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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 

By Roger Funk, Ph.D., Davey Tree Expert Co., Kent, Ohio 

Q: What would you recommend as a good general 
herbicide for floating and submerged weeds in a 
pond? 

A: Diquat and Aquathol are both recommended. I 
have not tried Aquathol, but have had good results 
with Diquat. 

A: What turfgrass would you recommend for a low 
maintenance area where irrigation cannot be pro-
vided during drought periods? 
A: Fine fescues are usually preferred in your area 
(northeast) although tall fescue also has good 
drought tolerance and will tolerate heat better than 
any of the other cool-season turfgrasses. 

Q: What effect will Prime-a-Pell, a washing solu-
tion for buildings, have on plants? We maintain the 
plants around a building which is scheduled to be 
cleaned this summer. 

A: I called Chemprobe Corp., manufacturers of the 
product, and was told that the petroleum-based sol-
vents would have the same effect as gasoline. Their 
label states to protect plants and painted surfaces. 

Q: How deep must a fill be before it will injure 
trees? 
A: I would not attempt to even guess at a safe fill 
depth because of the number of variables that are 
involved in determining injury. Not only is the type 
and depth of soil important, but also the species, 
age, and condition of the trees. 

Tree roots develop at certain depths in the soil 
because the oxygen level and other soil factors will 
support growth. If fill alters the soil environment, 
anaerobic conditions may result in root injury or 
death. Clay soils have the greatest potential for 
injury and reportedly have resulted in the death of 
sensitive trees at a fill depth of one inch. 

Q: Which ground covers are recommended for 
areas too shady to grow turfgrass in the North-
eastern area? 

A: English ivy (Hedera helix), periwinkle (Vinca 
minor), wintercreeper (Euonymus fortunei), and 
Japanese spurge (Pachysandra terminalis) are rec-
ommended for shady areas. 

Continues on page 64 

HYDROSEEDING AND MULCHING EQUIPMENT 
FINN LEADS THE INDUSTRY FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

• Finn is the world's largest manufacturer of hydroseeding and 
mulch spreading equipment with over 30 years of experience. 

• Turf establishment can be done for a fraction of the cost of 
other methods. 

• Our 800, 1500, 2500 and 3000 gallon HydroSeeders are 
designed to seed most any size project economically. 

• Two models of Mulch Spreaders that can spread hay and 
straw mulch from 4 to 15 tons per hour. 

Contact FINN — Let us show you how to increase production, 
reduce labor and build profits. Call or Write Today! 

EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
2525 DUCK CREEK RD. • CINCINNATI, OHIO 45206 
TOLL FREE 800 543 7166 • OHIO COLLECT 513-871 252» 



with Banvel 4S 
& Banvel+2,4D 

HERBICIDES 

The broadleaf weed 'specialists' 
designed for professional turf programs. 
Here's why BANVEL^ herbicides are the 
professionals' choice for weed control: 
• Used as directed Banvel will not harm trees, 

ornamentals or turf—it just eliminates weeds. 
• No season restrictions. Lay down Banvel from 

early spring to late fall—all through the 
growing season. 

• Rain will not affect Banvel. It keeps on 
working because it translocates—penetrates 
leaves and is absorbed through roots to 
attack every part of the weed. 

» No special spraying equipment necessary. It 
is easy to clean out of equipment after use. 

• Mixes readily with hard or soft water. 
• Easily stored through winter months without 

losing potency. 
Banvel herbicides—products 
for professional turf men 
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Vegetation Management 
from page 61 

Q: What material can be used as a mosquito 
repellant on humans? 

A: Commercial preparations containing diethyl-m-
toluamide, diethyl phthalate, or diethyl carbate are 
the most effective. Outer garments can be treated 
with a preparation of one ounce benzyl benzoate 
(from drug store) to three pints water. Saturate all 
parts of the clothing, wring lightly, and dry 
thoroughly before wearing. 

Q: What is the best way my men can tell nimble-
will from bentgrass in clients' lawns? 
A: Both nimblewill and the bentgrasses have a 
membraneous ligule. However, the ligule for nim-
blewill is short and jagged. Also, nimblewill has 
long hairs at the edges of the collar. 

VJ 
Colonial 
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Q: I have noticed that Bordeaux is gradually being 
replaced by other fungicides in most disease rec-
ommendations. What does Bordeaux contain and is 
it losing its effectiveness? 
A: Bordeaux mixture is a mixture of copper sulfate 
and hydrated lime in water. The ratio is one pound 
copper sulfate, three pounds spray lime, 50 gallons 
water. 

Bordeaux is available as a dry wettable powder 
and is more effective against many diseases but is 
being replaced with safer materials because of 
problems with plant injury and compatability with 
other pesticides. 

Q: What pre-emergent chemical can I use to control 
weeds in a bed that contains English ivy, pachysan-
dra and myrtle? 
A: The three ground covers you listed are tolerant 
to Betasan, Eptam and Ronstar. 

Betasan is effective on annual grasses, especially 
crabgrass. Eptam will suppress nutsedge, quack-
grass and certain broadleaf weeds, although it will 
not give as long-lasting control as many other herbi-
cides. Ronstar will control many annual grasses 
and broadleaf weeds. 

Read the labels for more specific information, in-
cluding application instructions. 

Send your question or comments to: Vegetation 
Management c/o WEEDS TREES & TURF, 9800 
Detroit Ave., Cleveland, OH 44102. Leave at least 
two months for Roger Funk's repsonse in this 
column. 


