
The central feature of the 
Salem, Oregon, park system 
is a small river. The turf 
area around the river 
is periodically aerified to 
prevent compaction 
problems from foot traffic. 
Photo by Larry Kassell. 
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Baseball field renovation, see page 28 

Thatch Control by 
Core Cultivation 
Complete removal of thatch may 
not be the most desirable way to 
solve thatch problems. Karl 
Danneberger of Michigan State 
University suggests coring and 
cultivating the cores with the 
thatch creates a hybrid thatch 
with improved characteristics. 
Disruption of the turf by thatch 
removal is lessened. 

28 
Giving New Life to 
Old Baseball Fields 
Managers of baseball fields in 
the transition zone should get 
special benefit from this article 
by Professor Portz, of Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale. 
Correcting drainage and 
compaction problems are 
preferred over building new 
fields. Portz gives tips to 
construction and maintenance of 
baseball fields. 

38 
Parks Stretch to 
Meet Field Demand 
A survey of park superintendents 
reveals park budgets and staff 
have not matched the demand 
for playing fields. The 
superintendents report 40 
percent allow sports leagues to 
perform some maintenance tasks. 
Field maintenance programs 
remain at utility only levels. 
Resources seem to be falling 
behind field needs. 

40 
The Orange Bowl 
After the Storm 
Millions of television viewers 
saw the New York Jets-Miami 
Dolphins playoff game on the 
rain-soaked Orange Bowl field. 
Field manager Dale Sandin 
discusses that day and the field's 
qualities. 

46 
New Vitality In 
Growth Regulators 
Changing uses and objectives for 
growth regulators have added 
new life and a line of new 
products. Mowing reduction, 
seedhead suppression, and new 
products are covered by Purdue 
University expert on growth 
regulators, Dr. Ray Freeborg. 

PGRs and Poa: 
Golf Course Trials 
Many of the early kinks with 
growth regulators have been 
solved with rate and timing 
studies. Now golf course 
superintendents can use PGRs to 
reduce Poa annua seedheads and 
improve heat tolerance. 
Superintendents and researchers 
cite examples. 

The Orange Bowl, see page 40. 
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