
EPA asks producers for more data on 2,4-D 
T h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y w a n t s m a n u f a c t u r e r s of 2 ,4-D 
to submit addi t ional e v i d e n c e that the h e r b i c i d e is not a heal th 
h a z a r d . 

T h e a g e n c y has not c l a i m e d 2,4-D is unsafe , but fee ls that s tudies 
d o n e on its potential to c a u s e c a n c e r a r e i n c o n c l u s i v e and o t h e r 
s tudies a r e out -of -date , a s p o k e s m a n said. 

S i n c e about 70 million p o u n d s of the h e r b i c i d e a r e used on lawns , 
forests , r ight-of-ways , di tch banks, a q u a t i c and o t h e r turf a r e a s , the 
a g e n c y said it w a n t e d to b e posit ive of its sa fe ty . It h a s r e c e n t l y 
r e c e i v e d r e p o r t s from c o m m u n i t i e s a r o u n d the c o u n t r y w h o f e a r the 
h e r b i c i d e h a s possibly c a u s e d m i s c a r r i a g e s in p r e g n a n t w o m e n . 

B a r b a r a Blum, d e p u t y a d m i n i s t r a t o r of the E P A , said that if the 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s fail to notify E P A within 90 d a y s that they will pro-
vide the n e c e s s a r y i n f o r m a t i o n , E P A will use a s tr ingent n e w pro-
vision of the pes t i c ide law, w h i c h a l lows the a g e n c y to stop all uses 
of the pes t i c ide . 

If the m a n u f a c t u r e r s c o m p l y , Blum said, E P A will a l low 2,4-D to 
c o n t i n u e to be used w h i l e s tudies a r e u n d e r w a y . H o w e v e r , should 
a n y of the n e w studies d e m o n s t r a t e a m a j o r h e a l t h or e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p r o b l e m , s h e said E P A would then take a p p r o p r i a t e r e g u l a t o r y ac -
tion without wait ing for c o m p l e t i o n of all the s tudies . 

President urges limit on chemical prices 
P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r h a s p e r s o n a l l y p r o d d e d off ic ials of c h e m i c a l m a n u -
fac tur ing f i rms to r e s t r a i n p r i c e r ises . 

A f t e r the W h i t e H o u s e meet ing , S e c r e t a r y of the T r e a s u r y G. 
W i l l i a m M i l l e r out l ined the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s inflation control pro-
g r a m c o n c e r n i n g m o n e t a r y r e f o r m , w a g e - p r i c e guidel ines , a n d en-
v i r o n m e n t a l policy. Industry off ic ials a g r e e d with M i l l e r that the 
s t e a d y i n c r e a s e of p r i c e s is an a c c u m u l a t i v e effec t o v e r the last 15 
y e a r s , and r e s p o n d e d that a solution m a y take the s a m e a m o u n t of 
t ime. 

T h e c h e m i c a l c o m p a n i e s b l a m e d the rise in p r i c e s on the c l imbing 
cost of p e t r o l e u m , w h i c h is used for feed stock, a n d e x c e s s i v e 
f e d e r a l regulat ions . A s p o k e s m a n for Dow said that the c o m p a n y ' s 
costs for feed stocks a n d e n e r g y rose 39 p e r c e n t last y e a r and a r e ex -
p e c t e d to i n c r e a s e at about the s a m e r a t e in 1980. 

Forest Service centralizes pest management 
T h e U.S . D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e ' s F o r e s t S e r v i c e h a s con-
sol idated its pest m a n a g e m e n t ac t ivi t ies to i m p r o v e its use of in-
tegra ted pest m a n a g e m e n t against pest insects , a n i m a l s , d i s e a s e s , 
and plants . 

