Shortages of proprietary Kentucky bluegrasses, bentgrasses, ?‘
and turi-type tall fescues are very likely this coming spring.

Don’t Wait for Spring
To Buy Turf Seed

by Bruce F. Shank, executive editor

A familiar sight in Oregon seed country—windrowing fine fescue.

B uy enough seed to meet your needs
through next summer and store it,
advise seed company representa-
tives following this summer’s harvest.
Local shortages of proprietary Ken-
tucky bluegrass, bentgrass, and turf-
type tall fescue seed are very likely.

Kentucky bluegrass

You might be wondering how Ken-
tucky bluegrass could go from an
oversupply the past two years to a
potential shortage of nearly all pro-
prietary varieties in one harvest.

The people who are closest to the
bluegrass situation are the Jacklin
brothers, located in the midst of Ken-
tucky bluegrass production in eastern
Washington, western Idaho, and
northern Oregon.

“The poor burns from last fall are
the primary reason,” explains Doyle
Jacklin of Jacklin Seed, Post Falls, ID.

“We anticipated crops would be down
40 percent, but it turned out to be
more like 70 percent.

Jacklin said ergot contributed to 10
to 15 percent of that reduction.

“The burns were good this year,
though, and ‘85 should be a good year
unless we get a real hot June which is
when pollination occurs.”

Last fall, seed producers knew the
Kentucky bluegrass seed yield would
be relatively poor, but they felt the
overstock in their warehouses would
easily cover them.

The surpluses built up during the
recession caused the price of proprie-
tary Kentucky bluegrasses to fall. Asa
result, it was less favorable to pro-
duce, and farmers started plowing
under bluegrass fields for more profit-
able crops in 1983.

Rains during the harvest season of
1983 made it very difficult to burn the
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stubble off the fields following com-
bining. “Poor burns hurt a process
called vernalization which has a great W
impact on the amount of seed an indi-
vidual plant produces,” explains Bob
Peterson of E.F. Burlingham. ||

“Although new Kentucky blue-
grass plantings were down because of
the surplus,” says Jay Glatt with Turf
Seed Inc., ‘‘fields planted in 1983
were not affected by bad burns. Asa
result, some of the newest proprie-
tary bluegrasses with expanding pro-
duction were not hurt by bad burns.”
Midnight and Nassau were two new
Kentucky bluegrasses mentioned as
saved during interviews. Adelphi
and Glade were already sold out to
distributors by September. Steve
Tubbs at Turf Merchants said sup-
plies of Fylking and Merit should still
be adequate.

Good news turned into bad when
orders from sod growers started pour-
ing in last fall and this spring. The
overstock started shrinking rapidly.
“Any named bluegrass will be rela-
tively short until 1985,” says Larry
Vetter of Northrup King.

A hail storm in northern Min-
nesota knocked the Park Kentucky
bluegrass crop down a third, accord-
ing to Vetter. “Common Kentucky
bluegrass is probably down 25% over-
all this year.”

Tall fescues
Improved turf-type tall fescues are
short mainly because production has
not built up to demand. “There is a
continuing increase in use and con-
sumption of turf-type tall fescues,
even in Canada,” Pickseed’s Kent
Wiley points out. “We have not had
rain in more than 60 days. The lawn
around out office is tan and dormant,
except for our tall fescue plots which
remain green and attractive. M
seed companies have already sol
their entire tall fescue production fi
this year to seed distributors.”

Tubbs at Turf Merchants says that
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