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Sod Convention Brings Industry Together 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s of sod equipment , 
seed distributors, turfgrass r e s e a r c h -
ers, and sod growers from through-
out Canada and the U.S . exchanged 
i d e a s at the A m e r i c a n S o d Pro-
ducers Associat ion s u m m e r conven-
tion and field days in Edmonton, 
Alber ta . 

U n d e r three days of July sunny 
skies, c lose to 600 ASPA m e m b e r s , 
famil ies , and representa t ives of the 
turfgrass industry together e n j o y e d 
s e r i o u s d i s c u s s i o n and W e s t e r n 
Canadian style enter ta inment . 

W h e n most arr ived on Sunday, Ed-
monton was in full swing of its 
ce lebra t ion of Klondike Days which 
relive an era past when settlers first 
began flooding the area for the rush 
of gold. Townspeople dressed in 
colorful garb of those days strutted 
t h r o u g h t h e d o w n t o w n s t r e e t s 
b locked to traff ic . 

Business began on M o n d a y with a 
panel discussion in the host Four 
Seasons Hotel on "survival during an 
economic r e c e s s i o n . " Ray Johnson of 
Shamrock Turf Nurser ies moder-
ated the panel of speakers chosen 
from various geographic regions. 
Although all the speakers agreed 
that nothing is certa in with the econ-
omy and that if they knew the an-
swers they'd be mil l ionaires , they 
said housing pro ject ions range to 23 
mill ion in the 80's, a good indicator 
of what the sod business will be . 

Equipment innovations introduced at the 
Sod Producers summer show enthralled the 
crowd. The barn (background) housed in-
door exhibits and a few mosquitos. 

Big Lake Sod Farm, Ltd. hosted the 
irrigation demonstrat ions M o n d a y 
a f t e r n o o n and on T u e s d a y Don 
S t u m b o r g , c o n v e n t i o n c h a i r m a n , 
hosted the f ield demonstrat ions and 
exhibi ts on his 2,900-acre Gem Sod 
Farms. O b s e r v e r s could not come 
close enough to the n e w e q u i p m e n t 
and innovations revea led . 

R o s e m a n M o w e r Corp. , N u n e s 
Mfg., and Brouwer Turf Equipment 
demonstrated their latest mowers ; 
Nunes Tur f V a c Corp., and B r o u w e r 
picked up the cl ippings with their 
sweepers ; De lmarva Text i l e Co. and 
Conwed Corp. exhib i ted netting; 

Spyder Mfg. Co., Princeton Mfg. Co., 
and Brouwer showed how their fork-
l i f t s h a n d l e sod p a l l e t s , w h i c h 
b e c a m e f i l led from the work of har-
vesters made by Brouwer, Nunes , 
and Pr inceton. Ryan/OMC Lincoln 
d e m o n s t r a t e d its sod c u t t e r and 
Ferguson Fabr ica t ion ran a test of its 
sod extruder . 

T h e m a n u f a c t u r e r s , c o n s t a n t l y 
improving their equipment for the 
sod industry, showed e f f i c iency in 
all a r e a s — fuel , labor, and t ime. 
O b s e r v e r s said that some of these 
improvements would revolutionize 
the industry. 

An optimistic attitude o v e r c a m e the 
scorching tempera tures and fears of 
inflation at the A m e r i c a n Associa-
tion of Nurserymen ' s 105th Annual 
Convention and T r a d e Show held in 
Kansas City, M O , July 12-16. 

With Kansas City and other parts 
of the country facing tempera tures of 
105° to 110°, over 1,300 nursery men 
and women attended the convention 
activit ies. T h e act ivit ies inc luded 77 
exhibi ts represented by 63 f irms; a 
tour to the Rosehi l l Garden Growing 
Field, which held a demonstrat ion of 
nursery equipment for wholesa le 
growers; a landscape/garden c e n t e r 
tour covering successful garden cen-
ters in the city's suburbs ; and a n e w 
program designed for juniors and 
teens to make this year ' s convent ion 
a family af fa ir . 

Fighting inflation and developing 
employee incent ives w e r e two of the 
p r i m a r y t h e m e s e x p l o r e d in the 
general sessions. 

Dr. Jerry Robertson of Ohio State 
Univers i ty said that the market in-
c r e a s e in the landscape industry, 
which was 12.6 percent per year 
s ince 1967, has only b e e n 4.2 percent 
with inflat ion. Robertson said the 
p r o d u c t i o n o f n u r s e r y c r o p s , 

landscape products, and serv ices to 
the trade must increase at least at the 
rate of inf lat ion. 

