
Ten grams of a seed sample are checked for weed and offtype seed in a lab. 

VARIETY PROTECTION 
European turf r e s e a r c h e r s made great str ides in the 30's with dis-

covery of bluegrass apomixis by the Swedish r e s e a r c h e r Munpzing 
and developed and r e l e a s e d a few improved variet ies . S o m e of the 
reasons for their gain in this period was variety protect ion b e t w e e n 
countr ies in Europe, a cutback in U.S . ef forts during the depress ion, 
and eventual ly the World W a r II. T h e fact that the Arlington Turf 
G a r d e n s was moved to Bel tsvi l le so that the Pentagon could be built 
there, was a c lear sign of the se tback caused by the war. 

B e f o r e protect ive legislation from the U S D A , a n u m b e r of 
methods w e r e tried to guard the seed from any interested seed 
grower. Growers of Manhat tan perennia l ryegrass. Penncross bent-
grass, Mer ion Kentucky bluegrass , and other improved grasses 

- (ormed cooperat ive associat ions to s impli fy supply l ines and to pro-
mote their seed. Other tacts used to protect deve lopment costs w e r e 
swelling the seed only in mixtures (Adikes did this with NK-100 in the 
50's and 60's) and secrecy . Cooperat ives still exist for some grasses, 
Manhat tan Ryegrass Growers , Highland Bentgrass Growers , S e e d 
Production and Introduction Corporat ion, and Mer ion Bluegrass 
Growers Associat ion among others. M a n y of these associat ions are 
sponsoring research which may soon lead to the development of 
improved cult ivars of their pr imary turfgrass, and which will pro-
vide them with exc lus ive rights under the Plant Var ie ty Protect ion 
Act of 1970. Manhat tan and Mer ion cult ivars are e x p e c t e d within the 
next three years . 

So, by 1960, technological aspects of seed production had been 
mastered. T h e abil i ty to grow large quanti t ies of high grade turf seed 
existed. T h e price of improved turfgrasses had b e c o m e commer-
cial ly attractive. However , concern existed for the lack of protect ion 
of improved turfgrass s e e d from a c o m m e r c i a l standpoint . Grower 
associat ions worked with regional and national seed c o m p a n i e s to 
control seed quality. S tates had begun to r e q u i r e cert i f icat ion of 
seed to insure the genet ic integrity. 

W h e n protection was f inal ly obta ined from the 1970 Plant Var ie ty 
Protect ion Act, a new importance was p laced upon improved 
variet ies . T h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n publ ic and patented var ie t ies 
w e r e s tressed by patent holders . Univers i t ies began to r e c e i v e 
f inancia l support for r e s e a r c h into improved turfgrasses and some 

% larger seed companies c rea ted their own r e s e a r c h department . 
T h e seed company could now control production of its improved 
var ie t ies r e l e a s e d af ter 1970. T h e term propr ie tary turfgrass was 
co ined. 
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