
JOBTALK 
Grass fields save hand work 
for Grand Island foreman 

Circle No. 108 on Reader Inquiry Card 

How do you cut costs and still provide 
the same level of service? Directors of 
m u n i c i p a l parks and r e c r e a t i o n 
departments all over the country con-
stantly ask themselves that question 
at budget time. 

Raymond Billica, parks foreman 
for the town of Grand Island, NY, 
came up with one answer: his staff 
converted several of the town's base-
ball and softball fields into "all grass" 
fields. Only the eight-foot diameter 
pitcher's mound (on baseball fields) 
and a 12-foot diameter home plate 
area are left in clay, while the base-
lines and base areas themselves are 
overseeded. 

Before converting the fields, Bil-
lica's crews screened the fields every 
day, hand raking the pitcher's mound, 
home plate and the bases. Foul lines 
and coaching boxes had to be marked 
out, and after heavy rains it took 
extensive manpower to shape up the 

fields again. Crews would have to 
squeegee water off the field, apply 
water-absorbing compounds and then 
work up the clay all over again. 

Since converting the fields, " the 
need for extensive work during wet 
weather is all but eliminated," Billica 
said. Daily maintenance has been 
greatly reduced, and only the home 
plate area needs to be lined daily. All 
grass lines are applied with a field 
marking paint and need retouching 
every other week. 

W h i l e more area n e e d s to be 
mowed after the conversion, Billica 
said the extra time involved is negligi-
ble. The switch increases the need to 
fertilize, top dress and reseed the 
playing areas, but he also noted that 
the town's youth baseball fields (used 
only two months a year and players 
are prohibited from wearing metal 
cleats) do not require extensive extra 
maintenance. 

Estate Turf 
Spreader Model 700 

$365.00 
Freight Included 

•Spread s e e d . ^ ^ ^ s a n d or 
fertilizer, l i m e . ^ ^ de-icers 

•Big 800 lb. capacity 
•Ground driven 
•Rugged Steel chassis with 

Pofyethelene hopper 
•Unique double-action drag chain 

prevents clogging while calibration is 
provided by 0 to 21/? sq. in opening 

Model 108 

$217.00 
Freight Included 

ESTATE 
"PRESSURE'' 

SPRAYER 
Perfect for spraying fruit trees, shrubs, 
yards, or pastures. 
• Heavy duty 15-gal. poly tank. 
• Adjustable booms sprays 10-ft. 

swath. 
• Comes with hand held sprayer, and 

10 ft. hose. 
• Sprayer operates on 12-volt power, 

with easy access on/off switch. 
• Lightweight, easy to store, (41 lbs.) 

ESTATE 
"VERSATILITY" 
WAGON Model 300 

$479.00 
(5 ft. bed) 

(Add $ 7 2 . 0 0 for dump option) Freight Included 

• 1-ton hauling capacity with hand 
operated hydraulic dump-system 

•Heavy structural steel frame 

• Removable Side Racks 

• High Flotation Tires 

•5 ft . 6 ft. & 7 ft. beds available 

• Also, single axle and tandem axle 
trailers available 

Country Manufacturing, Inc. 
P.O. Box 104 K-3 
Fredericktown, OH 43019 
(614) 694-9926 

EDCE OF PITCHERS CIRCLE 

Billica left only an 8-foot diameter pitchers mound and a 12-foot diameter 
home plate area clay while baselines and base areas themselves are 
overseeded. 