O n e of the greatest e f fec ts on 
productivity is labor, according to 
S idney Meadows , F lowerwood Nur-
sery, AL. He said: " B e c a u s e of the 
esca lat ion in wages, there is a need 
in an escalat ion of output or we' l l 
pr ice ourse lves out of the market . 
T h e labor costs are 25 to 35 percent 
of the sa les dollar out of nursery 
s tock. " 

Another important factor af fect ing 
labor re lat ions is the p e r f o r m a n c e 
s t a n d a r d s , sa id Bi l l S t u d e b a k e r , 
S t u d e b a k e r Nursery, OH. " P e r f o r -
m a n c e s tandards improve e m p l o y e e 
morale and i n c r e a s e output. T h e y 
also al low you to set p iecework rates, 
if necessary , for even the various or 
less glamorous tasks . " 

John F l e m e r , Pr inceton Nurser ies , 
Pr inceton, NJ, has c o m b i n e d years of 
s t u d y a n d e x p e r i e n c e on t h e 
problem. He said " c o m p e n s a t i o n , 
communicat ion , and c o n c e r n " are 
the t h r e e m a i n a s p e c t s in t h e 
management of workers , which is 
also an e f fec t ive m e a n s to head-of f 
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NURSERY 

Nurserymen's show faces heat and inflation 



unionization. 
Rich Brolick, Zelenka Evergreen 

Nursery, Inc., Grand Haven, MI, 
spoke about problems with migrant 
labor. His company has spent over a 
million dollars in migrant facilities. 
"The key to the whole migrant 
program is the housing," said 
Brolick. 

In addition to the sessions, John B. 
Wight, Jr., president and chairman of 
the board of Wight Nurseries, Inc., 
Cairo, GA, was elected president of 
AAN, replacing Hugh Steavenson, 
president of Forrest Keeling Nur-
sery, Elsberry, MO. 

The AAN inducted John J. Pinnery, 
Ottawa, KS, into the Nurserymen's 
Hall of Fame. It also presented two 
national awards to Harold Davidson, 
professor of horticulture at Michigan 
State University, for his nursery 
research contributions and effective 
teaching in horticulture. 

To commemorate the convention, 
the AAN held a tree planting 
ceremony at the Nelson Gallery of 
Art and Atkins Museum in Kansas 
City. 

LAWN CARE 

New officers elected 
for Lawn Institute 
Norman Rothwell of N.M. Rothwell 
Seeds, Ontario, Canada, has been re-
cently elected president of the Lawn 
Institute, and 18 new members have 
been e l e c t e d to the Board of 
Trustees. 

Other members serving with 
Rothwell will be Robert Peterson of 
E.F. Burlingham & Sons as vice presi-
dent, and Robert Russell of J & L 
Adikes, Inc. as secretary-treasurer. 

The Lawn Institute, sponsored by 
lawnseed breeders and growers, is a 
nationally recognized source of in-
formation concerning lawngrasses. 

PROMOTIONS 

Toro promotes Adams 
to new position 
The Toro Company recently promoted 

James W. Adams to the new position of 
senior vice president, International 
Operations, joining Toro's six-member 
executive management committee. 

Since starting with the company in 
1974, Adams has been a group vice 
president of Toro 's i rr igat ion 
operations. 

COMPANY 

International Harvester 
changes co. name 
International Harvester, Payline 
Group, has altered its name to Con-
struction Equipment Group. 

The new name is expected to 
improve worldwide recognition of 
the International Harvester Co. 
products for which this group has 
manufac tur ing and marketing 
responsibilities. 

A remarkable innovation 
in FORK LIFTS 

P O R T A B I L I T Y : Can load itself on rear of truck or trailer bed or attach 
to custom designed trailer for towing behind car or pick up truck. 
W E I G H T : Approximately 2700 pounds. 

C A P A C I T Y : Carry over 3,500 lbs. Comparable to 12,000 lb. Fork lift. 
P E R F O R M A N C E : Can outperform, outmaneuver, and out maintain 
any other fork lift. 

O P E R A T I O N : Operates in rough terrain 
and muddy conditions. 

S T R E N G T H : Exceptional strength comes 
f rom total hydraulic system and ability to 
balance load. 

Economically Priced 
Low Maintenance 

- . . . v e r s a t i l e , 
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