
Tournament Speeds 
Push Greens 
to the Limit 

For the sake of members who 
want their putts to roll " the 

way they do on T V , " superinten-
dents have spent the past decade 
or so pushing grass plants to the 
limit in the pursuit of ever faster 
green speeds. 

Increased attention to St im-
pmeter readings have resulted in 
more cross-cutting, lower cutting 
he ights and i n d u c e d drought 

... preoccupation with 
the Stimpmeter has 
gone too far. 

practices to give putters a snappy 
roll as they try to save par. 

S h e r w o o d M o o r e , w h o s e 
W i n g e d Foot G o l f C l u b was 
named one of the top ten courses 
in the country by Golf Digest, has 
been quoted as saying he believes 
preoccupat ion with the S t im-
pmeter has gone too far. Unless 
superintendents start easing off 
green speed, Moore believes trou-
blesome problems will pop up 
within a few years. 

But what are the long-term 
impacts of these cultivation meth-
ods? Long range studies on green 
speed practices have not been 
conducted, but Jim Snow of the 
United States Golf Association 
Green Section said he's noticing 
some things that may be con-
nected to high speed cultivation 
p r a c t i c e s . S n o w s a i d h e ' s 
observed an increase in moss on 
northeastern greens in the past 
year, and he believes this may be 
partly due to super intendents ' 
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efforts to please their members. 
"In the next few years we'll 

probably see more moss and other 
p r o b l e m s , " a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
increased stress on greens, he 
said. S n o w agrees that fas ter 
greens are generally desirable, 
but he's concerned that in the 
rush to speed up the roll, "we may 

"I caught so much grief I 
don't do it (encourage 
fast greens) anymore." 

—Tom Goetz II 
be going too far" and compromis-
ing turf quality for the sake of 
quickness. 

Tom Goetz II, superintendent 
of the Manufacturers Golf and 
C o u n t r y C l u b , O r l a n d , P A , 
doesn't worry about green speed 
on his course. After increasing his 
green speeds several years ago, "I 
caught so much grief (from mem-

bers) that I don't do it anymore," 
he said. 

Concept oversold 
Many of Goetz' greens in the hilly 
Pennsylvania countryside have 
s l ight s l o p e s , " a n d t h e y just 
couldn't hold the bal l" after close 
cutting, he explained. 

The average player just wants a 
reasonable c h a n c e to sink the 
putt - -he doesn't have to have 
t o u r n a m e n t - l i k e condi t ions to 
en joy his round, Goetz noted. 
"But when you get to these huge 
greens, I think that's when speed 
becomes a factor." 

At any rate, Goetz believes the 
concept itself is oversold. 

"The average player 
just wants a 
reasonable chance to 
sink a putt..." 

— Goetz 

" S o m e t i m e s , when I talk to 
other superintendents, the first 
thing they ask me is 4how fast are 
your greens,' like it's a big point," 
he said. 

It is a big point to Wayne Zoppo, 
whose clients at Agawam Hunt in 
East Providence , RI, feel high 
green speeds " a r e very impor-
tant." 

S i n c e 1972 Zoppo has top-
dressed his greens four times a 
year, increased verticutting and 
kept his mowing height down to 
3/32. Zoppo's proud of the fact 



114Everything you do (for 
faster greens) has to be 
fine tuned to head off 
disease. 

—Wayne Zoppo 
that his greens averaged 10.5 feet 
on the St impmeter during the 
1983 season. 

Any problems? "None," Zoppo 
says. 

The only thing he does dif-
ferently now is use putting green 
mowers "a lot more often" to cut 
the circles of greens instead of his 

hydraulic machines. 
T h e o n l y p r o b l e m G o e t z 

encountered when he worked for 
speed was wheel rings on the 
green from his triplex mowers, he 
said. 

But "everything you do has to 
be more fine tuned," to head off 
disease problems, Snow said. 
Someone should be on the course 
every day checking those low-cut 
greens and have the expertise, 
time and equipment to quickly 
respond to def ic iencies . Snow 
warned that the increased cost 
and expertise required to prop-
erly maintain fast greens, "may 
leave a lot of fellows unprepared" 
to care for their courses properly. 

Penn State University's Dr. Joe 
D u i c h h a s d o n e e x t e n s i v e 
research on green speed, and his 
t e s t s i d e n t i f y l o w e r c u t t i n g 
heights and reduced fertilization 
rates as the most predictable ways 
to boost ball roll. 

Middle ground 
Duich too, has called for modera-
tion in the race for the fastest 
green on the block, and reminds 
superintendents to strive for con-
sistent playing speeds across the 
entire course and not simply the 
fastest surface they can muster. 

Rather than shoot for the ever-
faster green, "Raise it (the cutting 
height) as high as your mem-
bership will p e r m i t , " bermu-

4 4We have no problems 
whatsoever with keeping 
greens fast." 

