
TheTurfgrass 
Seed Market 

CERTIFICATION AND MARKETING 

T h e r e p u t a t i o n of a golf c o u r s e 
super intendent , grounds manager , or 
landscape contractor depends upon 
his mater ia ls . Not only is it his re-
s p o n s i b i l i t y to r e c o m m e n d the 
appropriate type of seed for a partic-
ular site, he must make certain the 
seed he buys is weed- f ree . 

For example , if you are seeding a 

Kentucky bluegrass/perennial rye-
grass/red fescue mixture, you could 
end up with more bentgrass than 
ryegrass or fescue . W h e r e did the 
bentgrass come from? If you pur-
chased uncert i f ied seed this is very 
possible . As little as two percent 
bentgrass in a mixture with ryegrass 
or fescue will provide more bent-

grass seeds than ryegrass or fescue 
seeds . 

T h e need for cert i f icat ion is ob-
vious. U n d e r pressure from agricul-
tural interests , states began to es-
tablish minimum purity s tandards in 
the 40's. Each state has spec i f i c re-
q u i r e m e n t s for seed purity. T h e s e 
s t a n d a r d s a r e not m e r e l y about 

Seed Production Areas. Seed stripping crews started in Kentucky in early June and worked northward in the Western District. Today, some 
common bluegrass is grown in the Midwest and Canada, but by far the most improved turfgrass seed is produced in the States of Oregon, 
Washington and Western Idaho. Notable areas in the Northwest are (A) Spokane Valley, (B) Pomeroy area, (C) Union County, OR, (D) 
Madras area, (E) Willamette Valley, (F) Silverton Hills bentgrass region, (G) Rogue River Valley. 



Bin storage of seed following harvest and before cleaning (upper left). 
Seed separator (right)which removes weed seeds, improper turfgrass seeds and trash from the seed brought from the fields and stored. 

Bulk storage after cleaning and before bagging (bottom left). 

levels of impurit ies in the f inal pro-
duct, they dictate how close a f ield of 
one seed type is to a f ield of another 
type. Each step of production is 
inspected by state off ic ia ls to keep 
track of the seed lot from planting to 
bagging. 

T h e purpose of cert i f icat ion is not 
just to protect the consumer from im-
purities, it is to protect the genet ic in-
tegrity of the turfgrass type. With the 
increased number of cult ivars of a 
p a r t i c u l a r s p e c i e s of grass , it is 
cr i t ical to keep the seed of one 
s e p a r a t e f r o m a n o t h e r . T h e 
s imilar i t ies be tween some Kentucky 
bluegrass seeds is so great, even mi-
croscopic detection is impossible . 
You may not know what cultivar you 
have until the seed germinates and 
the actual plant b e c o m e s evidence . 

T o p r e v e n t i n t e r m i n g l i n g of 
cult ivars, f ields used for growing 
seed of one type may be restr icted 
for growth of another seed type. 
F ie lds must be at least regulation dis-
tance apart to prevent contamination 

of ad jacent f ields. Herb ic ide treat-
ments are timed to e l iminate any 
weed seeds brought to the sur face by 
cultivation. Burning e l iminates all 
straw, weed seeds, and n e w genera-
tion seed left on a f ie ld af ter combin-
ing. Usual ly a planting produces 
seed for three years b e f o r e it is 
plowed under and a new planting 
made. T h e burning does not kill the 
parent seed plants, only seed and 
trash lef tover in the f ield af ter har-
vest. 

C u r r e n t p r o d u c t i o n t e c h n i q u e s 
w e r e developed to produce purity at 
a r e a s o n a b l e cost. S e e d is dri l led 
into the soil ra ther than upsetting the 
so i l by c u l t i v a t i o n a n d s u r f a c e 
seeding. Soil d is turbance uncovers 
b u r i e d , but v i a b l e w e e d s e e d . 
Studies have shown that colonial 
bentgrass seed can remain viable for 
more than five years when buried. 

O n e method of planting uses a 
seed drill and a devise which covers 
the seeded row with act ivated char-
coal . Herb ic ide is then appl ied with 

a boom sprayer and the charcoal 
protects the foundation seed from 
harm. 

