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IRRIGATION 

Buckner is purchased by Royal Coach 
Following months of speculat ion 
about the fate of Buckner Irrigation 
System Division of Johns-Manvi l le , 
D e n v e r , C o l o r a d a , Royal C o a c h 
S p r i n k l e r s of F r e s n o , C a l i f o r n i a , 
completed purchase arrangements 
for the Buckner l ine. 

James Coson, founder of Royal 
Coach, owned the Buckner firm from 
1961 to 1972 when he sold it to Johns-
Manvi l le . Coson said the two pro-
duct l ines will be consol idated into 
one brand, Royal Coach-Buckner . 
T h e Buckner distributors will be 
added to the Royal Coach distributor 
network. 

LAWSUIT 

Dow accuses EPA 
of surveillance tactics 
Dow Chemica l Co. has charged in a 
federa l suit that the Environmental 
Protection Agency has been using 
"spy- l ike military surve i l lance tac-
t i c s " on it to d i s c o v e r c o m p a n y 
secrets . 

T h e company says the EPA with 
the ass is tance of the Air Force and 
Navy is using several types of highly 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d a n d c o v e r t s u r -
ve i l l ance techniques to gather infor-
mation about U.S. companies . 

" A n y photographs they took on 
their f ly-over were publ ic informa-
tion under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act , " says Tim Scott, Dow's com-
munication special ist for environ-
mental quality. T h e company started 
its original suit in 1978 b e c a u s e of 
f e a r that the p h o t o s w o u l d b e 
re leased to its competi tors and the 
public. 

An amended suit expanded the 
charges against the EPA to more 
deeply pursue the government ' s ac-
tion. Scott says Dow discovered that 
the EPA has employed the Air Force 
on 50 to 60 occasions over the last 
nine years for fly-over missions. " W e 

T h e B u c k n e r inventory and manu-
facturing equipment will be moved 
to Fresno as soon as possible . 

Speculat ion about the fate of the 
large irrigation firm began when 
Buckner did not occupy its booth at 
the Gol f C o u r s e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Show in St. Louis. Super in tendents 
with B u c k n e r s y s t e m s e x p r e s s e d 
concern over repair and parts. T h e 
purchase procedure took months to 
complete and many thought it was 
the end of the l ine for this large com-
pany. T h e announcement of pur-
chase comes as a re l ie f to many turf 
managers with Buckner systems. 

don't feel the use of r e c o n n a i s s a n c e 
planes is within their c h a r t e r , " says 
Scott . " T h a t ' s not what the EPA is all 
a b o u t . " 

Larry O'Nei l l , information specia l -
ist for the EPA, says the government 
acted ent ire ly within the bounds of 
law. " W e use the mater ia l to meet air 
and water s tandards , " O'Nei l l says. 
" W e c o n s i d e r it a p e r f e c t l y 
legit imate e n f o r c e m e n t tool . " 

LAWN CARE 

PLCAA inaugural show 
is centrally located 
T h e first Annual Meet ing and T r a d e 
Show of the Professional Lawn Care 
Associat ion of Amer ica has been 
scheduled for N o v e m b e r 12-14 at the 
Commonweal th Convention Center 
in Louisvil le , KY. T h e location is 
roughly in the center of ma jor lawn 
care market areas , easi ly access ib le 
for both lawn c a r e bus inessmen and 
suppliers . 

But the hope is to get lawn c a r e 
bus inessmen throughout the country 
to part ic ipate and to e x c h a n g e ideas. 
Convention Chai rman John Latting 
of Lawn Groomer , Normal , IL, says, 

Pennsylvania Turfgrass Council 1980 of-
ficers: (left to right) President James 
MacLauren, Lebanon, PA; Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer Christine King. Belle-
fonte, PA; Second Vice-President J. Craig 
Reinhardt, Clementon, NJ; and Vice-
President George Morgan, Allison Park, PA. 

