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by Bruce F. S h a n k , execut ive edi tor 

How tough is your course? 
Super intendents may be able to compare the difficulty of their 
course to others if USGA's 4Slope' system works out in trial 
states. 

Albert Mulberry, execut ive director of the Northern Ohio 
Golf Association told 200 superintendents during a regional 
USGA Conference , " T h e purpose of the slope system is to 
provide visiting golfers with a method of equalizing their hand-
icaps with home course golfers ." 

A team of four officials must rate the course using a compli-
cated procedure intended to gauge the difficulty of a course by 
the difference in scores be tween scratch golfers and bogey 
golfers. T h e average course would have a slope of 113. Scores 
below 113 are easier than average and scores higher indicate 
difficulty. 

James Farrell , USGA manager of the Mid-cont inent region, 
said, " I f the system works out, we may be in a position to take 
the program national by 1986 . " 

New mowers drop pounds 
Mower manufacturers were given an opportunity to discuss 
new product changes during the Canadian Turfgrass Con-
ference in Toronto in March. Overall , the changes represented 
a shift toward lighter fairway mowers, away from wheel-driv-
en gangs, and longer-life engines. 

David Leg of Ransomes stressed light-weight mowing and 
hydraulics with Ransomes products. Leg said light-weight fair-
way mowers are gaining in use as fairways are contoured and 
reduced in size. " S o m e 18-hole courses now devote only 20 
acres to fa i rways , " Leg pointed out. At 2.5 acres per hour, a 
triplex can cut all fairways in one day. 

Henry Larsen from Jacobsen announced changes in the five-
gang, 11-ft. cut HF-5, making it lighter, adding a 33-hp Vol-
kswagen diesel engine, and offering baskets for clippings. Jac-
obsen also offers 18-to 22-hp Kubota diesel engines on its Tur f 
Cat riding rotary. T w o new prod ucts ment ioned by Larsen were 
walk-behind rotaries and the Motomop, a motorized roller 
squeegee capable of removing 3,000 gal lons/hour of water 
from greens, tennis courts or other areas. 

Toro's Roy Eldridge had the most to say with 14 new products 
for 1984, including seven 21-inch trim mowers, three with a new 
two-cycle engine made by Suzuki. Toro introduced two large 
walk-behind rotaries this year with a sulky to be available soon. 

Gordon Mitchel l of Canada's Brouwer T u r f Equipment Ltd. 
s h o w e d a three-gang m o w e r for low-budget golf courses . 
Powered ei ther by tractor P T O or a Honda engine, the pull-
behind gang is also available with vert icutter reels. Tractors 
with as little as 17-hp at the P T O can operate the gangs. Mitchel l 
also showed Brouwer 's 76- inch triplex mower which is belt-
driven and powered by a Robin engine. 

C u s h m a n / R y a n ' s Dan Hedglin described improvements to 
the Front-Line 72-in. riding rotary. Now available with diesel 
engine, the Front Line now offers a series of engine protection 
devices, including an air- induction system, overheat warning 
system, a systems c h e c k button, and a remote oil fill tube. T h e 
Front Line options include a grass col lect ion system and a snow 
blower. 
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