After the seed has germinated and 
grown for two or three months, a 
se lec t ive h e r b i c i d e is applied to 
remove weeds . T h e grass goes into 
dormancy for the winter . 

In the spring, spot treatments are 
made during a procedure cal led 
roguing to e l iminate offtypes and 
weeds . 

In June and July f ields are mown 
when still green. This e l iminates 
losses to seed shattering by equip-
ment. T h e seed dries on the stalk in 
windrows in the field. If it rains the 
windrows are turned over once. 
About two weeks later, providing 
rain has not spoiled the process, a 
c o m b i n e is used to pick up the wind-
rows of seed and stalk. T h e combine 
separa tes the seed from the other 
mater ia l . T h e seed is placed in large 
boxes and stored until c leaned. 

Cleaning is a mechanica l process 
involving air separat ion and screen-



Bags of cleaned and tagged seed ready for pickup by trucks and rail cars. 

ing. It is an amazing process that can 
distinguish b e t w e e n almost identical 
s e e d s in h u g e v o l u m e s . M a n y 
f a r m e r s have their own c leaning 
plants. 

When c leaning of one type of turf-
g r a s s s e e d i s c o m p l e t e d , t h e 
m a c h i n e r y is thoroughly c leaned 
b e f o r e the next seed is c leaned. 
Rare ly will the machinery used to 
c lean bentgrass be used to c lean 
bluegrass or ryegrass. 

After c leaning, the seed is again 
s t o r e d in b o x e s unti l bagged or 
b lended. Bags are placed on pallets 
and inspectors take representat ive 
samples from bags. T h e s e samples 
a re sent to state labs for inspect ion. 
If the seed meets the standards set 
for cert i f icat ion, the bags are tagged. 

S o m e of the checks made from 
seed samples are for weed seed, in-
ert matter , and germinat ion percent-
age. Perennia l ryegrasses undergo a 
test for annual ryegrass. This test 
uses ultraviolet light. If more than a 
cer ta in percentage of the seeds fluo-
resce under the light, the seed can-

not be cert i f ied. 
Cert i f icat ion is a process which 

begins by fill ing out records prior to 
planting and doesn't end until the 
bags l eave the hands of the grower. 
Meet ing these s tandards adds con-
s iderably to the cost of the seed. But 
the results are worth the extra ex-
pense from an end-user standpoint. 

Marketing and Distribution 

Prior to the Plant Var ie ty Protec-
tion Act of 1970 there was re lat ively 
little promotion of improved turf-
g r a s s e s . Al though c h e m i c a l and 
equipment suppliers to the turf in-
dustry advert ised in the 60's, seed 
companies did not begin national 
promotional efforts until Jacklin and 
a few grower associat ions started 
small schedules in 1968. T h e Ameri -
can Sod Producers Associat ion had 
been created the year b e f o r e and 
W e e d s T r e e s & Turf , then only f ive 
years old, started to provide regular 
coverage of sod production. Jacklin 
w a s promot ing Fylk ing in t h e i r 
original ads. 

In 1972, Lofts began their promo-
tion of Baron. Pennf ine promotion 
first a p p e a r e d in 1972. W a r r e n ' s 
began A-20 promotion in 1973, as did 
Burl ingham with Bonnieb lue . 

T o d a y , p r o m o t i o n of i m p r o v e d 
turfgrasses can be est imated at more 
than $1 million with shows, maga-
zine advertising, and direct mail . At 
the s a m e time the market has grown 
from an est imated $62 mill ion in 1965 
to an est imated $400 mill ion in 1979. 

T h e market is more sophist icated 
than it was in the ear ly 60's. Quality 
involves more than dark green color, 
it involves disease res is tance , germi-
nation percentages , seed mixtures, 
and many n e w variet ies . Obviously, 
marketing he lped the growers and 
distributors. But, it also improved 
the m a r k e t . T h e i n d i v i d u a l in -
dustries which use seed are now sig-
nif icant markets of commerc ia l im-
portance . T h e local seed store is now 
a mi l l ion d o l l a r e n t e r p r i s e with 
m a n y p r o d u c t s . T u r f g r a s s s e e d 
improvement is to be credited with 
this ach ievement . 


