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Reseeding Mount St. Helens no routine project 
A r a v a g e d l a n d s c a p e a n d t h e 
l o g i s t i c a l p r o b l e m s of w o r k i n g 
around it plus a still very volati le 
Mount St. Helens makes reseeding 
this a rea a formidable task. 

For Wolfkil l Feed & Fert i l izer Co. 
of Monroe , WA, the chal lenge lies to 
reseed 20,000 acres of ash-covered 
land be tween Sept . 4 and 30. 

T h e $ 3 m i l l i o n p r o j e c t i s 
v u l n e r a b l e f o r a c o u p l e m a j o r 
reasons : ear ly rains in this area , that 
average 140 inches a year, could 
destroy germinating turf; and a new 
eruption of the mountain ampl i f ies 
the danger for any plant and human 
life in the area . 

" T h e r e is no precedent set for a 
pro ject like this , " says G e n e Stokes, 
contract special ist for the Soil Con-
s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e . T h e f e d e r a l 
agency is responsible for specifying 
the mater ia ls and deciding the con-
tractors for the job, which it has 
a l ready done. " T h e things we are do-
ing are not proven to w o r k . " 

Groups have cri t ic ized the pro-
gram as being a waste of dollars — 
both the federa l 90 percent and 10 
percent b a l a n c e from the state or 
local governments or private land 
owners . Yet none of those paying the 
10 percent portion have refused. 

It's worth the money to the towns 
of Longview, Kelso, and Castle Rock, 
WA, parts of which have a l ready 
been hit by a mudflow which ran 35 
to 40 feet high and two miles wide at 
30 miles per hour. It's also va luable 
land to t imber companies such as 
W e y e r h a u s e r a n d B u r l i n g t o n -
Northern, and those who depend on 
the Toutle , Cowlitz, and ult imately 
Columbia River for fishing and ship-
ping. T h e U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers now has dredges working to 
reestabl ish the flow of the s t reams 
which are landlocked and exposed to 
r a i n s that may p r o d u c e gushing 
floods. 

T h e Soil Conservat ion S e r v i c e ac-
cepted bids per acre from Wolfkil l , 
J a c k l i n S e e d Co. , and C o m i n c o -

Amer ican . Bids w e r e granted in two 
parts, distinguishing Forest S e r v i c e 
land from the Department of Natural 
Resources . B e c a u s e of logistics—the 
Forest Serv ice land is the highest 
e levat ion—type of seed, and f ire re-
quirements , this land costs more per 
acre . This area of 8,000 acres will 
cost $600,000; the remaining 12,000 
acres of DNR land will cost $980,000. 
If all goes smoothly, ex t raneous costs 
m a y s t a y b e l o w t h e $3 m i l l i o n 
est imate . 

" T h e weather ' s the m a j o r prob-
l e m , " says Jim Price , vice president 
of marketing for Wolfkil l . " I f storms 
roll in, we can't fly and the seed 
won't germinate b e f o r e Sept . 30. If 
by next summer we have three living 
plants per square foot we would con-
sider it a s u c c e s s . " 

All seeding and ferti l izing is being 
done by hel icopter . Wolfki l l will 
have to truck the mater ia ls 80 miles 
from its plant to load for aer ia l ap-
plication. 

T h e Forest S e r v i c e has spec i f ied a 
mix of the following seed for its 
lands: perennia l ryegrass, 10 pounds 
p e r a c r e ; a n n u a l r y e g r a s s , 15 
p o u n d s ; s u b t e r r a n e a n c l o v e r , 4 
pounds; and hairy vetch, 4 pounds 
for a total of 33 pounds per acre . 

T h e DNR has spec i f ied the mix for 
i ts l a n d a s : p e r e n n i a l r y e g r a s s 
(pasture types), 5 pounds; annual 
ryegrass, 15 pounds; creeping red 
f e s c u e , 10 p o u n d s ; t i m o t h y , 2 

pounds; white clover, 2 pounds; and 
birdsfoot treefoil , 2 pounds for a 
total of 36 pounds per acre . Normarc , 
Inc. of Tangent , OR, is supplying the 
seed, approximate ly 700,000 pounds 
for the total project . 

Fer t i l izer requirements per acre , 
the s a m e for both areas , consist of 
the fol lowing: avai lable nitrogen, 30 
pounds; avai lable phosphoric acid, 
60 p o u n d s ; a v a i l a b l e potash , 60 
pounds; and total sulfur, 20 pounds 
per acre . 

By spring, with the hope that the 
fall seeding holds, more reseeding, 
revegetat ion, and reforestat ion will 
occur. If the fall seeding fails, Mount 
St. He lens will be suscept ib le to 
s e v e r e slope erosion and the sur-
rounding area could be wear ing its 
ash and mud. 

