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July presents turf disease challenge

Southwest and Southeast landscape managers
should be on the look out for turf disease symptoms
beginning in July. Kent Kurtz at Cal Poly Pomona
suggests aerification, light verticutting, and fertiliza-
tion of bermudagrasses in July. Diseases may crop up
late in the month with summer rains.

Bruce Augustin of the University of Florida says
brown patch on St. Augustine and leafspots on ber-
mudagrass develop in Florida in July. Webworms,
cutworms, and chinchbugs are also in high gear dur-
ing the month. Augustin recommends curative
rather than preventative insecticide treatments due
to problems with resistance.

In the Great Plains, conditions are drier says
Robert Shearman of the University of Nebraska. Irri-
gation should be utilized to avoid drought stress and
fertilizer should be withheld from cool-season
grasses. Summer patch, brown patch, and pythium
are potential threats in July.

Armyworms, bluegrass billbug larvae, white grubs,
and greenbug aphids are active at this time. Spider mites
may be damaging ornamentals. Elm leaf beetles, peach
tree borers, and pine needle scale are also active.

Roses should be sprayed at regular intervals for

blackspot control. Junipers should be sprayed with cop-
per fungicides for cercospora twig blight.

Midwest and Northeast landscape managers are
also on guard for signs of drought stress says Martin
Petrovic of Cornell. Trees and shrubs can be
mulched to keep root zones moist and cool.

July is the right time to trim or shear evergreens
says Petrovic. Watch for mite infestations.

Harry Niemczyk of the Ohio Agricultural Re-
search and Development Center, urges golf course
superintendents to check for damage by Ataenius
spretulus. Cutworms, grubs, chinchbugs, billbug lar-
vae, greenbug aphid, and sod webworm are also in-
sect concerns in July.

Mid-Atlantic landscape managers should aerify,
verticut, irrigate, and fertilize warm season grasses
says VPI & SU’s Jack Hall. Postemergence weed con-
trol and treatment for dollar spot are appropriate in
July. Warm season turf repair is recommended.

Hall says cool-season turf may need to be limed
and treated for emerged weeds. Sod webworms,
chinchbugs, and billbugs can be problems. Brown
patch, dollar spot, Fusarium, and pythium diseases
may attack in July. WTE&T
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Trustworthy Brand

Only sweeper for both turf and pave-
ment.Grass, glassand trash...wet ordry.
Sweeping widths from 4 to 10 ft. Self-
propelled and tow-type, both with ground
dump and power lift dump.

Model FM-5 with hand intake hose

Versatile multi-purpose work vehicle. Hill-
climbing 18 h.p. gas engine with a unique
power train that eliminates stripped
gears and burned-out clutches. Three
models and a wide selection of options
allow you to build a SANDANCER to
match your work needs.

3 or 4 wheel models

Write for brochures and distributor in your area.

“ TURF VAC CORPORATION
P.O. Box 90129
Long Beach, CA 90809

(213) 426-9376

Texoka Buffalograss

The Best Native Grass for
Low Maintenance Turf

Advantages:
® Drought tolerant
* Low fertilizer requirements
* Disease and insect resistant
® Cold hardy
* Little mowing needed

“Treated” for better stands.
Same day service.
Other grasses available.

To place your order, call:
(806) 272-4787 or write:

«d31v34Hl, d33S ALNMYNO

Route 3 Box 1120
Muleshoe, TX 79347

“We grow our own seed”
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