M. Ruper t Cut ler , assistant s e c r e t a r y of a g r i c u l t u r e for n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e s and e n v i r o n m e n t , said the c e n t r a l i z a t i o n p l a c e s t e c h n i c a l 
a s s i s t a n c e responsibi l i t ies for pest m a n a g e m e n t a n d a n i m a l d a m a g e 
control in a single group, w h i c h will be k n o w n as the F o r e s t Pest 
M a n a g e m e n t Staff. T h e g r o u p will also h a v e responsibi l i ty for pro-
viding t e c h n i c a l a d v i c e and a s s i s t a n c e in the use of forest herbi -
c ides . In the past , s e v e r a l staff g r o u p s h a n d l e d these r e s p o n -
sibilities. 

T h e n e w staff group, to be d i r e c t e d by J a m e s L. S t e w a r t , will m a i n -
tain all of the Fores t S e r v i c e ' s c u r r e n t insect a n d d i s e a s e control 
funct ions . 

T o p i c s will i n c l u d e the e f f e c t s of 
ac id rain, w a t e r s h e d m a n a g e m e n t , 
d e v e l o p i n g l a k e p r o t e c t i o n p r o -
g r a m s , a p p r o a c h e s to lake res tora-
tion, and b e n e f i t s of lake res tora t ion 
a n d protec t ion p r o g r a m s . 

I n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s should contac t 
Dr. A n n C l a r k e , A W A R E Inc. , P .O. 
B o x 4 0 2 8 4 , N a s h v i l l e , T N 3 7 2 0 4 
( 6 1 5 / 7 9 4 - 0 1 1 0 ) . 

PARKS 

U.S. Park Service 
gets a new boss 
R u s s e l l E . D i c k e n s o n , a 3 3 - y e a r 
v e t e r a n of the Nat ional Park S e r v i c e , 
h a s b e e n picked to h e a d the agency . 

D i c k e n s o n r e p l a c e s W i l l i a m J. 
W h a l e n , w h o w a s fired by Inter ior 
S e c r e t a r y C e c i l A n d r u s a f t e r a 
s t o r m y t h r e e y e a r s in w h i c h W h a l e n 
c a m e u n d e r a t tack from H o u s e In-
ter ior C o m m i t t e e C h a i r m a n M o r r i s 
U d a l l , (D-AZ), c o n s e r v a t i o n groups, 
a n d park s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e s c o m -
plaining of low m o r a l e . 

Dickenson , 57, jo ined the park ser -
v i c e in 1947 as a park r a n g e r in the 
G r a n d C a n y o n . H e w a s d e p u t y di rec -
tor f rom 1973 to 1975 and s i n c e that 
t ime h a s b e e n d i r e c t o r of the ser -
v i c e ' s P a c i f i c N o r t h w e s t Region. 

NURSERY 

U.S. garden display 
is part of Montreal show 
T h e A m e r i c a n Assoc ia t ion of Nurs-
e r y m e n and s e v e r a l b r a n c h e s of the 
U . S . g o v e r n m e n t h a v e j o i n e d 
together for the c r e a t i o n of a two-
a n d - a - h a l f a c r e g a r d e n to be part of 
the L e s F l o r a l i e s i n t e r n a t i o n a l e s de 
M o n t r e a l w h i c h begins in M a y . T h e 
d i s p l a y will conta in m o r e than 200 
t r e e s of 36 types, 2 ,600 s h r u b s of 30 
t y p e s , a n d 2 1 , 5 0 0 p e r e n n i a l s , 
w i l d f l o w e r s , fe rns and g r a s s e s of 24 
types . 

T h e U.S . is a m o n g 30 nat ions par -
t icipating in the e v e n t . Displays will 
be m a i n t a i n e d as a p e r m a n e n t park 
a f t e r the s h o w e n d s in S e p t e m b e r . 

T h e F l o r a l i e s i n t e r n a t i o n a l e s 
begins M a y 17 at the site of the 1967 
Exposi t ion and O l y m p i c s in Mon-
treal , and e n d s S e p t e m b e r 1. 

T h e display h a s b e e n n a m e d the 
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