
LANDSCAPE 

Loss of large ficus high, 
Florida marl planting suspected 
An u n u s u a l l y high morta l i ty rate for large ficus t rees has b e e n 
reported by m a n y inter ior l andscape contrac tors during 1983, 
according to Dick Ott, c h a i r m a n of the Assoc ia ted Landscape 
Contrac tors of A m e r i c a ' s Inter ior L a n d s c a p e Divis ion. 

Most cont rac tors h a v e reported that the loss s h o w s up a m o n g 
large ficus that had or iginal ly b e e n grown in the field in F lor ida 
and s u b s e q u e n t l y t ransplanted into large conta iners . T h e t rees 
w e r e then held by o t h e r F lor ida n u r s e r i e s in a c c l i m a t i z i n g 
h o u s e s and e v e n t u a l l y sent to the contrac tors for insta l la t ions . 

W h e r e losses h a v e occurred , an u n u s u a l l y large percentage 
of the t rees insta l led h a v e b e e n lost. 

G r o w e r s in Flor ida are genera l ly a w a r e of the problem, as are 
the research people at the U n i v e r s i t y of Flor ida, a l though there 
is no c o n c e n s u s a m o n g t h e m as to just what is speci f ica l ly the 
c a u s e of this deve loping problem, or, for that mat ter , w h e t h e r 
there is a s ingle cause . 

T h e r e is a g r e e m e n t on one thing, h o w e v e r ; most of the dying 
trees h a v e b e e n grown in fields of F lor ida marl be fore they h a v e 
b e e n t ransplanted. 

Estimating seminar planned 
for March in Houston, Dallas 
A o n e - d a y bidding and es t imat ing s e m i n a r for cont rac tors wil l 
be on M a r c h 9 in Dallas and on M a r c h 10 in Houston. 

T h e s e m i n a r is des igned for genera l cont rac tors as wel l as 
spec ia l ty contrac tors involved in c o m m e r c i a l or publ i c w o r k s 
projects . 

Sess ion topics wil l i n c l u d e bidding t e c h n i q u e s to i m p r o v e 
pro ject cash flow, w a y s of reduc ing errors in the es t imat ing 
p r o c e s s , t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e s of p e r c e n t a g e b i l l i n g , h o w to 
deve lop a good cost a c c o u n t i n g sys tem and ef fec t ive w a y s to 
e n s u r e a c c u r a t e c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n office and in-f ield 
e m p l o y e e s . 

Preregis trat ion is required and e n r o l l m e n t is l imi ted to 60 
people . E n r o l l m e n t fee is $135. For m o r e in format ion on regis-
tration, contac t T h e Idea B a n k in T e m p e , AZ, (602) 829-1233 . 

ALCA plans student field days 
T h e Assoc ia ted Landscape Contrac tors of A m e r i c a wil l sponsor 
its 8th A n n u a l S t u d e n t F ie ld Days M a r c h 23 -25 at O h i o S ta te 
U n i v e r s i t y ' s Agr icul tura l T e c h n i c a l Inst i tute in Wooster , OH. 

T h e three day c o m p e t i t i v e event a l lows s tudents from hor-
t icul tura l programs from col leges across the c o u n t r y to c o m -
pete in e v e n t s w h i c h direct ly re la te to the ski l ls n e c e s s a r y for a 
c a r e e r in the h o r t i c u l t u r e industry . 

E ighteen co l leges are e x p e c t e d to part ic ipate in this year ' s 
event . For m o r e in format ion , contac t Kent D. H a m m o n d , A T I 
Dover Road, Rt. 250, Wooster , OH, 44691 , (216) 264-3911. 

CONVENTION from page 12 

"Regis t ra t ion was much better 
than expected and it sure feels good," 
said Dr. Richard Duble, conference 
chairman and turfgrass specialist , 
Texas A&M. 

Noted turf and industry specialists 
from Texas and across the country 
conducted seminars during the four-
day show. 

New officers elected to the associa-
tion are: James Moore, superinten-
dent , R idgewood C o u n t r y Club, 
W a c o , T X , p r e s i d e n t ; G a r y 
McElvaney, Chemical and Turf Spe-
cialty, Dallas, TX, president-elect ; 
Jerry Roberts, vice president, director 
of development , Laurel Land, Ft. 
Worth, TX, vice president. 

Directors inc lude : Region III -
Louis Quick, Denton Country Club, 
Director of NTTA; Region IV - George 
Manuel, O.M. Scotts; Region V - Joe 
M c M a h o n , Dallas Country Club; 
Region VII - R.W. Deems, Herlingen 
Country Club. 

Next year's conference will be in 
San Antonio, TX. 

INTERNATIONAL 

Trade venture links 
U.S. and Europe 
An international hort iculture dis-
tribution company based in Holland 
has been formed by Shemin Nurseries 

Emanuel Shemin 

Inc. in a jo int v e n t u r e with the 
Weyerhauser Co. 

Shemco International (CQ) B.V. 
has been formed to in i t ia te hor-
ticultural trade between the United 
States and Europe and within Euro-
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