
L.A. Coliseum turf team races against clock 
to solve turf problems at 1984 Olympics site 

by Stephen T. Cockerham, consulting agronomist 

The year 1984 is going to be a big 
year for the grand old lady, the 

Los Angeles Coliseum. 
B u i l t for t h e 1932 S u m m e r 

Olympics, 52 years later, she will 
play hostess to the Summer Olym-
pics this year. 

Over the last 60 years, the sta-
d i u m h a s h o s t e d n u m e r o u s 
e v e n t s . T h e B i l l y G r a h a m 
Crusade brought in one of the 
l a r g e s t c r o w d s b a c k in t h e 
460s.The University of Southern 
California and UCLA have played 
most of their home football games 
there. T h e Los Angeles Rams also 
played most of their home games 
at the Coliseum until just a few 
years ago. Now the Los Angeles 
Raiders are the NFL home team. 

There have been rock concerts, 
motocross, soccer, track and field, 
movies, TV shows, TV commer-
cials, and political rallies. Its uses 
have been many and varied for 
the City of Los Angeles over the 
years. 

Stephen T. Cockerham is in Ag Operations 
for the University of California at Riverside. 

Getting ready 
Refurbishing in several areas was 
necessary for an Olympic-cal iber 
facility. A new and slightly relo-
cated track was installed as well 
as a new television screen-type 
scoreboard, and a new field. And 
with that new field, the agrono-
mists were called in. 

In 1981, the dec i s ion-makers 
decided on the type of playing 
field to be built. They went with a 
state-of-the-art sand basin field. 
These are usually an excavated 
site with a network of drain lines, 
f i l led with a uni form m e d i u m 
sand. T h e turf is sodded, often 
with the soil washed off of the 
roots. And presto - there is an 
uncrowned, flat sports field with 
super drainage. 

T h e r e are several companies 
w h i c h i n s t a l l t h e s a n d b a s i n 
fields. T h e Coliseum contracted 
w i t h H y - P l a y S y s t e m s I n c . , 
Aurora, OR. 

There are two factors in con-
struction which differentiate this 
sys tem from the o thers . F irs t , 
there is no poly liner to the basin 
and, second, the excavation is not 

filled with uniform medium sand. 
Whether to use poly liners is 

not a part icular ly controversia l 
sub jec t . However , the growing 
medium used is more widely dis-
cussed. 

Growing grass 
T h e Coliseum field has the drain 
l ines (plus several mi les of TV 
cables) which are covered with 
coarse gravel, then a layer of finer 
material , and success ive layers 
until the top, about seven inches, 
is a sand. There is some concern 
over the layering and the effects of 
perched water tables, however, 
not everyone believes that to be a 
problem. Whether it is a problem 
or not, it certainly is not going to 
be changed, so the job at hand is to 
grow grass on what is there. 

With the installation of Santa 
A n a H y b r i d b e r m u d a , in the 
Spring of 1982, the field was com-
plete. During the fall and winter, 
the traffic was heavy, but, due to 
the NFL Players s tr ike , not as 
intense as normal. T h e turf was 
overseeded with PhD perennial 
ryegrass blend in the fall. Some 



overseeding was done in the w e a r 
areas . In the Spr ing of 1983, the 
n e w U S F L f ranchise , Los A n g e l e s 
E x p r e s s , b e g a n p l a y i n g . In t h e 
past, this period had b e e n used for 
m a i n t e n a n c e . 

By May, the C o l i s e u m m a n a g e -
m e n t h a d b e c o m e q u i t e c o n -
c e r n e d . T h e b e r m u d a w a s not 
e m e r g i n g t h r o u g h t h e ryegrass . 
G e n e r a l M a n a g e r J i m H a r d y , 
Assistant G e n e r a l M a n a g e r Jerry 
N i e l s e n , a n d S u p e r v i s o r B o b 
W i l l i a m s started looking for help. 
Dr. Jim Watson , v i ce pres ident of 
t h e T o r o C o m p a n y a n d w e l l 
k n o w n t u r f a u t h o r i t y , w a s t h e 
m a n that w a s s u g g e s t e d . A f t e r 
looking at the field, W a t s o n sug-
gested that a local c o n s u l t a n t be 
re ta ined. T h i s would permit fre-
quent observat ions of t h e sur face . 

Bermuda loss 
T h e problem was that as m u c h as 
8 0 p e r c e n t of the b e r m u d a had 
b e e n lost o v e r t h e w i n t e r . T h e 
roots of the r e m a i n i n g b e r m u d a 
w e r e near ly gone and the ryegrass 
r o o t s w e r e n ' t in m u c h b e t t e r 
shape. In all fa irness , the field still 
looked be t ter than most , but it w a s 
ryegrass, not the des i red hybr id 
b e r m u d a , and that w a s not t h e 
way it was supposed to be . 

Soil s a m p l e s w e r e taken as wel l 
as s a m p l e s of about e v e r y thing 
else . T h e n a team of e x p e r t s was 
p u t t o g e t h e r . B e c a u s e o f t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e f i e l d to t h e 
Olympics , t h e r e was a fee l ing of 
urgency by all part ic ipants . T h e 
team cons is ted of W i l l i a m Davis, 
turf specia l is t , Dr. Rober t Endo, 
p l a n t p a t h o l o g i s t , D r . V i c t o r 
G i b e a u l t , t u r f s p e c i a l i s t , J e w e l l 
M e y e r , irr igation specia l is t , John 
Van Dam, farm advisor , and Dr. 
V i c t o r Y o u n g n e r , p r o f e s s o r o f 
turfgrass and crea tor of S a n t a A n a 
H y b r i d B e r m u d a - - a l l f r o m t h e 
Univers i ty of Cal i fornia . Also par-
t i c ipat ing w e r e Dr. W a t s o n and 
mysel f , the local consu l tant . 