" I n this u n p r e d i c t a b l e e c o n o m y , 
lawn c a r e operators need to plan 
care fu l ly to make e f fec t ive decis ions 
and maximize employe e f f i c iency 
and product ivi ty . " 

T h e convention program includes 
topics such as leasing versus buying 
equipment , employe motivation and 
training, advertising and public rela-
tions, budgeting and accounting pro-
c e d u r e s , c o m p u t e r s , a n d m a n y 
agronomic turf management topics. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s a r e not pro-
hibit ively expens ive at only $35 for 
m e m b e r s and $50 for nonmembers . 
A $5 ear ly bird discount is given 
prior to August 1. T h e registration 
fee d i f f e r e n c e may be applied to 
those who apply for m e m b e r s h i p 
within 30 days af ter the meeting. 

T h e G e n e r a l Session begins at 1 
p.m. on N o v e m b e r 12 and ends at 
noon on N o v e m b e r 14. Exhibits will 
be open from 8 a.m. on the 12th to 
noon on the 14th. 

Persons interested in the first lawn 
c a r e s h o w a n d m e m b e r s h i p in 
PLCAA may contact Sharon Duling, 
435 N. Michigan Ave., Suite 1717, 
Chicago, IL 60611 (312/644-0828). 



Plantscape Assn. names executive director 
Carol Felix has become executive director of the Interior Plantscape 
Association for the 1980-81 year. 

Ms. Felix has served as IPA's executive director since its founda-
tion in March 1979. Daily managing of association business and deep 
involvement in the annual meeting and regional seminars has pro-
vided her a strong background. 

In IPA's second year of existence, which it has designated a year 
of technology, Ms. Felix plans to make certain that all important 
scientific and business information is readily available to the mem-
bership. She says that she is looking forward to a year of growth for 
IPA as other interior plantscape professionals join the ranks of the 
association. 

Landscape business outlook good for 1980 
Members of the National Landscape Association are predicting a 
year in which 85 percent expect increased sales. 

Nationally, NLA firms are projecting a 10 percent increase in 
business. They indicate their best prospects are in residential 
renovation work, with new commercial landscape next, followed by 
commercial renovation landscaping. 

New residential landscaping was the only category in which less 
than half the respondents indicated increases. This portion is to 
remain about the same with only small gains. 

Two regional groups affiliate with ALCA; 
Oregon, metro Detroit bring total to 13 
The Associated Landscape Contractors of Oregon and the Metropol-
itan Detroit Landscape Association became the 12th and 13th 
state/regional landscape contracting associations to formally af-
filiate with ALCA. 

The two groups are titled "Sponsoring Members , " which is the 
mechanism through which state and regional groups affiliate with 
ALCA. Under this arrangement, member firms of the Oregon and 
Detroit associations gain direct access to all ALCA publications and 
meetings. 

ASLA to consider insurance programs 
An investigation of various group insurance programs by ASLA 
national headquarters has yielded two potential programs for the 
ASLA membership. 

The first program involves group health insurance with the added 
possibility of a health insurance trust owned by ASLA. This arrange-
ment could produce "excellent group insurance benefits and 
moderate premiums for ASLA members and their staffs in private 
practice," said Ed Able, executive director, and Lane Marshall, 
chairman of Professional Practice Institute. 

While a trust would not insure immediate lower premiums, "it 
would result in the return of any excess 'profits' from the program to 
the benefit of those members insured by the trust," said Able, "and 
not into the pockets of insurance companies as profits." 

The second possilbity for ASLA insurance involves professional 
liability (errors and omission) insurance, which is traditionally a 
difficult and costly item for private practice firms. 

INSECTS 

IPM, latest research 
topics of turf symposium 
Turf managers can avail themselves 
of the latest information on turf in-
sect contro l , O c t o b e r 14-15, in 
Columbus, OH, at the "Symposium 
on Turfgrass Insects-1980" sponsored 
by ChemLawn Corp. 

