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AWARDS 

70 receive AAN awards from Mrs. Reagan 
The sun shown brightly on the East 
Garden of the White House as more 
than 70 landscape individuals re-
ceived American Association of Nur-
serymen Awards from Nancy Reagan 
in May. 

The award winners were recog-
nized for their "significant contribu-
tions" in the area of environmental 
design and improvements at the 27th 
Landscape Awards Program. This was 
the eleventh time in the program's 
history that a First Lady has presented 
the awards and the seventh time the 
event has taken place at the White 
House. 

Mrs. Reagan apologized to the 
crowd of around 300 for being late, 
"but my son called from California, 
and you know how that can be." 

After Mrs. Reagan's brief opening 
remarks, Robert F. Lederer, executive 
vice president of the AAN, praised the 
award winners' contribution to land-
scaping and Mrs. Reagan for con-
senting to present the awards. 

"When the American Association 
of Nurserymen was formed, 109 years 
ago, a newspaper editorial said, 'It is 

right that everyone who can be in-
duced to plant a good, honest tree and 
pay for it should be coerced into doing 
it,' " said Lederer, "These ladies and 
gentlemen you will be meeting are 
here because they have planted 'good 
honest trees . ' " R e c i p i e n t s of the 
awards represented the sponsors, 
landscape architects and installation 
firms responsible for 21 environ-
mental landscaping projects in 17 dif-
ferent areas of the nat ion . T h e 
outstanding feature of these projects, 
according to the AAN, is their positive 
effect on the quality of life in their 
communities. 

Following the awards ceremony, 
guests were treated to a reception in 
the State Dining Room. 

Following the White House recep-
tion, another reception was held at 
the JW Marriott where Secretary of 
Agriculture John Block and his wife, 
Susan, were guests of honor. 

"I'm going to count each and every 
one of you as farmers because I need 
all the farmers I can get," Block joked. 
He praised the industry for its many 
contributions. 

First Lady Nancy Reagan looks on as 
American Association of Nurserymen 
Executive Vice President Robert 
Lederer gives the opening remarks at 
the recent AAN awards ceremony at 
the White House. 

Strategy session 
The Pesticide Public Policy Foundation board met recently to discuss 
strategies to organize support for the national use of pesticides. Pictured 
from left are Bob Felix of the National Arborist Association, Inc.; Bob 
Bartlett of Bartlett Tree Experts; and David Dietz, PPPF executive direc-
tor. Dietz reported that the PPPF hotline receives eight to 10 calls a day 
from professional presticide users around the country asking questions 
about how to fight pesticide legislation in their area. For further informa-
tion about PPPF, write or call 1270 Chemeketa St., NW, Salem, OR, 1-800-
GET-PPPF. 

CHEMICALS 

Ciba-Geigy to sell 
part of ag division 
Ciba-Geigy Corp., Greensboro, NC, 
will sell its home and garden chemi-
cals production business. 

Emilio J. Bontempo, vice president, 
marketing, of the division, said mar-
keting consumer-oriented products 
does not fit the long-range plans of the 
division, which is primarily engaged 
in the production and sale of agri-
cultural chemicals and seed. 

The home and garden business has 
been operated as a part of Ciba-
Geigy's Agricultural Division since 
1960. It sells herbicides and insec-
ticides under the Spectrum trade-
mark through various types of retail 
outlets. Last year the unit's sales of 
home and garden products produced 
$19 million in revenues. 

Bontempo didn't reveal the asking 
price for the business. 

INDUSTRY 

Lesco files 
for initial offering 
Lesco Inc. filed in May with the Secu-



When the turf looks sharp, so do you. 
The HUSTLER 261/BAC-VAC™ combination 
is worth the difference. 

The HUSTLER 261/BAC-VAC com-
bination provides a finished job that 
looks sharp and that's a very good re-
flection on you. 

The agile HUSTLER 261 with BAC-
VAC grass vacuum precisely cuts, 
trims and vacuums turf in one opera-
tion. When full, the 16-bushel capacity 
hopper empties with the release of a 
single lever. You never leave the driv-
er's seat and in moments you're back 
mowing again. 

HUSTLER'S exclusive 60" 3-Way 
Deck, with a 9.5-inch offset design, lets 
you trim closely between and around 
low hanging trees and shrubs, provid-
ing the finest cut on turf. It even picks 
up leaves in the Fall! 

Providing a fine cut, vacuuming and 
edger capabilities, the HUSTLER 261/ 
BAC-VAC is the complete package for 
landscape contractors. 