—Tony Caranci 
dagrass expert Glenn W. Burton 
said flatly. "As a general principle, 
mowing that close is bound to 
weaken that plant, and I think, 
l ike ly to i n c r e a s e its suscep-
tability to increased wear damage 
and other diseases." 

He echoed Snow's suggestion 
about checking the greens closely 
every day during the season to try 
and head off problems. While not-
ing " i f the plant had its way, you'd 
never cut i t , " Burton observed, 
"the turf is out there for the game 
of golf—we have to satisfy that 
golfer." 

One way to help c lose -cut 
plants, he noted, is to raise cutting 
heights as far as possible in the 
autumn to help quick recovery 
the following spring. Burton also 
said increased autumn watering 
will help the plant rest easy dur-
ing the winter. 

Tony Caranci, superintendent 
at the Ledgemont Country Club in 
Seekonk, MA, keeps moisture in 

continued on page 126 
4'Strive for consistent 
speed across the entire 
course." 

—Dr. Joe Duich 



EVENTS 
APRIL 
Fifth Annual Landscape Industry 
Show, April 4-6.California Landscape 
Contractors Association, Inc., at the 
Long Beach Convention Center. For 
more information contact CLCA, 1419 
21st St., Sacramento, CA 95814, (916) 
448-CLCA. 

University of Florida Turfgrass Field 
Day and Research Update, April 6.Ft. 

Lauderdale, FL. For more informa-
tion, contact Dr. Bruce J. Augustin, 
University of Florida, Agricultural 
Research and Education Center, 3205 
S.W. College Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
33314, (305 )475-8990 . 

To insure that your event is included, please 
forward it, 90 days in advance, to: WEEDS 
TREES & TURF Events, 7500 Old Oak Bou-
levard, Cleveland, OH 44130. 

They do. It's their job to know things first and 
then pass that information on to you fast. Things 
like new turf management techniques, effective 
methods of insect and weed control, what really 
works. . . and what won't. 
LOOK FAMILIAR? 
They should. You've seen them often at turf 
shows, seminars, conventions, wherever 
industry news is in the making. They're the 
editorial and sales management team of 
WEEDS TREES & TURF. Please meet 
(seated I. to r.) Ron Kempner, Bruce Shank, 
Dick Gore, and Maureen Hrehocik; (back 
row I. to r.) Bob Mierow, Kevin Cooney, Joe 
Kosempa, and Bob Earley. 

THERE'S NO GRASS GROWING UNDER 
THEIR FEET. 
They apologize for not always being in when 
you call, but great stories are found in the 
field, not in the office. These pros know the 
only way to really cover the green industry is 
to get out and be a part of it. From turf test 
plots in Oregon to the corridors of our 
Nation's Capital, they're following leads, 
surveying markets and interviewing the 

landscape professionals who make our 
industry hum. Then, they use their years of 
experience to pull it all together, analyze it 
and present it to you in a crisp, easy-to-read 
and easy-to-use style. That way, you have 
the information you need to do your job 
better, faster and more effectively. 

The next time you want to know 
something in the green industry, give them 
a call. If you can't reach them at the office, 
don't worry. They'll reach you in the pages 
of WEEDS TREES & TURF. 
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mind throughout the playing sea-
son. His program consists of lower 
fertilizing rates and verticutting, 
c r o s s - c u t t i n g and t o p d r e s s i n g . 
During the summer he trims his 
greens daily, with daily cross-cut-
ting reserved for t o u r n a m e n t s . 
But he a l so i n c l u d e s r e g u l a r 
applications of wetting agents to 
h e l p t h e g r e e n s s u r v i v e that 
intense management. 

His average speeds on the Stim-
pmeter vary between seven and 
nine feet, and Caranci reports " n o 
problems whatsoever , " as a result 
of his management system. 

If you're looking at renovating 
your greens in the future, Burton 
advises superintendents to look at 
grasses whose leaves grow close to 
the ground. As an example , he 
noted that Tifdwarf grasses with-
s t a n d h i g h - s p e e d c u l t i v a t i o n 
practices better than Tifgreen or 
328, because the latter type has a 
tall-growing leaf system. 

S n o w sa id he b e l i e v e s the 
" i d e a l " green speed superinten-
d e n t s s h o u l d s t r i v e f o r l i e s 
between 7.5 and 8.5 feet, which he 
called "very reasonable, and fair, 
and e n j o y a b l e to play without 
doing severe damage to the turf ." 

Snow said he 
believes the "ideal" 
green speed lies 
between 7.5 and 8.5 
feet. 

Doug Hawes, USGA Green Sec-
tion regional director , suggests 
that superintendents try to find a 
" m i d d l e g r o u n d " b e t w e e n the 
varying opinions of course mem-
bers on speed. He also recom-
mends gradually increasing green 
speeds and holding the increase to 
no more than one foot a year so 
players can adjust. 

With all the a t tent ion given 
speed fac tors in r e c e n t years , 
Hawes reminds superintendents 
not to overlook other factors. 

" S o m e greens are unfair at any 
speed," he said. WT&T 


