
Pinehurst 
Grooming a champion takes experience, long hours 

and meticulous care -- three of Wayne Maples' and Lew Metts' specialties 
by Maureen Hrehocik, managing editor 

"Intense" is the name of the game 
at Pinehurst Country Club. 

The Pinehurst, NC, vicinity has 
one of the highest concentrations 
of golf courses in one area in the 
world. The six-course complex 
(the first active golf course com-
plex built in the U.S.) totals 850 
acres with 630,000 square feet of 
greens with an average of 1,500 
people playing a day during peak 
season. The club is open 12 
months a year and had a whop-
ping 1983 business increase of 126 
percent. 

"Intense" is a household word 
at Pinehurst. Ask two of its super-
intendents, Wayne Maples and 
Lewis Metts. 

Maples ' prestigious No. 2 
course (this year named to Golf 
Digest's Top 10 courses in the 
country), averages 260 people 
playing a day during peak season. 

"There's more 
pressure 
here to keep the 
level of maintenance 
up because of 
heavy play ..." 

The club's computerized tee time 
system turns people away on 
many days. 

Because of the caliber of the 
course, it must be kept in tourna-
ment condition at all times. That's 
pressure, pure and simple. 

Lew Metts, left, is in charge of Courses 1, 3 and 5 at Pinehurst. 

Metts, in charge of courses 1, 3 
and 5, starts his day at 4:30 a.m. 
during the busy summer months 
and usually ends it around 8 p.m. 
There is still not enough time to 
get everything done. 

Both men's courses are part of 
an overall $1.55 million mainte-
nance budget, with each course 
having its own individual budget 
and equipment. 

Maples and Metts work with 
Lee Dalton, superintendent on 
course No. 6 and Bob Farren on 
course No. 4. Bill Donnelly assists 
Metts and Barry Carter is another 
Pinehurst assistant superinten-
dent. 

Lofty origins 
Donald J. Ross designed courses 1 
through 4 at Pinehurst. It is course 
No. 2, though, with its small, slop-
ing greens, deep bunkers, loose, 
sandy soil and rough accented 
with love grass, that has emerged 
as the architect's tour de force. 
Because of its sloping greens and 
fringe areas, No. 2 has earned the 
dubious distinction of being the 
most difficult course in the world 
to play from within 50 yards of the 
greens. 

"Sparse-looking greens are my 
main problem," said Maples. 

Tees, greens and fairways are 
common bermudagrass. Maples 



Par 3 on Pinehurst No. 2. Inset shows Poa annua in bermudagrass fairways. 



uses a CBS perennial ryegrass 
overseed. Mowing is done every 
day or as needed. Greens vary 
from 1/4 inch to 4/32 inch; fair-
ways and tees 1/2 to 3/4 inch; 
roughs 2 inches with 1 1/2-inch 
intermediate roughs. Aerifying is 
done from tree line to tree line 
with a Ryan Greensaire. Top-
dressing is a 3-2-1 sand, soil, 

sawdust mixture. The irrigation 

"Sparse-looking 
greens are my main 
problem." 

systems (Toro, Griswold and 
Moody) on five courses are auto-

matic, while No. 2 is semi-auto-
matic and manual. 

"Golf is such a psychological 
game. An apple green color may 
be healthy for turf, but it won't be 
aesthetically pleasing to most 
golfers," said Maples, a quiet 35-
year-old who considers experi-
ence the best teacher. 

"I was raised on the courses 

Wayne Maples grew up on the 
courses at Pinehurst and manages 
the development's most prestigious 
course, No. 2. 

Lawn and turf care professionals turn to Kees Mowers for their 
commercial cutting needs. 

• They know our Ultra High Lift Blades and baffled frame design 

delivers a smooth, even cut and a clean, safe discharge. 

• They like the fingertip operation of clutch, brakes, power turning 
and variable ground speed controls. 

• They need the maneuverability and positive hillside handling of 

a Kees. 

• They appreciate the timesaving benefits of our 4-gallon 

fuel capacity... 

• And they want the option of adding our convenient riding sulky 
and rugged 3-bushel grass catcher to their mower. 

Kees Mowers can make short work of those tough cutting jobs, and 
give you a greater return on your investment. Kees 32", 36" and 48" 
Mowers...the heavy-duty workhorses! 

For more information, write today, or phone 402-223-2391. 

Built For Professionals By Professionals 

KEES E D. KEES MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Box 1035 
Beatrice, Nebraska 68310 



here at Pinehurst," he said. 
He worked with his uncle, Ellis 

Maples, who designed course No. 
5. 