Dredging the Toutle River occurs while 
20,000 acres of the surrounding countryside 
is being reseeded. 

CONVENTION 

ISA conference draws 
many skilled educators 
Forty-two experts in varied f ie lds of 
a r b o r i c u l t u r e — c o m m e r c i a l , 
municipal , and uti l i ty—spoke to 700 
people attending the Internat ional 
Soc ie ty of Arbor icul ture ' s 56th an-
nual c o n f e r e n c e in Hartford, CT. 

Topics of the f ive-day program, 

held at the Shera ton Hotel Aug. 10-
15, covered mixed plantings, insect 
problems, systemic in ject ions , l ine 
c learing, and an array of spec ia l ized 
sub jec t s for the arborist . 

This c o n f e r e n c e marked the first 
in which the ISA has set aside one 
full day for commerc ia l exhibits . At-
tendants thus had more time than 
br ie f c o f f e e breaks to view displays 
of 36 exhibi tors . 

At the f inal day's luncheon, Presi-



dent Gordon King and Past President 
Yvon Fournier discussed the need 
for a commercial arborist association 
of ISA. A planning committee of five 
ISA members was appointed to study 
and evaluate the needs for it. A stu-
d e n t f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y of 
Massachusetts will run a survey of 
the membership, and the planning 
committee will submit its findings at 
next year's meeting in Michigan. 

Executive Director Cal Bundy says 
the movement has strong support. 
Sixty percent or approximately 4,000 
members of ISA are involved in com-
mercial arboriculture. 

INDUSTRY 

Court upholds CPSC 
power mower standard 
The safety standard for walk-behind 
power mowers issued by the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission 
( C P S C ) h a s s u r v i v e d i n d u s t r y 
challenges and been upheld by the 
Fifth Circuit Court. Barring further 
delays, mowers with all the required 
safety features will be on the market 
in 1982. 

The CPSC standard requires the 
f o l l o w i n g s a f e t y f e a t u r e s f o r 
mowers: protective shields at the 
rear of the mower to keep the 
operator's feet clear of the blade; 
shields that will automatically close 
or prevent the blade from spinning 
when a grass-catcher or other ac-
cessory is removed; and a "deadman 
control" that must be held down to 
allow the blade to turn and that will, 
when released, stop the blade within 
t h r e e s e c o n d s , a c c o r d i n g to 
Consumer Reports. 

The standard also requires the 
protective shields to pass two tests: 
one for strength, another to insure 
that the shields won't interfere with 
a mower's convenient operation, so 
consumers won't consider them a 
nuisance and remove them. As a 
final precaution, both rotary and 
reel-type mowers must carry a warn-
ing label. The safety devices and 
tests will add about $35, on average, 
to the price of a mower, according to 
CPSC estimates. 

CPSC claims that blade contact ac-
counts for about two-thirds of the in-
juries, or 77,000 persons a year, that 
sustain bruises, cuts, or the loss of at 
least one finger or toe. The agency 
says that mowers could be designed 
to eliminate or reduce the severity of 
more than three-fourths of all blade 
contact injuries. 

The Outdoor Power Equipment In-
Continues on page 68 

Farm labor bill introduced to House 
Rep. Leon Panetta, D-CA, has introduced Farm Labor Contractor 
Registration Bill HR 7824 to the House of Representatives which will 
effectively exempt nurserymen from amendments to the FLCR Act. 
This bill is identical to the amendments recently passed by the 
Senate's 57 to 37 vote. 

Panetta said, "The passage of this bill would not only restore the 
basic intent of the law but would ensure that the Department of 
Labor directs its limited resources to the important and difficult job 
of protecting farmers and farm workers from the abuses of un-
scrupulous crew leaders who generally move with the harvest and 
serve as independent labor suppliers to more than one operation at 
a t ime." 

The American Association of Nurserymen (AAN) and American 
Sod Producers Association (ASPA) are urging their members to 
write their representatives asking for the bill's support. 

ASPA members are also being asked to send any copies of their 
replies to ASPA Washington representative Tom Hammer, % Nelson 
& Harding, 1101 Connecticut Ave. N.W., Suite 800, Washington, D.C. 
20036. 

Assistant ag secretary Cutler resigns 
Rupert Cutler has resigned his assistant agricultural secretary posi-
tion to accept a position with the National Audubon Society, which 
specializes in research and lobbying on wildlife, wilderness, public 
lands, endangered species, and water resource management. 
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Architects' exhibit will attract suppliers 
Landscape industry suppliers are expected to exhibit their products 
and services to hundreds of landscape architects at the 1980 
American Society of Landscape Architects' Educational Exhibit 
Nov. 22-24. 

