
OUTLOOK 

A spirit of compromise 
For over a week the radio waves in Cleveland crackled with the promotion of an 
event which promised to turn the floor of Munic ipal Stadium " in to a mud pi t " 
with fire-breathing monsters and a vehic le cal led "B ig F o o t " that c r u n c h e s cars 
with the same fervor you stomp out cockroaches on a k i tchen floor. 

This is the kind of action we Americans love. Lots of hoopla, good old, dirt-
flying, down-home fun. 

That it also attracted a gaggle of concerned local media came as 
no surprise. T h e concern over the anticipated abuse to the baseball 
playing field was healthy. 

Promoters of the event, anx ious to demonstrate they were taking 
precautions to protect the turf, invited the media to Municipal 
Stadium to watch the track being built . What b e c a m e most ob-
vious—along with the hundreds of sheets of plywood and approx-
imately 4 ,500 tons of d i r t—was a spirit of compromise . 

No, the floor of the Stadium was not being turned into a " m u d 
pi t . " In fact, the two, 30-by-250 dirt tracks were confined to the foul 
areas, barely touching the playing field, and then only in the right 
and left field corners . 

Stadium M a i n t e n a n c e Director David Frey used the opportunity 
to test a geo-text i le ground cover which, covered with layers of 
plywood and tons of dirt, would lessen the pressure on the grass 
and allow it to breathe. 

After the dust had settled and the tons of track hasti ly removed, Frey was not 
at all displeased with the convers ion of the Stadium floor from baseball field to 
motor event back to playing field again. A single 4-ft-by-18-in. roll of sod was 
needed to repair assorted nicks and dings in the turf. T h e field would be ready 
when the baseball team returned the following week . 

It's a s imple matter to point the finger of b lame without all the facts, to begin 
heating the tar and shaking the pil lows into a fluffy pile of feathers. 

Often such drastic action is unwarranted. 
T h e bottom line in the operation of a stadium, as it is in any successful 

business, is the dollar. T o remain profitable a stadium has to attract s izeable 
crowds even though it might involve stretching the capabil i t ies of an athlet ic 
field. T h e turf manager shares in this reality and, as Frey emphasized during 
Cleveland's recent exper ience , it 's an exce l l ent opportunity to learn by ag-
gressive planning and action. 

It demonstrated again that when proper concern is shown and proper care 
taken, facil it ies, even those with something as seemingly fragile as turfgrass, can 
bring enter ta inment to those of us with many tastes, even if it involves trucks 
that eat other trucks. 
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