
Specialist spectators 
Youngner, Kurtz, and 

Davis ponder the most 
critical field, the Coliseum 

following rebuilding. 

Going for the Green: 
The XXIII Olympic Fields 

by Dr. Kent Kurtz, professor of horticulture, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, CA 

Winning a medal at the Olympic games 
may depend on the condition of a turf 

surface. At the same time, field 
managers must fit the Olympics into 

their existing schedule of events. The 
result is a grueling struggle between 

man and nature. 

The Rose Bowl turf crew 
faced this the day after a 
motocross and just weeks 

before the Olympics began. 



Despite the impending boycott 
b y t h e R u s s i a n s a n d o t h e r 

Eastern European countries , the 
Los Angeles Olympic Organizing 
C o m m i t t e e has cont inued to push 
for the best possible playing sur-
faces avai lable for the competi tors 
of the XXIII Olympiad. 

T h r o u g h o u t southern Cali for-

Olympic turf is spread throughout 
the Los AngeJes area. Numerous 
turfgrasses and field construction 
designs are being used. Soccer, 
baseball, equestrian and track and 
field events must fit into the turf 
manager's regular schedule. 

nia, managers and landscape per-
sonnel have spent count less extra 
hours feeding, grooming and put-
t ing t h e f ina l t o u c h e s to t h e i r 
f ie lds . S e v e r a l O l y m p i c e v e n t s 
will take place on natural grass 
s u r f a c e s and t h e s e a r e a s m u s t 
meet the strict and rigid standards 
of world competi t ion. 

T h e s e managers have had to fit 
the Olympics into their regularly 
s c h e d u l e d e v e n t s . C o n s u l t a n t s 
have been cal led in to m a k e sure 
the turf satisfies regular tennants 
as well as the Olympic Commit -
t e e . T h i s e n d e a v o r m a k e s a 
unique story. 

LA Memorial Coliseum 
T h e o p e n i n g and c los ing c e r e -
m o n i e s and all t rack and f ield 
events will be held at the Los An-
geles Memor ia l Col i seum, w h i c h 
had b e e n const ruc ted originally 
for the 1932 Olympic games. 

T h e turf area of the Col iseum 
will be used mainly for shot put, 
d i s c u s , j a v e l i n , a n d h a m m e r 
t h r o w and c e r e m o n i a l e v e n t s . 
More television t ime will be spent 
on the Col iseum than other Los 
Angeles area fields used for Olym-
pic competi t ion. It is the showcase 
field. 

T o satisfy the athletes and dis-
cerning world eyes, the Col iseum 
m a n a g e m e n t a s k e d m a n y 
turfgrass professionals to contrib-
ute their t ime, energy and exper-
t ise . T h e y i n c l u d e the late Dr. 
Victor Youngner , who developed 
Santa Ana hybrid bermudagrass; 
Wil l iam Davis, a sand field expert 
from the Universi ty of California, 
Davis; Dr. Henry Indyk, extension 
special is t from Rutgers Univer -
s i ty , N e w B r u n s w i c k , NJ; Dr. 
James Watson of the Toro Compa-
ny; Dr. Victor Gibeault , Univer-
sity of California, Riverside; John 
Van Dam, Universi ty of California 
turf advisor; S teven Cockerham of 
t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a , 
Riverside; and the author, a pro-
fessor who has taught many of the 
area 's super in tendents and turf 
managers. 

T h e Col i seum completed a ma-
jor s t a d i u m r e n o v a t i o n d u r i n g 
t h e s u m m e r of 1 9 8 2 . T h i s in -
c l u d e d r e p l a c i n g t h e c o m m o n 
b e r m u d a g r a s s on a s o i l - b a s e d 
field with Santa Ana on a n e w 
sand-based field. T h e field archi-
tect was R ichard Jenks, a m e m b e r 
of t h e J e n k s s e e d c l a n ( J e n k s -
W h i t e S e e d Co., now part of Jack-
l in) in Aurora, OR. J e n k s ' design, 
ca l l ed the Hi-Play S y s t e m , was 
a l so u s e d for t h e Los A n g e l e s 
Raiders pract ice field in nearby 
El Segundo. Indyk assisted Jenks 
with the planning and instal la-
tion of the field. 

C o c k e r h a m is the primary con-
sultant for field maintenance , un-
d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e 
Col iseum's Larry Nielson. 

Dodger Stadium 
B a s e b a l l h a s a p p e a r e d in t h e 
Olympic games seven t imes as a 
demonstration sport, the first in 
1912 in Stockholm, Sweden. More 
than 40 countries will field teams 
th is m o n t h , wi th t h e U.S . and 
Cuba as co-favorites. 

Dodger Stadium, just North of 
downtown Los Angeles, features a 
T i f g r e e n h y b r i d b e r m u d a g r a s s 
field on a heavy adobe clay soil. 
T h e field is overseeded with Ade-
lphi Kentucky bluegrass for the 
w i n t e r . F i e l d s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
C h r i s D u c a m o v e d w i t h t h e 
Dodgers in 1959 from Brooklyn to 
Los Angeles. 

T h e infield turf is m o w e d daily 
with a reel m o w e r at one-hal f -
inch. T h e outfield is cut at three-
quar ters - inch with all cl ippings 
removed. T h e primary nitrogen 
source is urea w h i c h is applied 
r e g u l a r l y e v e r y f o u r to f i v e 
weeks . 