This is the second in-depth sym-
posium sponsored by ChemLawn on 
major turf topics. The first was last 
fall on turf diseases. 

Major topics to be covered in-
clude: host plant resistance, IPM 
p r o g r a m s f o r t u r f , p e s t i c i d e 
research, new insect pests, and en-
tomology and the turfgrass industry. 
The meeting is cochaired by Dr. B.G. 
Joyner, Plant Diagnostic Labs, and 
Dr. Harry Niemczyk of the Ohio 
Agricultural Research and Develop-
ment Center, Wooster. 

The subject matter is technically 
based. Registration is $25. Contact 
Dr. B.G. Joyner, Plant Diagnostic 
L a b s , C h e m L a w n C o r p . , 6969 
Worthington-Galena Rd., Worthing-
ton, OH 43085 (614/885-9588.) 

UNIVERS ITY 

Nebraska's campus 
opens new plant center 

The University of Nebraska-
Lincoln d e d i c a t e d a new plant 
science hall to house the agronomy, 
horticulture, and plant pathology 
departments. The 170,000 square ft. 
structure contains classrooms, green-
houses, and research laboratories. It 
is connected to the older plant 
science building. 

The structure costs $10 million and 
has easily interchanged utilities for 
energy alternatives. 

LAKE QUAL ITY 

Symposium planned 
on lake water policy 
An international exchange of scien-
tific information and policy con-
siderations on lake water quality 
problems will be presented Septem-
ber 8-12 in Portland, Maine. 

The symposium is sponsored joint-
ly by the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment. The OECD established its 
Eutrophication Program in 1972 to 
monitor inland waters and to access 
the relationship between nutrient 
load and trophic response. 



EPA asks producers for more data on 2,4-D 
T h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y w a n t s m a n u f a c t u r e r s of 2 ,4-D 
to submit addi t ional e v i d e n c e that the h e r b i c i d e is not a heal th 
h a z a r d . 

T h e a g e n c y has not c l a i m e d 2,4-D is unsafe , but fee ls that s tudies 
d o n e on its potential to c a u s e c a n c e r a r e i n c o n c l u s i v e and o t h e r 
s tudies a r e out -of -date , a s p o k e s m a n said. 

S i n c e about 70 million p o u n d s of the h e r b i c i d e a r e used on lawns , 
forests , r ight-of-ways , di tch banks, a q u a t i c and o t h e r turf a r e a s , the 
a g e n c y said it w a n t e d to b e posit ive of its sa fe ty . It h a s r e c e n t l y 
r e c e i v e d r e p o r t s from c o m m u n i t i e s a r o u n d the c o u n t r y w h o f e a r the 
h e r b i c i d e h a s possibly c a u s e d m i s c a r r i a g e s in p r e g n a n t w o m e n . 

B a r b a r a Blum, d e p u t y a d m i n i s t r a t o r of the E P A , said that if the 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s fail to notify E P A within 90 d a y s that they will pro-
vide the n e c e s s a r y i n f o r m a t i o n , E P A will use a s tr ingent n e w pro-
vision of the pes t i c ide law, w h i c h a l lows the a g e n c y to stop all uses 
of the pes t i c ide . 

If the m a n u f a c t u r e r s c o m p l y , Blum said, E P A will a l low 2,4-D to 
c o n t i n u e to be used w h i l e s tudies a r e u n d e r w a y . H o w e v e r , should 
a n y of the n e w studies d e m o n s t r a t e a m a j o r h e a l t h or e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p r o b l e m , s h e said E P A would then take a p p r o p r i a t e r e g u l a t o r y ac -
tion without wait ing for c o m p l e t i o n of all the s tudies . 

President urges limit on chemical prices 
P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r h a s p e r s o n a l l y p r o d d e d off ic ials of c h e m i c a l m a n u -
fac tur ing f i rms to r e s t r a i n p r i c e r ises . 

