
ous run of color; so it's always dif-
ferent. If a bed looks bad, you pull it,"”
he says.




To meet these demands, the park’s
horticulturist raises some 30,000 an-
nuals each year.

Demands on the park’s greenhouse
and nursery facilities continues to
grow, not only to provide for the con-
stantly changing color, but to provide
for the demand for landscaping mate-
rials created by new Sea World pro-
jects. Crew member Jasper McLemore
supervised the growth of more than
30,000 junipers in the last two years.
The shrubs were recently installed
around the new Shamu Stadium.
Thirty different varieties of trees were

“I think people
expect unique things
from us.”

also added for that project.

The greenhouse and nursery oper-
ation has grown in Schwerthoffer’s
eight years at Sea World. When he
came, the park had one greenhouse.
Now there are five.

The biggest reason for the in-
creased nursery operation? Savings.
Schwerthoffer estimates that about
$100,000 was saved by growing the
trees and junipers to size.

The people

The crowds visiting Sea World are a
major constraint for landscaping. The
park is open year-round. It is impor-
tant, the landscaping director says, to
keep the grass green.

“People, especially from the North,
come down here and expect to see
green grass—no matter what the time
of year.”

Schwerthoffer says there are 38
acres of bahia grass and six of bermu-
dagrass overseeded with ryegrass at the
park. In the winter, except for the palm
trees, the overseeded bermudagrass is
the only green thing in the park.

The grass used to be kept green by
painting it with a colorant. The color,
Schwerthoffer says, was never very
satisfactory. And it was costly to put
down and maintain.

The overseeding program started
two years ago with a search for the
right ryegrass. Most ryegrasses, Sch-
werthoffer explains, were too thick.
Then he started buying Lesco’s CBS
Blend ryegrass and is very satisfied
with the results.

“It’s turned out beautiful. The
beauty of it is that it’s a finer texture
than we’ve used before. You can't tell
it from the bermuda. We start over-
seeding in November. We get ger-
mination in a short period of time and
have no browning or anything. It just
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goes right to town. There’s less cost
involved and it always looks good,”
Schwerthoffer says.

The bermudagrass-ryegrass
acreage has to stand up to tough foot
traffic, too. On one spacious green sec-
tion near the Rain Forest, Sch-
werthoffer estimates more than 200
band concerts are held each year. And
the ryegrass stays green.

Specialized needs
And how many landscape managers
have to worry about keepinga tropical
rain forest warm in the winter? At Sea
World, the Rain Forest is kept tempe-
rate, despite freezing temperatures,
by 200 gas heaters. The heaters,
placed every eight feet in the one acre
tropical patch, keep the temperature
up when necessary, about 20 degrees
above that in the rest of the park.
The specialized needs of the Sea
World landscape, quite predictably,
extend to the significant part animals
play in the natural beauty of the park.

The crowds visiting
Sea World are a major
constraint for
landscaping.

Not only can a visitor see Shamu, sea
lions and exotic fish, but can mingle
with the 5,000 rabbits, innumerable
ducks and deer who wander freely
about Sea World in Orlando. While
visitors love the natural feeling, Sch-
werthoffer admits the animals place
limits on his ability to cope with com-
mon landscaping problems.

Challenge continues

For Schwerthoffer and his crew at Sea
World, the challenges continue. Not
only do they intend to fertilize early
this fall to avoid having flush new
growth killed in a winter frost, and
use a fertilizer with minors to cope
with a soil system that ties up the iron,
they will continue to realize the de-
mands of their constituency. The
crew will overseed more this year to
make more green grass this winter.
And they will continue extensive
plantings at the nursery to prepare for
their next new project—a luxury
hotel across the street from the ma-
rine life park.

Satisfaction for Schwerthoffer and
his Sea World crew will continue to be
the delighted faces of families enjoy-
ingthe green grass and beautiful vege-
tation. WT&T

Barbara Betts is editor of Lesco News.

For Information Contact Your
Nearest Ransomes Distributor
EAST

Bearco, Inc. (Northern OH)

Cleveland, OH 44136, 216/238-2442
Brodner Etnlymont, Inc. (Ugslale NY)
Rochester, 14606, 716/247-5218

The Clapper Co. (ME, NH, Rl & Eastern MA)
West Newton, MA 02165, 617/244-7900

Conaway, Inc. éMD. Northern VA &
Washington D.C.)
Laurel, MD 20707, 301/953-9220

Conaway, Inc. (Western & Central PA)
Lawrence, PA 15055, 412/341-6447

EDM Distributors, Inc. (CT, VT &
Western MA)
Agawam, MA 01001, 413/786-6977

Ross Lawn Equipment (Upstate NY)
Tonawanda, NY 14150, 716/691-7642

Steven Willand, Inc. (NJ, NY, LI & Eastern PA)
Fairfield, NJ 07006, 201/227-5656

SOUTH
Adrian Metal & Tractor, Inc. (Eastern NC &

Eastern SC
Conway, SC 29526, 803/365-5501

Chemical & Turf Specialty Co., Inc.
TX & OK
arland, TX 75041, 214/271-4549

Lawn Care Sales & Service (TN)
La Vergne, TN 37086, 615/793-6052

Ransomes Florida, Inc. (Southern FL)
West Palm Beach, FL 33406, 305/689-4788

South Central Turf Equipment (MS & LA)
Jackson, MS 39209, 601/922-7437

Spain Distributing Co. (Western NC &
‘estern SC)
Charlotte, NC 28210, 704/552-9582

Stovall & Company, Inc. (GA & AL)
Atlanta, GA 30318, 404/352-1555

Turf & Industrial Eqt. Co. (Northern FL)
Winter Springs, FL 32708 305/327-2220

MIDWEST

Brentom Lawn & Turf Corp. (KY & Southern IN)
Louisville, KY 40207, 502/895-8687

Connift’'s Power Equipment, Inc. (IN &
Southern OH)
Richmond, IN 47347, 317/935-2344

Gonzul Turf & Grounds Equipment Co.

KS )
&olumbia. MO 65205, 314/445-6609

Grass Roots Turf Equipment Co.
IA & NE)
es Moines, IA 50321, 515/223-5980

Hanley Equipment, Inc. (WI)
Sun Prairie, W1 53590 608/837-5111

Ideal Mower Sales (M| & Western OH) Ferndale,
MI 48220, 313/541-4200

Kaye Corporation (MN, ND & SD)
Mankato, MN 56001, 507/345-5083

Olsen Distributing Company (IL)
Barrington, IL 60010, 312/381-9333

WEST

Colorado Outdoor Power Equip., Inc.
CO, WY & NM)
enver, CO 80223, 303/733-4651

Hl?hlmd Equipment Co. (UT)
Salt Lake City, UT 84103, 801/364-9445

Huber Incorporated (AZ)
Phoenix, AZ 85016, 602/955-1731

Jenkins Machinery Com| ng (CA, NV & HI)
Concord, CA 94520, 415/685-6685

Turf-Go Northwest (WA, OR & AK)
Seattle, WA 98133, 206/771-4885

CANADA

Consolidated Western Ind. Co., Ltd.
Alta & Sask)
dmonton, Alta T5S 1H4, 403/484-7181

G. C. Duke Equipment Ltd. (Ont, Que & Maritime
Provinces)
Burlington, Ont L7S 1W6, 416/637-5216

Par Equipment Ltd. (Man)
Winnipeg, Man R3E 3J8, 204/775-8988

Rollins Machinery Ltd. (B.C.)
Vancouver, B.C. V5T 1H8, 604/874-6404

RANSOMES

BOB-CAT '