Keeping in m i n d that growing 
h igh t r a f f i c t u r f on p u r e s a n d 
media is a re la t ive ly n e w thing, 
the team went b a c k to the funda-
m e n t a l s o f g r o w i n g t u r f . T h e 
nutr i t ion a n a l y s e s w e r e brought 
up to leve ls that w e r e c o n s i d e r e d 
appropriate . B ioassays w e r e run 
with no solid c o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h e irr igat ion sys tem and pro-
gram w e r e e v a l u a t e d and b o t h 
w e r e f o u n d to b e s a t i s f a c t o r y . 
M e e t i n g s and d i s c u s s i o n s w e r e 
he ld w h e r e the s i tuat ion and data 
w e r e d e b a t e d . W h a t w a s c o n -
c l u d e d w a s that Bob W i l l i a m s and 
his c r e w real ly w e r e n ' t doing any-
thing wrong. H o w e v e r , s o m e t h i n g 
was def ini te ly wrong. 

M e a n w h i l e n e w stolons w e r e 
dr i l led into the e x i s t i n g turf. As 
t i m e permi t ted , the c e n t e r of the 
field w a s r e s o d d e d - a f t e r all the 
R a i d e r s and U S C w e r e going to 
play in the fall . T h r o u g h the s u m -
m e r t h e r e w a s a t rack meet , sev-
eral i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o c c e r games , a 
m o v i e , s e v e r a l d o z e n c o m m e r -
cials , and U S F L footbal l . 

Success story 
T h e stolon job was pretty s u c c e s s -
ful as w a s t h e sod insta l la t ion . By 
fall , the field w a s m o r e than 85 
p e r c e n t b e r m u d a a n d l o o k e d 
gorgeous. T V a n n o u n c e r s , n e w s -
paper wri ters , and footbal l p layers 
c o m p l i m e n t e d t h e C o l i s e u m 
m a n a g e m e n t on the condi t ion of 
t h e f ie ld . I t r e a l l y w a s a s u c e s s 
story. 

H o w e v e r , the tale doesn ' t end 
t h e r e . S o m e t h i n g is sti l l wrong. 
Al though the tur f looks good and 
p l a y s jus t f i n e , t h e roots d o n ' t 
s e e m to b e as h e a l t h y as t h e y 
should be. No o n e w a n t s the s a m e 
thing to happen as h a p p e n e d last 
year . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the ques t ion 
as to what did happen still is not 
a n s w e r e d . T h e turf team is stil l 
m e e t i n g a n d s a m p l e s a r e s t i l l 
be ing ana lyzed . 

Is it a pathogen, a t o x i c sub-
s tance , a de f i c i ency? O n e thing is 
p r e t t y s u r e , m a n a g e m e n t p r a c -
t i c e s h a v e b e e n e l i m i n a t e d as 
be ing the culpr i t . 

T h e O l y m p i c s are c o m i n g on 
fast. T h e field wil l be u n d e r the 
w o r l d ' s m i c r o s c o p e . M a n y sug-
ges t ions h a v e b e e n put f o r w a r d 
from v a r i o u s s o u r c e s . H o w e v e r , 
noth ing can c o m p a r e to the heart -
felt e m o t i o n brought on by the 
verdant per fec t ion of an e m e r a l d 
turf . Can you imagine what the 
h a m m e r t h r o w w o u l d do to an 
a r t i f i c i a l s u r f a c e . T h e y w o u l d 
p r o b a b l y h a v e to u s e a " c l a w " 
h a m m e r to k e e p it on the field. 

WT&T 

Estate Turf 
Spreader Model 700 

$365.00 
Freight Included 

• Spread seed .% |^^sand or 
fertilizer, l i m e ! ^ ^ de-icers 

• Big 800 lb. capacity 
• Ground driven 
• Rugged Steel chassis with 

Pofyethelene hopper 
• Unigue double-action drag chain 

prevents clogging while calibration is* 
provided by 0 to 2V? sq. in opening 

Model 108 

$217.00 
Freight Included 

ESTATE 
"PRESSURE" 

SPRAYER 
Perfect for spraying fruit trees, shrubs, 
yards, or pastures. 
• Heavy duty 15-gal. poly tank. 
• Adjustable booms sprays 10-ft. 

swath. 
• Comes with hand held sprayer, and 

10 ft. hose. 
• Sprayer operates on 12-volt power, 

with easy access on/off switch. 
• Lightweight, easy to store, (41 lbs.) 

ESTATE 
VERSATILITY 
WAGON Model 300 

$479.00 
(5 ft bed) 

(Add S 7 2 . ® ® for dump option) Freight Included 

• 1-ton hauling capacity with hand 
operated hydraulic dump system 

• Heavy structural steel frame 

• Removable Side Racks 

• High Flotation Tires 

• 5 ft., 6 ft. & 7 ft. beds available 

• Also, single axle and tandem axle 
trailers available 

Country Manufacturing, Inc. 
P.O. Box 104 K-3 
Fredericktown, OH 43019 
(614) 694-9926 
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