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Reseeding Mount St. Helens no routine project 
A r a v a g e d l a n d s c a p e a n d t h e 
l o g i s t i c a l p r o b l e m s of w o r k i n g 
around it plus a still very volati le 
Mount St. Helens makes reseeding 
this a rea a formidable task. 

For Wolfkil l Feed & Fert i l izer Co. 
of Monroe , WA, the chal lenge lies to 
reseed 20,000 acres of ash-covered 
land be tween Sept . 4 and 30. 

T h e $ 3 m i l l i o n p r o j e c t i s 
v u l n e r a b l e f o r a c o u p l e m a j o r 
reasons : ear ly rains in this area , that 
average 140 inches a year, could 
destroy germinating turf; and a new 
eruption of the mountain ampl i f ies 
the danger for any plant and human 
life in the area . 

" T h e r e is no precedent set for a 
pro ject like this , " says G e n e Stokes, 
contract special ist for the Soil Con-
s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e . T h e f e d e r a l 
agency is responsible for specifying 
the mater ia ls and deciding the con-
tractors for the job, which it has 
a l ready done. " T h e things we are do-
ing are not proven to w o r k . " 

Groups have cri t ic ized the pro-
gram as being a waste of dollars — 
both the federa l 90 percent and 10 
percent b a l a n c e from the state or 
local governments or private land 
owners . Yet none of those paying the 
10 percent portion have refused. 

It's worth the money to the towns 
of Longview, Kelso, and Castle Rock, 
WA, parts of which have a l ready 
been hit by a mudflow which ran 35 
to 40 feet high and two miles wide at 
30 miles per hour. It's also va luable 
land to t imber companies such as 
W e y e r h a u s e r a n d B u r l i n g t o n -
Northern, and those who depend on 
the Toutle , Cowlitz, and ult imately 
Columbia River for fishing and ship-
ping. T h e U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers now has dredges working to 
reestabl ish the flow of the s t reams 
which are landlocked and exposed to 
r a i n s that may p r o d u c e gushing 
floods. 

T h e Soil Conservat ion S e r v i c e ac-
cepted bids per acre from Wolfkil l , 
J a c k l i n S e e d Co. , and C o m i n c o -

Amer ican . Bids w e r e granted in two 
parts, distinguishing Forest S e r v i c e 
land from the Department of Natural 
Resources . B e c a u s e of logistics—the 
Forest Serv ice land is the highest 
e levat ion—type of seed, and f ire re-
quirements , this land costs more per 
acre . This area of 8,000 acres will 
cost $600,000; the remaining 12,000 
acres of DNR land will cost $980,000. 
If all goes smoothly, ex t raneous costs 
m a y s t a y b e l o w t h e $3 m i l l i o n 
est imate . 

" T h e weather ' s the m a j o r prob-
l e m , " says Jim Price , vice president 
of marketing for Wolfkil l . " I f storms 
roll in, we can't fly and the seed 
won't germinate b e f o r e Sept . 30. If 
by next summer we have three living 
plants per square foot we would con-
sider it a s u c c e s s . " 

All seeding and ferti l izing is being 
done by hel icopter . Wolfki l l will 
have to truck the mater ia ls 80 miles 
from its plant to load for aer ia l ap-
plication. 

T h e Forest S e r v i c e has spec i f ied a 
mix of the following seed for its 
lands: perennia l ryegrass, 10 pounds 
p e r a c r e ; a n n u a l r y e g r a s s , 15 
p o u n d s ; s u b t e r r a n e a n c l o v e r , 4 
pounds; and hairy vetch, 4 pounds 
for a total of 33 pounds per acre . 

T h e DNR has spec i f ied the mix for 
i ts l a n d a s : p e r e n n i a l r y e g r a s s 
(pasture types), 5 pounds; annual 
ryegrass, 15 pounds; creeping red 
f e s c u e , 10 p o u n d s ; t i m o t h y , 2 

pounds; white clover, 2 pounds; and 
birdsfoot treefoil , 2 pounds for a 
total of 36 pounds per acre . Normarc , 
Inc. of Tangent , OR, is supplying the 
seed, approximate ly 700,000 pounds 
for the total project . 

Fer t i l izer requirements per acre , 
the s a m e for both areas , consist of 
the fol lowing: avai lable nitrogen, 30 
pounds; avai lable phosphoric acid, 
60 p o u n d s ; a v a i l a b l e potash , 60 
pounds; and total sulfur, 20 pounds 
per acre . 

By spring, with the hope that the 
fall seeding holds, more reseeding, 
revegetat ion, and reforestat ion will 
occur. If the fall seeding fails, Mount 
St. He lens will be suscept ib le to 
s e v e r e slope erosion and the sur-
rounding area could be wear ing its 
ash and mud. 

Dredging the Toutle River occurs while 
20,000 acres of the surrounding countryside 
is being reseeded. 

CONVENTION 

ISA conference draws 
many skilled educators 
Forty-two experts in varied f ie lds of 
a r b o r i c u l t u r e — c o m m e r c i a l , 
municipal , and uti l i ty—spoke to 700 
people attending the Internat ional 
Soc ie ty of Arbor icul ture ' s 56th an-
nual c o n f e r e n c e in Hartford, CT. 

Topics of the f ive-day program, 

held at the Shera ton Hotel Aug. 10-
15, covered mixed plantings, insect 
problems, systemic in ject ions , l ine 
c learing, and an array of spec ia l ized 
sub jec t s for the arborist . 

This c o n f e r e n c e marked the first 
in which the ISA has set aside one 
full day for commerc ia l exhibits . At-
tendants thus had more time than 
br ie f c o f f e e breaks to view displays 
of 36 exhibi tors . 

At the f inal day's luncheon, Presi-


