15 PLANTS TO ADD
TO 1983 LANDSCAPES

profusely in late June.

With the new year here, your shop-
ping list for additional trees to use
in the landscape should include a
few of the following for their aes-
thetic qualities, tolerance to unique
environmental conditions, or dis-
ease resistance. The plants are
cultivars of crab apple, white ash,
linden, and several conifers.

Crab apples are premier small
trees in the landscape. They seem
to compete well with turf and,
therefore, work well as small street
trees, in parks, or in the general
home landscape. In the past, many
of the varieties, although aesthetic-
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ally gifted were susceptible to fire
blight and/or apple scab. The fol-
lowing Malus cultivars are ex-
tremely resistant to fire blight and
apple scab.

‘Red Star’ Crab Apple (Malus
‘Red Star’), a new introduction of
Weston Nurseries (Hopkinton,
Massachusetts), is an upright,
spreading variety, reaching 15 to 20
feet in height. The bright red flow-
ers of spring have pale centers,
adding color. The fruit in the fall is
small (under z-inch) and bright
red, being extremely effective.

‘David’ Crab Apple (M. ‘David’)
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is a round, compact tree, reaching
12 feet in height and width. The
pink flower buds open to a pure
white flower. The 1%2-inch diame-
ter red scarlet fruits are exciting in
the fall.

‘White Angel’ Crab Apple (M.
‘White Angel’), a development of
Dugan Nurseries (Perry, OH), has
been around for several years.
This cultivar is rounded, some-
what compact when young but be-
coming upright or open at maturity.
The ultimate height is 15 to 18 feet.
‘White Angel’s’ outstanding char-
acteristics include annual profuse-
ly producing white flowers, fol-
lowed in the fall by extremely
abundant V2- to %-inch scarlet red
fruits. This plant fruits so heavily
that the plant takes on an almost
pendulous habit. ‘White Angel’
Crab Apple is outstanding spring
and fall.

‘Centurian’ Crab Apple (M.
‘Centurian’) a Simpson Nursery
(Vincennes, Indiana) introduction,
named by Lake County Nursery
Exchange (Perry, OH), is a narrow
upright, almost columnar crab
apple, reaching 14 feet in height. It
resembles M. baccata ‘Jackii’ in
shape or habit. Its leaves are a dark
green, being 3 inches in length and
1'% inches in width. The dark red
flower buds open to magenta flow-
ers when in full bloom. The fruit is
small and bright red.

‘lewelberry’ Crab Apple (M.
‘lewelberry’), another develop-
ment of Simpson Nurseries, is a
round shrubby tree, reaching 6 feet
in height. The pink buds open to
clear white blossoms. This plant
has slight biennial blooming tend-
encies. The 'z-inch scarlet red
fruit should be effective in the fall.

‘Henning' Crab Apple (M.
‘Henning'), a crab apple being
propagated by Frank Schmidt
Nurseries (Boring, OR), at maturity
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has an upright oval habit, reaching
25 feet in height. The small white
flowers are somewhat average for
spring color but the bright scarlet
fruit (*%2-inch in diameter) is excit-
ing for the fall months.

‘Indian Magic’ Crab Apple (M.
‘Indian Magic'), a recently intro-
duced crab apple, has a broad oval
habit of growth, reaching 15 to 18
feet in height. The showy red blos-

Crab apples with extreme
resistance to fire blight
and apple scab are now
available.

soms are followed in the fall with
small glossy red fruit which hold
through November. Ultimately,
the fruit changes from red to scar-
let or orange-red while persisting
long after foliar drop.

‘Sugar Tyme' Crab Apple (M.
‘Sugar Tyme’'), my personal choice
for a new and upcoming crab
apple, was originally selected by
Milt Barron at Michigan State Uni-
versity and is being introduced by
the Lake County Nursery Ex-
change. This outstanding crab
apple has the same basic upright,
strong central leader habit of
growth that we have come to pre-
fer of ‘Snowdrift Crab Apple.’ It is
an annual bloomer with medium
size white blossoms. The brilliant
red fruit, which has been reported
to remain on the tree through mid-
winter, is an outstanding charac-
teristic. ‘Sugar Tyme, for its out-
standing fruit, habit of growth, and
disease resistance, must be a pre-
mier entry into the commercial
landscape. Personally, we have
had only one opportunity to view
the plant at M.S.U. and observed it
growing in the nursery in Ohio, but
everything we have observed
shows real promise.