Starting off his career as a 
superintendent at Pinehurst, 
Maples left to build a course in 
Alabama, worked at Lake Surf 
(now Woodlake) and Foxfire, both 
in North Carolina, and then 

returned to Pinehurst. Short 
courses at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and Clemson have 
rounded out Maples' work experi-
ence. 

Pinehurst uses Toro Parkmas-
ters , G r e e n s m a s t e r s and 
Groundsmaster fairway mowers, 
Jacobsen Greensking walking 
greens mowers and Cushman-

Ryan trucksters and outfront 
mowers. The more than 500 golf 
carts are taken care of outside the 
turf maintenance operation. 

Working with Mother Nature 
The climate is Metts' biggest prob-
lem. 

"We're in the transition zone 
and it's hard to deal with," he said. 

Trailer aerator/dump box 
package by Dedoes: 

easy, quick and effective. 

Call us direct for 
a demonstration 
and reduced pre-
season prices! 
800-521-7086 
Booths 720-721 at the 
GCSAA Show-Las Vegas. 

So if you're responsible for strong, healthy, 
attractive grass and concerned with saving time 

and money, it's worth your time to investigate 
Dedoes quality aerators. Call today for 

a demonstration. 

Deuoes INDUSTRIES 
INCORPORATED 

1060 W. West Maple Rd., P.O. Box 575 OUT OF STATE 
Wal led Lake, Ml 48088 313-624 7710 800-521-7086 
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Optional Dump Box 

Newly designed remote control hydraulics for easy hookup 
and stable saddlebag weight boxes for proper penetration, 

are two hard-working features that make your 
job easier. Not only is it easy to operate, you'll 

get years of time-saving aeration with low 
maintenance. 

The new trailer aerator is available in a variety of 
tine styles for tees, greens, fairways, lawns, 

right-of-ways, or institutional grounds. 

>u can be sure they'll work for you. Can be pulled by most 
tractors including International, Toro, Ford, Massey 
Ferguson, Yanmar, Kubota, John Deere, E-Z-Go, and 

Cushman, because Dedoes trailer aerator and dump box 
attach to your hitch. 



Metts controls pythium with 
Subdue and Terrazole. Chipco 
26019, Acti-dione and Thiram 
take care of dollar spot and brown 
patch. 

"Our disease program is both 
preventive and curative," he said. 
"There's a big difference growing 
bent and bermudagrass down 
here than in other parts of the 
country." 

Metts, 40, a superintendent for 
the past 12 years, got his B.S. in 
Agronomy from Penn State, 
studying under Dr. Joe Duich. He 

About half of 
Pinehurst's players 
are members, the 
others guests and 
tourists. 

has been at Pinehurst 2 1/2 years. 
"There's more pressure to keep 

the level of maintenance up here 
than at other courses I've been at 
because of the heavy playing 
schedule," he said. "You never 
get caught up from the standpoint 
of keeping up with the golfers' 
divots, hal lmarks and raking 
traps." 

About half of Pinehurst's play-
ers are members, the others guests 
and tourists. 

Metts grew up in Johnstown, 
PA. He worked at Norfolk Golf 
Club in Pennsylvania, did a stint 
in the military, was superinten-
dent at Oxbow in Ohio for three 
years and worked at Parkersburg 
Country Club in West Virginia 
before coming to Pinehurst. 

Needs in the industry 
Both men, while recognizing very 
distinct needs in their industry, 
are realists. 

"The greatest challenge for me 
has been keeping up with all the 
changes in equipment and chemi-
cals," said Metts. "There have 
been more changes in the last year 
than I've ever seen. The EPA has 

banned chemicals that I've used 
with success for years. The equip-
ment, on the whole, though, is 
better." 

Equipment-wise, Maples dis-
agrees. 

"I don't mind change," he says. 
"There is always going to be 
change, but it has to be pro-
gressive change. Some technology 
has surpassed its usefulness like a 
lot of the hydraulic junk that's on 
the market. Everything seems to 
be hydraulic and with hydraulic 
equipment there's more chance of 
damaging the turf." 

Metts would like to see the 
market introduce a small, light-
weight mower that won't compact 
soil and better tee mowers. 

Both super in tendents use 
extension agents and universities 
for advice when they have a prob-
lem they can't solve. 

