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The gun sounds in April 
The gun sounds in April for nearly every landscape 
manager in North America. 

Southern landscape managers say so long to 
ryegrass and hello to bermuda, centipede, St. Au-
gustine, and bahiagrass. 

April is one of the driest times of the year in 
Florida says Bruce Augustin. Irregularities in irri-
gation become evident and are sometimes con-
fused as insect problems. 

Mole crickets and chinchbugs are actively 
causing damage to turf. Contact insecticides, 
such as Mocap, Orthene, and Oftanol are useful 
for mole cricket control. Augustin recommends 
only curative control for chinchbugs with Du-
rsban. Where resistance is recognized, switch to 
Pydrin or Baygon. 

Golf course super in tendents have begun 
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Mole cricket adults are active in April. Adults 
controlled early in April or late March will be 
prevented from laying eggs. 

postemergence weed control and aerification pro-

grams. 
Southern home lawns should be verticut if 

thatchy in April. Augustin recommends delaying 
herbicide applications until later in the month, 
but fertilizer should go down early in the month 
(feed first, weed later after grass is actively grow-
ing). 

In the Northeast after crocuses break through the 
frosty ground, forsythia and redbud blossom, and 
spring rains arrive, turf diseases, including leaf spot, 
stripe smut, and red thread become active. 

Preemergence herbicides should be down, unless 
major reseeding is planned. Fertilizer and soil am-
mendments can be applied to correct pH, soil tex-
ture, and nutrient levels. Iron has become a popular 
soil ammendment lately. 

White grubs, chinchbugs, billbugs, and black 
turfgrass ataenius controls should be applied where 
these insects were a problem last year. 

Trees are breaking dormancy. They should be in 
place with perhaps a final pruning to remove winter 
damage made obvious by lack of buds or foliage. 
Trees and shrubs should be fed after flowering. 

Preventative treatments for apple scab, fire blight, 
anthracnose, and leaf spot should be made where a 
problem. In areas where buds have not broken, a 
final oil spray for scale is possible. 

Forsythia and other early bloomers can be pruned 
back after flowering for shape and size. Rhodo-
dendron should be fertilized with an acidic fertil-
izer. Mulched areas should be cleaned up and dead 
and possibly diseased twigs and foliage removed. 
Renew mulch to two-inch depth. 

In the Great Plains Bob Shearman recommends 
aerification and irrigation system testing. Final 
equipment checks should be made and the replace-
ment part inventory replenished. 

In late April, bluegrass billbugs become active. 
Treat where necessary. Fertilize turf if not fertilized 
late last fall. Begin broadleaf herbicide applications 
late in the month after preemergence crabgrass and 
spurge control early in the month. Leaf spot, melting 
out, and stripe smut diseases may require treatment. 

Ornamentals susceptible to fire blight should re-
ceive streptomycin sulfate applications as they 
bloom. In late April, pines may require fungicide 
treatments for Diplodia tip blight and sycamores for 
anthracnose. Apple scab treatments should begin in 
April. 
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