A f t e r the W h i t e H o u s e meet ing , S e c r e t a r y of the T r e a s u r y G. 
W i l l i a m M i l l e r out l ined the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s inflation control pro-
g r a m c o n c e r n i n g m o n e t a r y r e f o r m , w a g e - p r i c e guidel ines , a n d en-
v i r o n m e n t a l policy. Industry off ic ials a g r e e d with M i l l e r that the 
s t e a d y i n c r e a s e of p r i c e s is an a c c u m u l a t i v e effec t o v e r the last 15 
y e a r s , and r e s p o n d e d that a solution m a y take the s a m e a m o u n t of 
t ime. 

T h e c h e m i c a l c o m p a n i e s b l a m e d the rise in p r i c e s on the c l imbing 
cost of p e t r o l e u m , w h i c h is used for feed stock, a n d e x c e s s i v e 
f e d e r a l regulat ions . A s p o k e s m a n for Dow said that the c o m p a n y ' s 
costs for feed stocks a n d e n e r g y rose 39 p e r c e n t last y e a r and a r e ex -
p e c t e d to i n c r e a s e at about the s a m e r a t e in 1980. 

Forest Service centralizes pest management 
T h e U.S . D e p a r t m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e ' s F o r e s t S e r v i c e h a s con-
sol idated its pest m a n a g e m e n t ac t ivi t ies to i m p r o v e its use of in-
tegra ted pest m a n a g e m e n t against pest insects , a n i m a l s , d i s e a s e s , 
and plants . 

M. Ruper t Cut ler , assistant s e c r e t a r y of a g r i c u l t u r e for n a t u r a l 
r e s o u r c e s and e n v i r o n m e n t , said the c e n t r a l i z a t i o n p l a c e s t e c h n i c a l 
a s s i s t a n c e responsibi l i t ies for pest m a n a g e m e n t a n d a n i m a l d a m a g e 
control in a single group, w h i c h will be k n o w n as the F o r e s t Pest 
M a n a g e m e n t Staff. T h e g r o u p will also h a v e responsibi l i ty for pro-
viding t e c h n i c a l a d v i c e and a s s i s t a n c e in the use of forest herbi -
c ides . In the past , s e v e r a l staff g r o u p s h a n d l e d these r e s p o n -
sibilities. 

T h e n e w staff group, to be d i r e c t e d by J a m e s L. S t e w a r t , will m a i n -
tain all of the Fores t S e r v i c e ' s c u r r e n t insect a n d d i s e a s e control 
funct ions . 

T o p i c s will i n c l u d e the e f f e c t s of 
ac id rain, w a t e r s h e d m a n a g e m e n t , 
d e v e l o p i n g l a k e p r o t e c t i o n p r o -
g r a m s , a p p r o a c h e s to lake res tora-
tion, and b e n e f i t s of lake res tora t ion 
a n d protec t ion p r o g r a m s . 

I n t e r e s t e d p e r s o n s should contac t 
Dr. A n n C l a r k e , A W A R E Inc. , P .O. 
B o x 4 0 2 8 4 , N a s h v i l l e , T N 3 7 2 0 4 
( 6 1 5 / 7 9 4 - 0 1 1 0 ) . 

PARKS 

U.S. Park Service 
gets a new boss 
R u s s e l l E . D i c k e n s o n , a 3 3 - y e a r 
v e t e r a n of the Nat ional Park S e r v i c e , 
h a s b e e n picked to h e a d the agency . 

D i c k e n s o n r e p l a c e s W i l l i a m J. 
W h a l e n , w h o w a s fired by Inter ior 
S e c r e t a r y C e c i l A n d r u s a f t e r a 
s t o r m y t h r e e y e a r s in w h i c h W h a l e n 
c a m e u n d e r a t tack from H o u s e In-
ter ior C o m m i t t e e C h a i r m a n M o r r i s 
U d a l l , (D-AZ), c o n s e r v a t i o n groups, 
a n d park s e r v i c e e m p l o y e e s c o m -
plaining of low m o r a l e . 