In addition to this flexibility, here's 
performance confidence! The Briggs 

& Stratton warranty on the HUSTLER'S 
18 hp drive engine, and its 5 hp auxil-
iary BAC-VAC engine, has been ex-
tended to two full years. 

It's plain to see why the HUSTLER 
261/BAC-VAC is...worth the difference! 

A spinner device gives visual indication 
the hopper is full. Then an "easy-to-
reach" lever lets you empty the 16-
bushel capacity BAC-VAC without ever 
leaving your seat. 

There are six HUSTLER models rang-
ing from 18 to 32 hp with a host of 
attachments to meet year-round needs. 
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rities and Exchange Commission for 
an initial offering of 650.000 common 
shares expected to be priced at $11 to 
$13 each. 

"The number one reason for going 
public is that it gives a company an-
other way of raising money—equity 
f i n a n c i n g / ' said Je f f j o n e s of 
McDonald & Co., Cleveland, OH, 
which is managing the underwriting 
group. 

"A company's got to do a pretty 
good job of impressing us about its 
ability to be profitable and to grow for 
us to consider them," Jones contin-
ued. "This also gives them more vis-
ibility in the marketplace and gives 
them a value. They've gotten to the 
point—almost $400 million worth of 
sales a year—that equity financing is a 
nice alternative to bank financing." 

EQUIPMENT 

Computer streamlines 
Jake's parts delivery 
The turf industry's first computerized 
system that links distributors with an 
equipment maker to speed delivery of 
spare parts and finished goods is now 
on stream, according to Jacobsen Divi-
sion of Textron, Inc. 

Called REACT (Remote Entry and 
Customer Order Tracking), the new 
data system operates over telephone 
lines to reduce order entry time from 
sometimes days by mail to less than 30 
seconds. 

Besides swiftness, Jacobsen's Cus-
tomer Service Manager Jerome H. Be-
tker says, "It 's far more accurate, 
allows for fast order verification and 
eliminates slow and tedious paper-
work." 

Distributors in the REACT net-
work have a portable desk top Epson 
computer with integral keyboard for 
entries and video screen for simul-
taneous display of data input. They 
also have printer and telephone mod-
ems that, repectively, lets them gener-



HSTECH 
SECRET 
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^ Koreans leap years. 
The years, 1964 to 1984. The coun-
try, Korea. And the company that 
helped this war-torn nation leap 
100 years in agricultural technology, 
ESTECH. 

Through our joint venture in the 
Yong-Nam Chemical Company, 
ESTECH continues to help Korea 
make major advances in fertilizer 
production and farming technologies. 

Perhaps an even more important 
part of our venture is its sponsorship 
of a Korean organization already 
quite familiar to American children: 
4H. To make sure these strides keep 
right on happening. 

So why keep quiet when there's so 
much to tell? That's the secret of our 
success... 

At ESTECH, 
we don't talk. 

W f e j u s t d o . ^ 

i , lnc. 
We'll share some equally revealing secrets 

about Professional & Commercial Fertilizers. 
Call Irv Stacy, National Sales Manager, Par Ex 813/533-1181 

ate hard copy and transmit orders to 
Jacobsen. 

Betker reports that since being in-
troduced six months ago, nearly 50 
percent of Jacobsen's U.S. distributors 
are now part of the REACT network 
with the remainder coming on stream 
according to the plan. 

"With spare parts being of vital im-
portance to turf and grounds care peo-
ple, we wanted to assure rapid 
delivery using the best techniques 
modern computer technology has to 
offer," Betker said. 

TURFGRASS 

Heart attack claims 
U of C's Youngner 
Dr. Victor B. Youngner, professor of 
agronomy at the University of Califor-
nia, Riverside, died April 18 of a heart 
attack. He was 61. 

Youngner was well-known in the 
turf industry for his work with zoysia 
grass. This year, another one of his 
zoysia's, El Toro, will be released. 

A native of Nelson, MN, Youngner 
received his B.S. degree in hor-
ticulture, ornamentals and landscape 
design and his Ph.D in plant breeding 
and plant genetics from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota. 

In 1955, after being a flower and 
vegetable breeder, he went to UCLA 
and began turfgrass research. Ten 
years later he went to the Riverside 
campus. 

"Teaching is not one of my pri-
o r i t i e s , " Youngner told WEEDS 
TREES & TURF shortly before his 
death. " I ' v e always been a re-
searcher." 

One of his former students and col-
leagues, Dr. Kent Kurtz, a professor of 
horticulture, Cal Poly, Pomona, said 
Youngner was "a great person, ex-
tremely helpful and very patient, who 
thought a lot of his colleagues." 