Held in conjunction with the 1980 ASLA annual meeting at the 
Fairmont Hotel in Denver, the industry show will attract landscape 
architects to learn 1980 state-of-the-art information for their design 
profession. 

ALCA directory contains over 800 listings 
The Associated Landscape Contractors of America has published 
the 1980/1981 Who's Who in Landscape Contracting with listings for 
commercial landscape contractors throughout the United States. 

The new listing is available on request to landscape architects, 
general contractors, and other qualified buyers and specifiers of 
landscape work. Cost is $3. Write on letterhead to: ALCA, 1750 Old 
Meadow Road. McLean. VA 22102. 
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stitute (OPEI) asked that the new 
standard be based on an existing in-
dustry voluntary standard, but the 
CPSC denied the request . A pr imary 
part of OPEI ' s argument was that the 
CPSC standard is a design, rather 
than per formance , requi rement . 

T h e court did strike down one pro-
vision against which OPEI argued — 
the requi rement for probing the dis-
charge chute. T h e provision was 

backed up by only one in jury in-
cident in CPSC fi les. 

GROUNDS 

Grounds Mgmt. Society 
to meet in Kansas City 
T h e Profess ional Grounds Manage-
ment Soc ie ty is holding its annual 
c o n f e r e n c e and trade show at the 

Hilton Plaza Inn, Kansas City, MO, 
on Nov. 3-4. 

T h e Exhibit Hall will house the 
trade show and lounge area used for 
both cof fee breaks and lunch. This 
will al low for full presentat ion of 
products to the grounds management 
industry. All lunches and cof fee 
b r e a k s will be held on the show 
floor. 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t 
A l l a n S h u l d e r , P G M S , 7 C h u r c h 
L a n e , P i k e s v i l l e , M D 2 1 2 0 8 , 
3 0 1 / 6 5 3 - 2 7 4 2 . 

AQUATICS 

Aquatic plant meeting 
updates weed controls 
Talks on the white amur and hybrid 
grass carp, new c h e m i c a l registra-
tions for aquat ic use, and mechani -
cal t reatments highlighted the an-
nual meet ing of the Aquat ic Plant 
M a n a g e m e n t Society in Sarasota , FL. 

T w o hundred and thirty attended 
the July show which contained much 
discussion on biological factors for 
weed control , such as the white 
amur, s a m e o d e s moth, and a com-
bination of insects and pathogens 
used to combat water hyacinth. 

An update on Flor ida 's use of the 
hybrid white amur was given and 
Donna M a c K e n z i e from Ontario, 
Canada, spoke about the integrated 
approach used in her area . Dr. Eldon 
B l a n c h e r presented a paper on the 
use of mathemat ica l modeling for 
aquat ic management . Dr. M.J . Allen 
from England spoke on cell mem-
brane work as it re la tes to chemica l 
control. 

Nelson Virden was e lec ted presi-
dent of the society for the coming 
year. He is o w n e r of Virden W e e d 
Contro l S e r v i c e in J a c k s o n , M S . 
Other o f f i cers e lec ted w e r e : Roy 
C l a r k , p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t ; E m o r y 
M c K e i t h e n , vice president ; Wil l iam 
Rushing, t reasurer ; Wil l iam Haller , 
editor; and T .W. Mil ler , secretary . 

PLANTS 

Tissue culture is topic 
for October symposium 
A s y m p o s i u m , " P r o p a g a t i o n of 
H i g h e r P l a n t s t h r o u g h T i s s u e 
C u l t u r e " , has been scheduled for the 
Univers i ty of T e n n e s s e e , Knoxvil le , 
for O c t o b e r 12-15. 

For more information, contact Dr. 
K a r e n H u g h e s , D e p a r t m e n t of 
Botany, Univers i ty of T e n n e s s e e , 
Knoxvi l le , TN 37916 (615/974-2256). 

"Tell me more about FLAIL SAFE mowing." 
NAME 

CITY STATE ZIP 
^ PHONE 

MOTT CORPORATION 
i:/l.l. ll i l.'llliy 514 Shawmut. La Grange. Illinois 60525. (312) 354-7220 

Flail type mowers have a reputation for being safer 
than rotary type mowers Mott Mowers.. . with their 
l ightweight knives... are the safest of the flails. 

More VERSATILE in mowing performance. Mott 
Mowers cut everything from fine lawns to high weeds. 

More reliable, with long l ifedurabil i ty. Mott Mowers 
offer COST EFFECTIVE PERFORMANCE. 

Write or call for information about YOUR MOWING 
REQUIREMENTS. Mow flail safe... with Mott Mowers. 