Dickenson , 57, jo ined the park ser -
v i c e in 1947 as a park r a n g e r in the 
G r a n d C a n y o n . H e w a s d e p u t y di rec -
tor f rom 1973 to 1975 and s i n c e that 
t ime h a s b e e n d i r e c t o r of the ser -
v i c e ' s P a c i f i c N o r t h w e s t Region. 

NURSERY 

U.S. garden display 
is part of Montreal show 
T h e A m e r i c a n Assoc ia t ion of Nurs-
e r y m e n and s e v e r a l b r a n c h e s of the 
U . S . g o v e r n m e n t h a v e j o i n e d 
together for the c r e a t i o n of a two-
a n d - a - h a l f a c r e g a r d e n to be part of 
the L e s F l o r a l i e s i n t e r n a t i o n a l e s de 
M o n t r e a l w h i c h begins in M a y . T h e 
d i s p l a y will conta in m o r e than 200 
t r e e s of 36 types, 2 ,600 s h r u b s of 30 
t y p e s , a n d 2 1 , 5 0 0 p e r e n n i a l s , 
w i l d f l o w e r s , fe rns and g r a s s e s of 24 
types . 

T h e U.S . is a m o n g 30 nat ions par -
t icipating in the e v e n t . Displays will 
be m a i n t a i n e d as a p e r m a n e n t park 
a f t e r the s h o w e n d s in S e p t e m b e r . 

T h e F l o r a l i e s i n t e r n a t i o n a l e s 
begins M a y 17 at the site of the 1967 
Exposi t ion and O l y m p i c s in Mon-
treal , and e n d s S e p t e m b e r 1. 

T h e display h a s b e e n n a m e d the 

Continues on page 65 



News from page 14 

G r e e n Survival Garden . It is a coop-
erat ive effort of AAN, the A m e r i c a n 
S e e d T r a d e A s s o c i a t i o n , the U S 
Department of the Interior, the U S 
Department of Agriculture, and the 
US Department of State . For more 
information contact AAN, 230 South-
ern Building, Washington, DC 20005. 

P E S T S 

Management program 
fights gypsy moth 
T h e U.S . Department of Agriculture 
has formulated a plan it hopes can 
contain the gypsy moth, which last 
year stripped 643,000 acres of forests 
in 12 states at a cost of mil l ions of 
dollars. 

To coordinate the plan, the U S D A 
formed an interagency steering com-
mittee. It consists of representat ives 
of the USDA's Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection S e r v i c e (APHIS) , 
Forest Serv ice , and S c i e n c e and 
Education Administrat ion and af fec-
t e d s t a t e s . S u b c o m m i t t e e s on 
research , operat ions, and informa-
tion provide backup for planning 
control , regulatory, detect ion, and 
other aspects of the effort . 

When outlying infestat ions are dis-
covered, they are wiped out in care -
fully planned operat ions by APHIS 
in cooperat ion with the a f fec ted 
state. State , federa l , and local of-
f i c i a l s c a r e f u l l y c o n s i d e r a l t e r -
natives and present their plans to 
res idents at public meetings. 

Trying to eradicate the moth from 
the ent i re United States would in-
vo lve u n a c c e p t a b l e d o l l a r , m a n -
power, and environmental costs and 
might well be impossible in any case . 
But the present program is buying 
time for the uninfested a r e a while 
better pest management systems are 
developed to deal with the gypsy 
moth. 

E X T E N S I O N 

Shoulders of VPI 
retires from turf 
John Shoulders , wel l -known pro-
fessor of agronomy and extension 
turf s p e c i a l i s t at V i r g i n i a Poly-
technic Institute, has ret ired af ter 28 
years of serv ice in turf and forage 
work. 