T h e automat ic irrigation sys-
tem in the outfield is set to water 
after all home games. Supplemen-
tal irrigation is used daily depend-
i n g u p o n s o i l m o i s t u r e a n d 
weather conditions. Duca tries to 
maintain root depths in excess of 
eight inches . 

T h e inf ie ld is w a t e r e d m a n -
ually, as is the new "Dodger Dir t " 
which is now being used in the 
skinned infield areas. 

The Rose Bowl 
Soccer (football to the rest of the 
world) is the most popular sport 
on earth. T h e Rose Bowl in Pas-
adena will host the soccer finals. 
S ix teen out of the original 100 na-
t ions in the soccer c o m p e t i t i o n 
will play off in the Rose Bowl. T h e 
U.S. a u t o m a t i c a l l y qua l i f i es for 
the finals as the host country, but 
it has n e v e r w o n an O l y m p i c 
medal for soccer , a sport domi-
nated by eastern European coun-
tries. 

Last year, the Rose Bowl 's turf 
was r e p l a c e d with a r e l a t i v e l y 
n e w t u r f g r a s s f r o m A u s t r a l i a , 
known as E x c a l i b r e or seashore 
paspalum. T o help the paspalum 
s u r v i v e a h e a v y s c h e d u l e o f 
events , inc luding UCLA football , 



the Rose Bowl game, concerts , 
graduations and even motocross, 
the f ie ld has b e e n o v e r s e e d e d 
with Olympic tall fescue. 

Frequent fertilization, aerifica-
tion and sand topdressing in addi-
t ion to c a r e f u l i rr igat ion w e r e 
attempted to help the field recover 
from the stress of in tense use. 
Olympic soccer requires a table-
top smooth surface so the ball will 
roll consis tant ly , thus the sand 
topdressing. 

In late-June, based upon a re-
c o m m e n d a t i o n f r o m G e o r g e 
Toma of the Kansas City Chiefs 
and N a t i o n a l F o o t b a l l L e a g u e 
field consultant, the decision was 
made to replace 75 percent of the 
field with Santa Ana sod from Pa-
cific Sod. Pacific was also the sup-
plier of the paspalum and stood 
behind the Rose Bowl in prepara-
tion for the Olympics. 

Santa Anita 
T h e e q u e s t r i a n j u m p i n g a n d 
dressage events will be held at 
Santa Anita Park race track in Ar-
cadia. T h e competition will take 

place not on turf, but on specially 
prepared soil. The cross country 
equestrian events will be held at 
the Fa i rbanks Country Club in 
San Diego. 

T h e S a n t a A n i t a so i l a r e a s 
(slides) are t i led for m a x i m u m 
drainage and worked into con-

Frequent fertilization, 
aerification and sand 
topdressing in 
addition to careful 
irrigation, were 
attempted to help the 
field recover... 

dition by dragging and watering. 
Soil needs to be stable for the 
1 , 2 0 0 - p o u n d b e a s t s and t h e i r 
riders to make sharp turns and to 
allow rapid accelerat ion for the 
timed events. 

use field 
Besides these major fields are prac-
tice fields such as Cromwell Field 
at the University of Southern Cal-
ifornia. Drs. O. R. Lunt and George 
Schmitz of Donald Eberhardt & As-
sociates designed and built the 
field, replacing a silty clay soil with 
a m e d i u m p a r t i c l e s a n d and 
organic matter. It was then sodded 
with "Sports Blend", a combina-
tion of Tifgreen and Tifway. 

Just in time 
Preparing for the Olympics has 
demanded everything turf man-
agers and turf science has to offer. 
I m a g e is c r i t i c a l and p l a y i n g 
q u a l i t y e v e n m o r e i m p o r t a n t . 
With regular events to contend 
with, final preparations have been 
done almost at the last minute 
with daring atypical to the turf 
and landscape industries. 

By mid-August, the Olympics 
will be just a memory and turf 
managers will refocus on their 
day-to-day cha l lenges , helping 
other a thletes perform at their 
best and safely on turf. WT&T 

BEAUTY LAWN ZOYSIA SOD 
(Meyer Z-52) for your 

FAIRWAYS, ATHLETIC FIELDS, PARKS 
• Zoysia saves big on water, fertilizer, 

insecticides, fungicides, mowing. 
• Zoysia provides an outstanding 

playing surface for fairways. 
• Stands up to hard usage. 
• Truck-trailer shipping throughout U.S. 

ROW PLANTING SERVICE 
100 Mile Radius of Louisvil le, Ky. Dependable sweeper 

with best warranty ever— 
2 years or 2,000 hours (except on normal wear 
items). PLUS we'll guarantee a credit for your 
Tennant s 95 when it's time to trade it in. 

It's a tough, trim sweeper wrapped with a channel 
steel bumper and powered bv a durable 
Continental engine (gas or diesel). 
Nothing sweeps cleaner—or with 
better dust control. Picks up sand to 
bricks and a whirlwind airnow 
system helps remove light litter 
many units can't. 

TENNANT ^ Ask about our 
' guaranteed 
trade-in credit. 

Get complete 
data today 

CALL TOLL FREE: 800-328-5727 EXT. 768K 

Jay and John Frick 
The Zoysia Men 

The Solution to Old Problems 
BEAUTY LAWN ZOYSIA 

603 Union Road • Lebanon, Ohio 45036 
Near Cincinnati, Ohio (513) 424-2052 

Our 35th Year 


