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U.S. Dept. of Labor prosecutes 
sod grower for hiring practices 
T h e Department of Labor recent ly cited and 
assessed a penalty of $8,000 to W a r r e n ' s Turf Nurs-
ery Inc. for the way it obtains workmen for its nur-
ser ies . 

T h e action centers on W a r r e n ' s Sul l ivan, Wiscon-
sin nursery, one of the f irm's largest with more 
than 1,000 acres . T h e nursery annual ly hires 25 to 
30 i t inerate workmen from M e x i c o for the growing 
season. 

T h e Department of Labor fi led a complaint 
against Robert Mi lam, Warren manager at Sul-
livan, and assessed him with a penalty of $7,000 for 
not registering as a labor broker . A citation was 
also issued against the Warren Corp. with an 
assessment of $1,000 for hiring an unregistered 
labor broker, who is the f i rm's own manager , also 
Mi lam. 

" T h e immigration people have made things very 
difficult for us , " said Ben Warren , president of the 
company. " T h e y have entered our bunkhouses , 
without warrants , at 3 or 4 am. T h e y have driven 
over newly irrigated sod fields, doing ser ious 
damage, in their zeal to arrest " w e t b a c k s . " T h e y 
have demanded proof of ci t izenship from native 
horn Amer icans , a pract ice which I understand is 
i l lega l . " 

W a r r e n was also crit ical of trade associat ions 
whom he says have done nothing to help. " S o far 
n e i t h e r the Sod G r o w e r s A s s o c i a t i o n or the 
Amer ican Association of Nurserymen have done 
anything except feel sorry for us. T h e y act like they 
think 'Warren is guilty of breaking the law so we 
can't help them. ' W e have broken no l a w s . " 

Wil l iam Harding, legal counsel for the A m e r i c a n 
Sod Producers Association, said, " T h e decis ion 
made by ASPA was that the resolution of the prob-
lem would come about quicker through legislation 
than through litigation. Our pr imary thrust is to get 
the legislation c h a n g e d . " He said the litigation 
would take a long time. 

Lofts Seed and Southern Turf 
establish Sunbelt Seeds, Inc. 
Lofts Pedigreed S e e d , Inc., NJ, and Southern Turf 
Nurser ies , Tif ton, GA, have formed a new com-
pany based in Tucker , GA, cal led Sunbel t Seeds , 
Inc. 

Peter Loft, cha i rman of Lofts, and Char les Nash, 
president of Southern Turf , said the company ini-
tially will spec ia l ize in marketing programs to the 
southern recreat ional turf market , part icular ly golf 
courses during the overseeding season. Sunbel t 
S e e d s will also provide supplementa l seed treat-
ment for disease control as well as a blending ser-
vice for those requir ing special b lends of seeds to 
fulfil l their seeding needs . 

There just isn't 
another 

sod cutter 
built like Ryan's. 

This is the Ryan® Jr. 
Sod Cutter. The latest 
in a line that started 24 
years ago. Naturally, 
we've made quite a few 
improvements since 
then, but today's Jr. Sod 
Cutter delivers the 
same, everyday 
dependability and 
reliable performance 
that made our first 
model so popular. 
Here's why. 

(1) It has simple, 
one-man operation; 
(2) Hand lever 

heavy-duty gear box is 
built to last year after 
year; (6) Self-propelled 
action lets you cut up 
to 135 feet of sod 
per minute. 

With operating costs 
getting higher all the 
time, you need to get 
the most out of every 
hour's wage you pay. 
That takes a depend-
able crew, using depend-
able equipment. 
Like the 

controls set the cutting depth up to 2V2"; (3) A rugged 7-hp engine delivers plenty of power; (4) You can choose 12" or 18" width models; (5) Its 

Ryan Jr. Sod 
Cutter. 

Ask your Ryan dealer 
for a demonstration, 
and see for yourself 
how we build a sod 
cutter. 8 o c u r 5 
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