Kurtz is currently working with 12 
of Youngner's cultivars. 

EQUIPMENT 

Deere builds 
millionth tractor 
John Deere completed work on the 
company's one millionth lawn and 
garden tractor on May 1 at its man-
ufacturing plant in Horicon, WI. 

The millionth tractor was an 18 hp 
model 318. 

Production of lawn and garden 
tractors began at Horicon in 1963 
when John Deere built 1,000 units. 
The first tractor was a 7 hp model 110 
that's now on display at the Smithso-



GOVERNMENT 

EPA registration holdup lags 
At presstime, there still is no decision from the Supreme Court 
on the Monsanto /EPA data compensation case. This one case, 
heard months ago by the Court, is slowing registration of new 
uses and pesticides. 

Chemical companies are not satisfied with the way EPA law 
judges have been figuring compensation from 44me-toM regis-
trants to data originators. EPA has told the Court data submit-
ted for registration purposes becomes the property of EPA and 
not the applicant. Meanwhile, registration applications based 
upon data developed by companies other than the applicant, 
are frozen and some previous 44me-to" registrations are being 
nullified. 

Chemical companies want protection for the years and mil-
lions of dollars they spend to get a chemical to market. One ray 
of hope is a bill by Representative Michael Glickman (R-OH) 
which, if passed, could add five more years of patent protection 
for chemicals. This will make up for patent years lost in the 
EPA registration process and is supported by the National Agri-
cultural Chemicals Association. 

Groundwater causes new testing 
Concern over groundwater contamination is the reason EPA 
asked recently for additional data on 84 pesticides, including 
many landscape herbicides, fungicides and insecticides. 

Chemical companies without this data, may have to perform 
up to eight additional tests to keep their products registered. 

Environmentalists are pushing EPA to fill gaps in pesticide 
data. EPA Assistant Administrator for Pesticides and Toxic 
Substances Dr. John Moore expects nearly ten percent of the 
pesticides needing more data will be voluntarily cancelled. 

Moore said products with poor groundwater test results will 
face geographic restrictions and companies failing to supply the 
new data will find it hard to obtain registration for new uses. 

Local pesticide regs get bounced 
Some local pesticide laws are being struck down in Court on 
the basis pesticide regulation is limited to state and Federal 
agencies. 

The Pesticide Public Policy Foundation (3PF) has revealed 
laws in Brooklyn, NY, requiring application permits, and in 
Mendacino County, CA, banning aerial applications, were 
struck down by Appellate Courts. 

These early rulings will set precedent for future decisions. 
3PF, which keeps track of pesticide legislation nationwide, 
believes local agencies are too political and only state and 
Federal agencies are enpowered to regulate pesticides. Those 
confronted with pesticide regulatory problems can contact 3PF 
by calling 1-800-GET-PPPF. 

nian Institute in Washington, D.C. 
It took the company 14 years to 

reach the half-million milestone on 
Jan. 12, 1977, but only seven years to 
build the next half million tractors to 
reach the one million mark this year. 

Mark Rostvold, director of con-
sumer products marketing at John 

Deere, said the rapid increase in pro-
duction numbers results from several 
trends. 

"We're designing more kinds of 
mowing equipment today to provide 
greater versatility and a wider selec-
tion of features and prices. In the late 
1970s we offered only one model lawn 
tractor for example, while today we 
have seven. 

Raymond E. Gregg Jr., general 
manager of the Horicon Works, said 
that the factory has grown with in-
creasing sales. 

"Plant area has increased by 81 per-
cent and average yearly employment 
has more than doubled over the years. 
The Horicon Works has become one 
of the most profitable factories in the 
John Deere system, while becoming 
the largest manufacturer of lawn and 
garden tractors in the world." 

TREES 

Arboretum curator 
retires from Secrest 
John E. Ford, curator of the Secrest 
Aboretum, Wooster, OH, retired in 
February. 

Ford remains an active member of 
a number of professional organiza-
tions. These include the Society of 
American Foresters, American Hor-
ticulture Society, American Associa-
tion of B o t a n i c a l Gardens and 
Arboreta, Ecological Society of Amer-
ica, Holly Society of America, and Na-
tional Audubon Society. 

In 1976, Ford was one of the 200 
U.S. citizens selected by the Royal 
Horticultural Society of England to re-
ceive a Fellowship in the Society in 
honor of the American Bicentennial. 
Those sleeted were eminent hor-
t icul tur is ts , botanists or repre-
sentat ives of leading American 
horticultural institutions or organiza-
tions. 


