
AZALEAS: 
Undiscovered Color for 

Northern Gardens 
by Douglas J. Chapman, horticulturist-administrator, The Dow Gardens, Midland, Ml. 

Dec iduous rhododendrons, or 
azaleas, are the Backbone of 

early spring color in the South. 
Their vibrant reds, scarlets, and 
o r a n g e s m a k e s p r i n g g a r d e n s 
worth a second and third look. 

Unfortunately, azaleas are not 
used nearly enough north of Cen-
tral Ohio. Some of the most color-
ful azaleas are perfectly hardy to 
25 degrees below zero. 

Northern landscape managers 
can have color in a landscape from 
mid-April to mid-June by taking 

a d v a n t a g e of h a r d y a z a l e a s , 
i n c l u d i n g K o r e a n , R o y a l , 
P inkshe l l , E x b u r y (Knap Hill), 
and Kaempfer. 

The hardy azaleas 
Korean rhododendron (Rhodo-
d e n d r o n m u c r o n u J a t u m ) i s 
ex t remely useful in naturalized 
settings as an understory plant or 
in partial sun. T h i s d e c i d u o u s 
rhododendron r e a c h e s four- to 
eight-feet in height. It is the first 
rhododendron in the North Cen-

tral U.S. to flower during spring 
(mid-Apri l ) . T h i s se lec t ion has 
n u m e r o u s c l e a r pink d e l i c a t e 
f l o w e r s a n d an u p r i g h t o v a l 
growth habit . T h e one cul t ivar 
readily available is 'Cornell Pink\ 

Korean rhododendron is rela-
t i v e l y m a i n t e n a n c e - f r e e , 
although it can have problems 
with root rot, twig blight, and leaf 
scorch in full sun. 

Pinkshell azalea's foliage [aboveJ, 
turns from iime-green to red in the fall. 



Royal Azalea (R. schlippenbachii) 
is a s h r u b b y a z a l e a , r e a c h i n g 
three- to s ix-feet in height with a 
r o u n d e d habi t of growth . It is 
ex t remely cold-hardy and seems 
to thrive under slightly shady to 
full sun conditions. It flowers are 
rose-pink or magenta. 

Pinkshell Azalea (R. vaseyi) 
f lowers early in mid-May. T h i s 
u p r i g h t , s o m e w h a t i r r e g u l a r , 
shrub reaches five- to nine-feet in 
height. T h e flowers range from a 
c lear to dull pink. T h e foliage is 
l ime-green throughout the sum-
m e r m o n t h s w h i l e d e v e l o p i n g 
good red fall color. T h i s azalea 
grows well near ponds or bodies of 
w a t e r but n e e d s w e l l - d r a i n e d , 
high organic soils. 

Exbury and Knap Hill Azaleas 
are becoming more avai lable in 
t h e t r a d e . T h e y f l o u r i s h in 
medium shade to full sun. T h e y 
h a v e a s o m e w h a t upr ight -ova l 
habit, reaching six- to eight-feet in 
height. 

Although botanical ly the same 

type of cross as Exbury , Knap Hill 
is usually pink and white whi le 
E x b u r y ranges from a bril l iant red 
and orange to bright yel low and 
cream color. 

Korean Azalea (R. pouk-
hanense) is another late flower-
ing, small azalea. It is perfect ly 
hardy with an upright- irregular 
habit, reaching five- to s ix-feet in 

These hardy azaleas 
can tolerate more sun 
than our native 
catawbiense 
rhododendrons. 

height and width. 
It thrives under mid- to full sun 

condit ions with magenta flowers 
in late May. T h e foliage is dark 
green during summer , becoming 
orange to red during the fall. 

Kaempfer Aza lea (R. 
kaempferi) b looms during early 

J u n e . T h i s s o m e w h a t upr ight -
i r regular - shaped shrub r e a c h e s 
f ive- to s e v e n - f e e t in height . It 
thrives in sunny to partially shady 
locations. T h e orange-salmon to 
red flowers are vibrant when most 
azaleas have finished blooming. 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , t h e s e 
a z a l e a s a r e l o w - t e m p e r a t u r e 
hardy, tolerate more sun than our 
n a t i v e c a t a w b i e n s e , or rhodo-
d e n d r o n c u l t i v a r s , h a v e m o r e 
vibrant colors, and require little 
or no maintenance . 

T h e y can be grown as a speci-
men or in mass plantings at the 
fringe or border for a woodsy or 
n a t u r a l i z e d l o o k . T h e y t h r i v e 
w h e n p lanted in w e l l - d r a i n e d , 
high organic soils, and as compan-
ions to deep-rooted trees, such as 
oak, hickory, and pine. 

T h e s e shrubby deciduous rho-
dodendrons add a sparkle of color 
which seems to bring many wood-
l a n d l a n d s c a p e s a l i v e w h i l e 
r e q u i r i n g l i t t l e or no m a i n t e -
n a n c e . F u r t h e r , they h a v e few 
i n s e c t and d i s e a s e p r o b l e m s . 

WT&T 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Material: Olefin Fibers 
Mesh size: 1" 
Strength per mesh: 60 lbs. 
Bursting strength per mesh: 220 lbs. 
Durability: 5 to 10 years 
Resistance: Will not rot or mildew 

Ball Barrier 
Netting 
New, easily installed, 
inexpensive way to 
stop "off course" balls. 
Produced by the company 
that makes superior netting 
for tennis and industry. 

Fast installation - 3 times faster than wire. 
Wide widths - eliminates 75% of joining pieces. 
No rust or mildew - made of olefin fibers. 
Light weight - easy to handle. 
Strong, tough - and priced right! 
Saves time - labor - money! 
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