Shoulders he lped c r e a t e and oc-
cupied the new position of extension 
turf special ist in 1966. His many 

accompl i shments include fall and 
winter nitrogen fert i l ization, doubl-
ing the state 's a l fa l fa production be-
tween 1952 and 1961, and tripling 
corn si lage production b e t w e e n 1952 
and 1966. In 1977 he was honored as a 
fel low in the A m e r i c a n Society of 
Agronomy, the highest honor the 
organization bestows upon its mem-
bers . 

S h o u l d e r s p l a n s to r e m a i n in 

Blacksburg and maintain an interest 
in turf programs. 

T R E N D S 

Scotts research shows 
home fix-up to rise 
A nat ionwide survey conducted for 
O.M. Scott & Sons by Home Testing 

Continues on page 68 

Flail type mowers have a reputation for being safer 
than rotary type mowers. Mott Mowers.. with their 
l ightweight knives... are the safest of the flails. 

More VERSATILE in mowing performance. Mott 
Mowers cut everything from fine lawns to high weeds. 

More reliable, with long life durability. Mott Mowers 
offer COST EFFECTIVE PERFORMANCE. 

Write or call for information about YOUR MOWING 
REQUIREMENTS. Mow flail safe... with Mott Mowers. 

"Tell me more about FLAIL SAFE mowing." 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY .STATE ZIP 

PHONE 

MOTT CORPORATION 
i : n I M j t . l l J * 514 Shawmut. La Grange. Illinois 60525. (312) 354-7220 



Write 1 2 7 on free information card 

The taller the grass 
...the higher we pop! 

From residential ro light commerciol volves, controllers ond accessories 
turf installations, Champion has a featured in the new Champion, full-
pop-up to do the job! When you color catalog. Ask for your free copy, 
compare the cost, precision construc- gk & m m 
tion ond performance, you'll buy N 
Champion. The 18HP (2" pop-up), S P R I N K L E R E Q U I P M E N T 
the P180 (21/2w pop-up) ond the 1460 N. Noud St. 
6178 Impulse pop-up ore just three Los Angeles, CA 90012 
of over one-hundred fifty sprinklers, (213) 221-2108/(213) 223-1545 

N e w s from page 65 

Institute indicates that homeowners 
will spend more time at home and 
spend more money on lawn and gar-
den material . 

Lawn care and gardening were the 
activities cited by homeowners for 
extra attention this year. Nearly two-
thirds of the family heads said they 
would be spending more time on 
these activities and more than half 
said they would be spending more 
money on their lawns and gardens. 
Beside the enjoyment of an attrac-
tive lawn and garden, homeowners 
indicated they b e l i e v e d outdoor 
improvements to their home would 
increase the value of their property. 

More women indicated a role in 
the care of lawns, nearly 40 percent, 
compared to 68 percent of the men. 
Sixty percent of women indicated a 
role in gardening. 

Other surveys have predicted a 
significant increase in gardening this 
y e a r , e s p e c i a l l y v e g e t a b l e 
gardening. 

TURF 

Awards given at 
Midwest Conference 
Two students, a leader in the turf in-
dustry, and the director received 
recognition at the Midwest Regional 
Turf Conference at Purdue Univer-
sity. 

Stephen Biggers IV and David 
Shif ley received Purdue turf schol-
arships and checks for $250 from the 
T U C O D i v . o f U p j o h n C o . , 
Kalamazoo, ML Ben and Dorothy 
Warren of Warren's Turf Nursery, 
Palos Park, IL, were recognized for 
their educational efforts in the sod 
industry and Dr. W. H. Daniel, direc-
tor of the conference, was given a 
surprise roast and recognition for his 
30 years in turf. 

Stihl participates in 
lumberjack contests 
For one week in July, the Annual 
Lumber jack World Championships 
bring the sound of axes striking wood 
and thousands of people to little 
Hayward, Wisconsin. 

Stihl Inc. has decided to partici-
pate with a full sponsorship in the 
contest after a limited sponsorship 
last year. The company will be in-
volved this way for the next three 
years. 