"I'll ask anyone for help," said 
Metts. "North Carolina State has 
been very cooperative; for that 
matter most turf schools across 
the country have been helpful. I 
don't even try to know every-
thing." 

"The greatest 
challenge for me has 
been keeping up with 
all the changes in 
equipment and 
chemicals." 

Metts also says superinten-
dents' associations are useful for 
the "intangible benefits" they 
offer. 

And on days off will you find 
Maples' out playing the course he 
nurtures during the week? An 
emphatic "no." 

"I really don't have enough 
time to become a good golfer. 
Besides I go out and see every-
thing that's wrong or that I'd like 
to do better. I can't help but look at 
it from the maintenance angle." 

WT&T 

For Information Contact Your 
Nearest Ransomes Distributor 
EAST 
Bearco, Inc. (Northern OH) 
Cleveland. OH 44136. 216/238-2442 
Brodner Equipment, Inc. (Upstate NY) 
Rochester. NY 14606. 716/247-5218 
The Clapper Co. (ME. VT, RI& Eastern MA) 
West Newton. MA02165. 617/244-7900 
Conaway, Inc. (MD. Northern VA& 
Washington D.C.) 
Laurel. MD 20707. 301 953-9220 
Conaway. Inc. (Western PA) 
Lawrence. PA 15055. 412/341-6447 
EDM Distributors, Inc. (CT. VT & 
Western MA) 
Agawam. MA 01001. 413/786-6977 
S.P. Lummus Supply Co. (Eastern PA) 
Pottstown. PA 19464. 215/327-4920 
Ross Lawn Equipment(Upstate NY) 
Tonawanda NY 1 4150. 716/691-7642 
Steven Wil land, Inc. (NJ. NY & LI) 
Fairfield. NJ 07006. 201/227-5656 
SOUTH 
Adrian Metal & Tractor, Inc. (Eastern NC 
& Eastern SC) 
Conway. SC 29526. 803/365-5501 
Chemica l & Turf Special ty Co., Inc. 
(TX& OK) 
Dallas. TX 75238 214/341-9110 
Flor ida Outdoor Equipment , Inc. (FL) 
Orlando. FL 32804. 305/295-5010 
Hudson Small Engine Sales (AL) 
Huntsville. AL 35800. 205/536-9637 
Lawn Care Sales & Service (TN) 
La Vergne. TN 37086. 615/793-6052 
South Central Turf Equ ipment (MS & LA) 
Jackson. MS39209. 601/922-7437 
Spain Distr ibut ing Co. (Western NC& 
Western SC) 
Charlotte NC 28210. 704/552-9582 
Stoval l & Company, Inc. (GA) 
Atlanta. GA 30318. 404/352-1555 
MIDWEST 
Brentom Lawn & Turf Corp. (KY& 
Southern IN) 
Louisville. KY 40299. 502/491-0865 
C o n n i f f s Power Equipment , Inc. (IN & 
Southern OH) 
Richmond. IN 4 7347. 317/935-2344 

Genera l Turf & Grounds Equipment Co. 
(MO) 
Columbia. M065205. 314/874-4951 
Ideal Mower Sales (Ml & Western OH) 
Ferndale. Ml 48220. 313/541-4200 
Kaye Corporat ion (MN & ND) 
Mankato. MN 56001. 507/345-5083 
Olsen Distr ibut ing Company (IL) 
Barrington. IL 60010. 312/381-9333 

WEST 
Colorado Outdoor Power Equip. , Inc. 
(CO. WY& NM) 
Denver. CO 80223. 303/733-4651 

High land Equ ipment Co. (UT) 
Salt Lake City. UT 84103. 801 364-9445 
Huber Incorpora ted (AZ) 
Phoenix. AZ 85016. 602 955-1731 
Jenk ins Machinery Company (CA) 
Concord."CA 94520. 415/685-6685 
Tur f -Go Northwest (WA& OR) 
Seattle. WA 98133. 206/771-4885 
CANADA 
Conso l ida ted Western Ind. Co., Ltd. 
(Alta & Sask) 
Edmonton. Alta T5S 1 H4. 403/484-7181 
G. C. Duke Equ ipment Ltd. (Ont. Que & 
Maritime Provinces) 
Burlington. Ont L7S 1 W6. 416/637-5216 
Par Equ ipment Ltd. (Man) 
Winnipeg, Man R3E3J8. 204/775-8988 
Rol l ins Machinery Ltd. (B.C.) 
Vancouver. B.C. V5T 1 H8. 604/874-6404 

RANSOMES 