When considering deciduous
shade trees, three should highlight
the list—'Champaign County’
American Ash, ‘Cleveland Select’
Callery Pear, and ‘June Bride’
Linden.

‘Champaign County’ American
Ash (Fraxinus americana ‘Cham-
paign County’) does not have out-
standing fall color. It holds its
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green leaves late in the summer
and if any color develops, it is a
dull bronze. The reasons to plant
‘Champaign County’ American
Ash are that it flourishes in moist
soils, grows rapidly (reaching 40-
50 feet in height), and exhibits a
strong, central leader. The dark
green lustrous leaves, which the
tree holds almost tenaciously,
make it particularly well suited as

a street or park tree.
‘Cleveland Select’ Callary Pear
(Pyrus calleryana ‘Cleveland

Select’) is a logical selection from
the original ‘Bradford’ Callery
type. It's an ideal street or commer-
cial landscape tree. The upright
branching results in a tree at matu-
rity with a somewhat upright oval
habit, reaching 30 to 35 feet in
height. Its summer foliage is a
glossy deep green with fall color
being maroon and very depend-
able.

‘lune Bride' Little Leaf Linden
(Tilia cordata ‘June Bride’) is a
selection that seems well suited as
an urban or street tree. Its dense
conical shape with annual profuse
flowering makes it outstanding.
The spicy yellow flowers that ap-
pear during mid to late June add
color and aroma to the summer
landscape. The leaves are smaller
than even ‘Greenspire’ Little Leaf
Linden while being a glossier
green. ‘June Bride’ is outstanding
as a tree that adapts well to urban
conditions.

Traditional conifers have played
an important role throughout the
Northeast and North Central
states. There are several relatively
new introductions that should gain
broader acceptance in the trade.
They include Pinus parviflora
brevifolia, P. strobus ‘Elf," and P. s.
‘White Mountain.'

Dwarf Japanese White Pine
(Pinus parviflora brevifolia) is an
outstanding addition for founda-
tion planting or intimate areas in
commercial landscapes. It has all
the desirable characteristics of Jap-
anese White Pine in the short
dense needles, the fine texture, fo-
liar colors that vary from lime to
blue-green, yet growing only 4 to 6
inches annually with an ultimate
height of 12 to 15 feet. At maturity
this plant becomes somewhat open
and quite picturesque. Its habit of

growth is analagous to Bristle-cone
Pine while being finer in texture.

‘Elf’ White Pine (P. strobus ‘Elf’)
is another introduction of Weston
Nurseries. This tree is slow grow-
ing and essentially a dwarf of the
Pinus strobus. Its ultimate height is
approximately 18 feet. It prefers
sunny locations and adapts well in
many landscapes, be it commercial
or individual landscapes. The
habit of ‘Elf’ White Pine is quite
horizontal, mimicking a mature
white pine, yet this mature habit
occurs when the pine is under 10
feet. It is an exciting addition with
all the inherent environmental tol-
erance of our white pine while
having a picturesque habit, making
it an effective size for any home
landscape.

‘White Mountain’ White Pine (P.
s. ‘White Mountain’), an introduc-
tion by Weston Nurseries, is a
selection that shows the extreme
range of color that one can expect
from white pine. Its silver-blue
foliage holds on year-round and is
somewhat fine in texture. The soft,
thin needles result in a fine yet
almost unbelievable texture (finer
than species P. strobus). Although
slightly slower growing than the
species White Pine, ‘White Moun-
tain’ thrives in full sun and prefers
well-drained to droughty, sandy
soils. It is an exciting addition to
the large areas or commercial
landscapes and can be used in
park situations.

The above-mentioned plants,

Slower growing dwarf pines
adapt well to commercial or
individual landscapes.

hopefully, give one an idea of the
rich variation which is now being
offered in many of our nurseries
from the east to west coast and in
between. If these plants are not
native to your area, they should be
put on your want list and experi-
mented with. I believe you would
quickly find them to be adaptable
throughout the Northeast and
North Central area. Further, they
exhibit desirable characteristics,
e.g. lower maintenance, environ-
mental tolerance, and disease
resistance. WTT



